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PREMONITION 


TO THE 


READER 


= JHozves will rake the Pat 
* | to run over what is here 

YOu into their Hands, will ſoon he 
-y 2 the Reuſon why che Author 
Nane is not added; which tho 
it might ell fd the Reader Curio- 
ſity,. ore nut have made the Entertainment 
4 all the berter, either as l Senſe or L. 


guage, 


ONE of the Towne Ladies 
this Advite was Fm pre 
tranſeribd, by 4 Tender 
more defirons to fee her Children 'Relighout, 
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A PREMONITION. - 
than Great in this World, has been Dead 
 ſome( Tears: Bas there are ſo many ſtill 
Living, to whom the ſame Thoughts may be 
ſuitable; that \ this Publication can hardly 
be thought , unſeaſavable, by an that have 
4 value for ſerious Px. 
28 fe hel KI 
THE that profeſs our Holy Religion, 
are ſo unhappily divided, that *tis no uncom- 
man. thing among us, for a Party, Spirit to 


influence to. Commenaagions or. Inv ettives, 
without regard to real” Merit : But it is the 
| Intereſt of conman Chriſtianity that is here 
conſulted ; and therefore ſome of Worth and 
Reputation, both-in the N Church, 
and among the Diſſenters, havipg been frets | 
ly” conſulted, have been equally forward 10 
encourgge this Fablication. , 
Daene gt et Az 42 
WW. H E R E's great Variety # Matter, 
grateful freedom e, Fr, uli, aut you 
Advice given, as 1 Truth and Dag, Sit 
and Temptation, by One mio cannot fo much 
a5. be ſuſpected. of am other Aim, than a diſe* 
charging of Conſcience. Would but a Num: 
er of Perſons of Rank and Figure thus ent 
play their leiſure Hours, and were but thi: 
Tauch of gar -Age thus Form'd and Infruted, 
it might be hop'd that Religion would, gain 
Credit, and 1 Vanity - of the Riſing Gene- 
rear: Wight be pet pat of C e e 
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TO A 


DAUGH TER. 
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N Dear Clip, 


's Matter of great Thank- 

WI fulneſs to Go p, That J have 
been carry'd thro? ſo many 
SS Weakneſſes and - Hazards, 
and live to ſee you grown to an Age 
capable of conſidering the Duty and 
Happineſs of Renewing your Covenant 
with Go d, into which you was early 
enter'd by Baptiſm. 


You know I have frequently preſs'd 
you, to be early and ſerious in this, as 
the moſt important Act oſ your whole 
Life; being that whereon your Tem- 
fr B poral 


Seer. L. L 
Sk ligarion 


Advice to a DAUGHTER. 


ral and Eternal Welfare depends, 
fo compariſon whereof all other Matters 
ate but Trifles. Therefore after ſerious 
and earneſt A tion to Go for 


pplicari 
You, I thought it my Duty ina plain 
You, THhonght #1 ap Dory» gia 


” ; 
I. To Open the Baptiſmal-Covenamt. 
| II. * Motives to exforce Jour Renewal, 


II. e Objedtians 4L4inf * þ 
—_ 7 


IV. Leave ſome Directions. 


S 0 . 14 


O open the Nature and Mans 
ner of the Covenant and Ob- 
you are under. | 


Darren, 8 In Initiation into the 
Chriſtian Conſtitution, as Circumciſion 
was into the Jewiſh. But here, tis 
needſul to ſtate the Caſe between G o 
and Us, as we are of the A poſtate ma 


wm 0 W T2 = 0 


Atlvite to 4 DAauGHTER. 


of Adam, and fell with _ in che firſ Ster. 
Tranſgrefon. e Baß 1 Snap 
Iss evident from Reaſon cad} Serif Gen. L 6. 
ture, That Go D form'd Man aſter His (. u. 
own Image, and impreſsd his Moral 10, 
PerfeQiotis upon his Soul. Thien cons 
deſcended to enter: into Covenant with 
Adam and his Poſterity, he being = h 
real Repteſentative of his Off. ſpring, as 
he was their Natural and Political Had, ; 


Tits Covegant, or n 
2 Grant, of Life and Favour, 1 1 he 
kept his Integ ty ; threatening Death 
and Miſery, it he loſt it. Poor Man foon 
revolted; and broke the Divine Com- 
mand, ſo loſt his Purity and Felicity to- 
prior and plung'd himſelf atid all that 
from Um into Guilt and Ruin: 
O0 che all the World is guilty before 
Go 5, hath forfeited his Favour, loſt 
his Image, and are all liable to efernal 


Vengeance; being Legally and Spiritual- 
y dead. 1 WH 


I fob ns mw endeavours to 
poſſeſs Perſons with ſubtle Arguments 
againft the Juſtice of Go o, for the Entall 

of all the ſad Conſequences of this firft 
Sin upon * 
9 2 


| But among 
2 other 


wo 


- of 
= * 


E 
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R 


SECT. othe 


J. 


ſenſibly to own and bewail our Depraya- 
tion and Pollution, than Diſpute about 


7. 


Eph. ii. 


23. 


— nmr rr run nnnnn - — 
r Conſiderations, let this have due 
Force upon You and Me, viz. That 


fading in our Natures the fame corrupt 
Principles which 'appear'd in the Tranſ- 


reſſion and Fall, it rather becomes Us, 


it. Alas! we feel the byaſs of all our 
Faculties turn'd from their original Cen- 
ter, the Bleſſed Go p, to ſinful empty 
Vanities,” One View of Gop as repre- 


Rom. viii. ſented in his Word and Works, will 


ſhew us our enmity to his Perfections 


and Laws; and conſequently, how of 
_ neceſſity we are Miſerable. | 


Ap thus T have, as briefly as 1 
could; ſtated the Condition of all Man- 
kind by the firſt Revolt. Had Man con- 
tinu'd as Gop created him, and obſerv'd 


the Rules, and improv'd the Capacities 


he had, to know, love, and obey G o p, 
he had been ſecure of divine Favour. 
But as creating Goodneſs extends only 
to innocent Creatures; ſo Sin has diſ- 
ſolv'd that Obligation, and forfeited all 
Claim to Gop in that Relation. And 
now our degenerate apoſtate Nature is 
not the Object of his natural Goodneſs, 
but of his Juſtice. Our Sin has diſſolv'd 
the original Covenant, as to its Nan 

f „„ ſory 
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ſory part; the Preceptive, remains in Se Sr. 
full Porte; And therefore © whatever I. 
Kindneſs Go p extends to us Sinners, 

flows only from his infinite Benigni n 
and Love, which has no moving Cauſe? 
but itſelf.” This was the Spring of our 
Redemption: G o Þ ſo loved the World, Jeb. il. 
1 40 2. his only _ Son to Save it. 16 bard 


A5 now, in as few Words as T 
can, I will ſtate the Method that a Gra- 
cious Go p has appointed for the arr. 
very yo Alam . _ 22 


Tu E Second Perſon in che Glorious John l. 
TRIX IT x voluntarily aſſumd Hu- from the | 
mane Nature, and was ſubſtituted in — 
our ſtead to bear Sin, and undergo the. Per. / 
Puniſhment ;-to anſwer the Demands of 18. 
divine Wiſdom and Holineſs by fulfilling Gal. ill, 
the Law. It was Jesus that aton'd for Bor v. 
our Sins, and merited the Grace of a bet- 19; 7 
ter Covenant, of which He is the Media- My + 
tor. And we Sinners have no Foundation 
to hope for Remiſſion of Sin, ora Reſto- 
ration to the Image and Favour of Gop,' 
but by this Covenant; proviſion being 
made both ſor the Honour of our offend . 


ed So VER AN, and the Salvation of cites 
Criminals. 80 chat in ſhort, Thro an 


hien with CyzisT (the Second Adam) 
4 4 B 3 W 


- 
IR ” * 
8 Op 2 , 5 
i 8 
8 
Me 
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$3 B'C T. WE are intereſſed by this new Conſtitu - 
tian in the maſt ineſtimable Promiſes 
and Immunities, uch as every way i 
. e ht: ON 


I. 


Rom. vi. 


ax the n of 0 i 1 15 7% 


23 K to the Righteouſneſs far Juſtification, anſwers 


that of Adam's Guilt ta Copdemnation,. 


And then, imparting or infuſing of his 
Holy Temper by the Divine Spirit for 
Sanctiſication, anſwers to our inherent 


Corruption, both natural and contract- 
ed. And laſtly, The meritorious Blood 


of JIEs us, has procur'd a freedom from 


L the Wrath, and an admiſfien io the Pr e· 


© Ebildren dale to eternal 


Heb. X. 


lenge of Go b, eternally to live in an 


heavenly ey diſe, ag Adam by Pe. 


laſt the earthly Paradiſe, 4 g 
. 


TH us "then, | is our bleſſed 68 
the ſecond Covenant, made of Gon, Wit: 


dam, Righteouſneſs, SaviFification, and Ne- 


demption. And this muſt needs ſatisſy 
the Deſires, as anſwering the Wants of 
penitent Behevers ; ſuch as are ſenſible 


oß and humbled for their finſulneſs and 


16. and impotency; and are relign'd and devor 
xvii. 9. ted to God in that Method of Salvation 


vii. 25. iv. 


IF, 16. 


which He has indes 275 en 


CHRIST, A ö 1 n '4 


Þ of ü # $þ RE mm C C7 
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AND now the Adriiffion or Entrance 
into this New Covenant, is what is 
tender'& to All under the Goſpel. The 
Great JBHo v an; his ſent his Mini- 
ſters as Ambaſſadors to publiſh this Ins 
Grace, That He will renew Commer *r. 
and diſpence invaluable Bleſſimgs to la ps 


Creatures, according to — we read, 


2 Cor. v. 20. There we have the Meſfage 
of Peace, And how Miniſters wete to 
initiate; into the Goſpel- ſtate or Cove» 
nant, may ſee in Marth. xxvin 19. 
They were to Teach, or Diſciple, « Nations, 


Baftizing them in the Name of the Father, 


and of the Son, an of the Floh Ghoſh. 
This was the formt of Words, which is 
very ſignificant, as it ſpecifies a free Dow 
— of that —— gh 0 bigger 
us under the hi 0 
af Thnkſulnief and Obedience; 1 the 
Words do intimate, That Go v is will 
ing ta be aur Father and Portion, that 
JIEsus his Son will be our Redeemer: 
and Mediator, the HoLy GrosT our 
Sanctiſier and Comforter. And that the 
promis d. Bleſſings for Soul and Body, 
for Time and Eternity, are 
ſurely cenveyd, fo» fan: as is for * 


Glory, abi eee 
" BH 4 150 
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Ars o when Water is apply'd, ac- 


oording to divine Inſtitution, by any of 
his Miniſters, in the Name of the FA- 
THERA, So N and Horx Guds r, it 
ſignifies our Incorporation into the Goſ- 


pel Diſpenſation and Covenant, with 


dur Ingagement to be the Lon D's.” 
And it further implies our hearty thank. 
ful Acceptance of the Grace therein con- 
—— as the Giſt of Go p, and the 
Purchaſe of CHRIST. Furthermore, 
we are bound thereby to obey the Pre- 
cepts, to ſtand in awe of the Threat- 
nings, and intirely to rely upon his 
Grace in the Promiſes. In Sum, We 


are oblig'd to ſurrender all that we are 


or have to Go d, as our Lord and Por- 
tion, to be Sav'd by his S o N, and San- 


ctifycd by his SIR IT; to mortify Sin, 


renounce the World, and under CuxisT's) 
Banner to fight againft his Enemies, and 
ſo to continue * en anten to 
* Lives end. ” no 7 0 
O ron 72. — £115 ele 
Tuus I have briefly open d the Pri 
vileges and Obligations of BA pT1s , 


and I defire you would ſeriouſſy weigh 


them: And then you'll conſeſs, how 
much it was a Kindneſs to You; as well 


as my * to Go p, from whom I re. 


- C228 þ ceiv'd 
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oeivd you, to bring you under this Co- s 
vena n- Band nd bilß toloawrnes mit .. 


WII gave up our Right to G o p. 
We dedicated you to his Service, and 
thereby teſtify'd our joyſul Acceptance of 
the Grace of the Goſpel for your Inhe- 
ritance, and laid you under the ſtricteſt 
Ties of Gratitude and Obedience; in- 
gaging ſolemnly to train you up for 
G © p, to inſtruct you in, and preſs you 
to your Duty; and by all fit Methods 
to endeavour to gain you ſincerely to 
be the Loxy's. And if after the utmoſt 
Care and Pains, you ſhould difſent from, 
INES our Act for you in this 
inſtituted Solemnity, and by Impeni- 
tency and Unbelief reject the Offers of 
Grace: Then We your Parents by the 
Tenure of our Dedication, did refer and 
leave you to the juſt and righteous Sen- 
tence of the Holy Go o, for the breach 
of thoſe Sacred Bonss. 


Bur I hope this will never be your 
Temper. ' Therefore conſider the Vows 
of Go Þ are upon you, and that G o D Ki. x. 
your Creator and Redeemer, expects 
you ſhould regard his Right and your / 
own Duty. This is the true Remem-! 
brance of Him, when you freely, and 
2901 | without 


[203.7 


Sog v 22222 . 


"Ia AE Advice to 1 ery 


1 without ſiniſter Ends devote ee 00 
, Him as your Lord and End. 


SET then ſome Time a · part from Di- 
verſions, and infpe& your State and In- 
_clinations. Turn your Eye to Gon, 

implore his ſpecial Aſſiſtance, and query 
with yourſelf, Whether ＋ any delibe- 
rate Ac you. have ſecurd the Mercy 
and Favour of the New Covenant. For 
ſince the original one with innocent Man 
is d&flolvd (as to the Benefits) all Claim 
from Gon in that way is nulFd; and 
by Sin the Threatning that entail'd the 
Cuurſe is in full Force, if we are not in- 
tereſſed in the latter Covenant, bn 
alone we muſt find RE | 


\ Tanxzrons: look upon whe Queſtion 
before you as of vaſt moment, and: tale 
heed of a triſting Spirit; (for Life and 
Death are in the | Wordof Sen f beſone 
you : There He puts it to your Choice, 
Whether you will have Liſe and Goo 
SE ne 
3 Year Eime or | 
. according: tothe Rules of right Reaſon 
and Drying: Revelation; ar according:to 
the Luſts.of the Eyes and Bieſh), as ma- 
nag d yen be beende Word 170 


CC 
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Advice to a DAUGHTER. 11 
1 SECT... 
Your Determinations muſt iſſue I. 
this Matter. View then Eternal Good WW 
and Evil as Reaſon and Scripture pre- 
ſents them, and how ſoon will all the 
falſe Gloſſes which corrupt Self or the 
World may put before you, be ſullied an& 
darkened. And if after mature Delibera- 
tion, your Judgment is convinc'd and 
your Chaice determin'd to be the Lord's; 
you may be fatisfy/d from his Word, that 
He will be yours; for nothing is a ſurer 
Evidence of our Intereſt in Gon, than a 
ſincere deſire and endeayour to be His. 


Bur I recommend you to Dr. Ce: 
lamy's Treatiſe of Vows, where you will 
at large fee the Nature of Bay T1$sM, 
Page 36, to 94. And then he treats of 
the Lo x b's· S uU EAR; which I deſire 
you would alfo conſider in order to your 
receiving of it. For that's an Appoint- 
ment which Jzsus our Lord and Head, 
hath ſtrictly enjoyn'd his Church. It's 
commemorative of his Love, and of 
what He did and ſuffer d for us; there- 
fore call'd a ſheming forth his Death. The 
inſtituted Signs are fymbolicab of his 
pour'd out for us: And our taking and 
teeding upon them, ſignifies our ſpiritual 


IF v» - 
CO * 


Sect.” 
1. 


1 Cor. 
53 
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PI . PREY > 


Union with, and conſtant Nouriſhment 
from Jesu; 8 C H * EST. n 


8 


I 


ow” abu E are W. Ends ai Sacra- 
ment points at; but in ſhort, It's a ſo- 
lemn renewal of our Baptiſmal Vow ; 
and à further confirmation of Covenant 
Bleffings on Goy's part, and of Duty on 
ours. So that a Perſon who gives no 
regard to the Obligations of the former, 


(cheir Bay T 15m) has certainly neither 


a right or meetneſs for the latter, the 
LOKD'SSUPPER. 20-4 


Tur Cuſtom of too many of our 
Eſtabliſh'd Church in this Nation, 
is, contrary to the Rules thereof, to 
admit any that offer themſelves: Nay, 
that holy * Ordinance, /. by our Laws, is 
made a Civil Teſt : Which imbaraſſes 
— Miniſters, and grieves and 
offends; tenderchearted! Chriſtians, and 
hardens a profligate Sinner. But do you 
ſearch 29 Bible, and take a ſerious 
view of the Nature, Ends, and Qualifi- 
;. cations, mentiomd by St. Paul, and 
voll ſee that Perſons either grolly ip- 
natant or immoral, are barr*d [ that: 80. 
lemnity whilſt ſueh!; and that none but 
ſuch as häte Sin as the: greateſt of Evils, 


* rab GOD 10 CHRIST ore” 
— chi 


1 TT K —— PANP IE * * — 
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. 


chief Good and Happineſs, have an In- Sz CT. 
vitation to that Heavenly Banquet, and I. 
ue are to examine ourſelves, Whether "VV 
we be of this Number, and ſo eat of that 


* 


Bread, and drink of that Cup. 

ION hint the frequent uſage of 
te National Church, to let you ſee the 
Neceſſity of taking our Notions and 
Meaſures of what belongs to Go p and 
his Worſhip, from the preſcriptions of 
his Word, rather than Cuſtom or Hu- 
mane Authority: Tho' both theſe: are 
ordinarily carry'd too far in this degene- 
rate Age, ſo as to obſcure and joſtſe out 
much of the Spirituality of the Chriſtian 
Religion and Worſhip. 


3 8 — „ e 


CuRISsTIAN ITT indeed, is pro- 
feſſedly the Religion of this Nation, yet 
the Fundamentals of it are little regard- 
ed; whilſt there are woful Contentions 
for what (comparatively) are but Trifles. 
How frequently do we meet with grofs 
Corruptions in the Doctrine of Original 
Sin, and the univerſal Revolt, and con- 
cerning Bae T1SMy as if all that are 
Baptizd were as truly regenerated. 
Oh! how is our defilement by the firſt 
Sin palliated ; as if we were ſtill ' free to 
good, and able, without a ſuper - natural 
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' SECT. Change, to do by out own Power all 
1 that is — Salvation: As if 
Faith were our own production, rathet 

than Go »'s Gift, and reached no farthet 
than an Aſſent to the Truths of Divine 
Revelation. And for Repentance it's 
generally carried no farther, than a 
common Conviction of Sin, and a ſlight 
reſolution thereupon of Amendment. 


I Cour » be large upon this, but 
Prudence will not permit; therefore do 
you take your Informations of theſe 
Things from your Bible. That will tell 
you, that Sin has fo vitiated as well as 
weakned our rational Faculties, that no 

leſs than an Almighty Power can effect 

our Cure. For how can an unclean Na- 

ture produce a clean Act? or our Dark- 

neſs bring forth Light? or that Enmity 
that's Natural (and therefore prevalent) 
work our Wills to a choice of GOD and 

His Ways what part of any of our 

____ Facultiesis uncorrupt and ſo pure, as to 
Rom. iii. refine the reſt ? take heed then, of har- 
p 1: bouring any Apprehenſions of your being 
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om. v. able by a common Aſſiſtance to renew 
the Image of Go p in your Soul that Sm 
has defac'd and bereav'd you off. Oh! 
remember under what Characters the 
Scripture invites you to CHRIST. In 

Bs coming 


- PELL ff 


Nr 
— 
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all coming to Him for Life as a Perſon that S E c r. 

is Dead, for healing as a ſick wounded I. 
et Soul, and as Poor to be made Rich; nay FN 
et as polluted and defiled, and therefore to John ili; 
ne be Created a-new. Do but obſerve there, 
> WM CurisT's Conference with Nicodemus, 

a and all the deluſive Opinions before: hin- 
ht ted, will effectually be confuted. I 
WM ſhall conclude this with that excellent 

Prayer of St. Paul for the Epheſians, That Eph. i. 15. 

ut the GOD of ear Lox D IIS us CHRIST 8, 19, 20. 
Jo e Father of Glory, may give unto you the 
ſe Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation in the 
I 

as 


— — 


knowledge of Him; the Eyes of your Under- 
is WY ſtanding * enlightned, that you may know 
10 hat is the Hope of his Calling, and what 
& I the Riches of the Glory of his Inheritance in 
2- i che Saints, and what is the exceeding great- 
Ke, of his Power to ur- ward who believe, ac- 
ry WY cording to the working of his mighty Power ; 


) ich he wrought in CHRIST when he 
died Him from the Dead, &c. And 
ir thus I have endeavour'd to lay before 
to vou, what I thought needful for the 
r. WF opening the Nature of that Covenant 
g Jou were initiated into by Bae Tis N. 
I proceed now to the next Head. 
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I. Let your Duty to the Bleſſed Gov MF 
be conſider d. He alone is the ſole Pro 
prietor and Maintainer of your Being; 
e furniſhes you with all the Comforts 
and Accommodations of Liſe, and you 
are wholly at his diſpoſe whether you 
will or not. Your Reſignation does not 
confer a Right, but owns it, and de- 
monſtrates your Gratitude to Him. 


1 : 


Turk what He has done, not ons 

ly in Greation, and in a way of com- 

mon Providence; but in your Redemp- 
tion from the dreadful effects of the grand 
John iii. Revolt: It was Gop that gave his Son 
26: to make you capable of Mercy, and this 
1 Pet. 18. Bleſſed Saviour pufchas'd your freedom 
19. with his own Blood. He voluntarily 
pour'd out his Soul to Death for a loſt 
World, making Himſelf an Offering 2 

| In. 
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Sin; Nothing is wanting to atone Di- SE T. 
vine Juſtice and merit Divine Favour: II. 


; Iſa. liii. 

And the Great Goo commands Joh-i 12. 
your return to Him by Jzsus CHRIST. ** 
He expoſtulates and pleads with you 


| Wherefore do ye ſpend money for that which 16. Ir. 


is not Bread? and your Labour for that 

which ſatisfieth not. Turn ye, Turn ye, from 
jour evil Ways; for why will je die? He Ezek. 
queries how long we will love Sin? pu t. 


He begs and beſeeches us to be n _ 


to him. For that he hath made E SUS 2 Cor. v. 
CHRIST: to feel the Puniſhment of 20, 21. 
our Sins, and to fulfill the Righteouſneſs 

of the Law, that ſo we might partake 

of all Spiritual and Eternal Bleſſings 
through Him. And are they not Bleſs 

ſings of ineſtimable value, to have the 

Son of Gop to Redeem us, and the 

Spirit of Go p to renew us, and conform 

us to his Image and Glory? Again, He 

waits to be gracious, and laments your Folly, Th. xxx; 
0b, that [you were wiſe (ſays he) that you Haut. 
would conſider your latter end | xXxxii. 29 


Tuus you ſee a Gracious Go p has 
omitted no apt Means to perſuade Sin- 
ners to return unto Him. All that's pro- 
per to allure and excite a rational intel- 
ligent Creature, is mob uſe of. What 

| 13 
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SECT. is ſufficient to work upon our Hopes by 
II. the Promiſes; and upon our Fears by 
| - moſt terible Threatnings. There's a free 

AR. vf. pardon for our Guilt ; healing and puri. 

Chap iii. fication for our Filth, ſtrength and pow. 

Ren vi. Er againſt all our Weakneſs, and what- 

24. ever we ſtand in need of: On the other 

Rom. ii.. hand, there is his Wrath and Curſe, 

Ver. 8, 9. there is Death and Damnation, if we 

continue Enemies and Strangers to 


Him. 


Now then, can you diſtinctly think 
upon what Go is, and what He has 
done to make you his ; and not think it 
your indiſpenſable Duty to reſign your- 
felf without delay to be His? I muſt 
tell you (beſides the Tngratitude) tis 
Sacriledge to withhold what is ſo much 
his own ; and groſs Idolatry to Sacrifice 
Yourſelf, Time and Strength, to this 
empty vain World. CFU 


. = = ©”: ./ / . Te. 


II. Weich deliberately the Privilege 
2 Sam. of ſuch a Reſignation to Go p; and yow 
If. I/ z. being taken into a Covenant that is well or 
 ' dered and ſure, Now if you look back 

to what hath been ſaid of the Tenour 

the Covenant, wherein the Bleſſed Gov 

makes over himſelf to us; you can con- 

ceive no leſs than an aſſurance of all that 

* i | | Hap 
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Happineſs you are capable of enjoying. Se cr. 

The Covenant of Grace includes every II. 
good Thing, andaffords the believing NH 
Soul unconceivable Delight. Grace here, . 
and Glory hereafter, are in the Promiſes Fazxiv. 
cntaiPd upon ſuch as ſuperlatively chooſe ,* _ 
and love G o b. They ſball inherit Sub. tor. viil. 
ſtance, and He will fill all their Treaſures! 
They ſhall have every Thing that can 

promote Go p's Glory, and their Spiri- 

tual and Eternal Good. Read Ezekiel 

xxxvi. from the 26th. to the end. Jer. 

xxxi. Rom. viii. Pſal. xxxiv. 10. Nay, 
further; As to this World ſuch are the 

only Happy Perſons; for they may 

be confident of the conſtant Conduct of 


the Accidents and Emergencies of Life ** 

for their higheſt Advantage. And there- PG. xvii. 
fore be your State and Circumſtances 5» 14. 
never ſo gloomy, they can't render pn xxxi. 
a Child of Go p deſtitute of needſul Sup- 23, 24. 


plies or ſupports. Fiume. 


As to this, both the Scriptures and the 
Experience of all Ages will abundantly Cen xxvii 
ſatisſy you. Peruſe the Hiſtory of Jo- 3 
%% when fold into Egypt, and of Daniel 2 
off in the Lions Den, and of the Three bp. l. 
n. Children in the fiery Furnace. You have Dan. vi. 
i David allo recording in his P/alms, mul- (h ... 
vid all g.in bis Pſalms, mul: Gi, nt 
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SECT. tiplied inſtances. So we find the Apo- 
II. flles 5 N 1 Lord — | 
NN to bear their Burdens and paſs trium- 
* — phantly thro this ſtormy Region to 
2 Cor. vi. Glory. Again, if the State of poor Jo 
- be oy thought upon, it gives a ful 
„P. xu. Conviction that a good Man, as ſuch, 
Jobi- muſt be in the ſafeſt Condition: For hi 

Calamities were very ſudden and ama- 
zing; a complication of Miſeries attend. 
ed him ; his Eſtate which was flouriſhing 
in 3 reſpect, was in a ſmall ſpace df 
Time by different Ways rendred ' the 
moſt deſolate ; his Children were kill'd, 
and his Subſtance deſtroy'd, or taken 
from him, his Health and Honour loſt; 
and loathſome Difeaſes, with extreme! 
Poverty fell upon him: So that to ſenſ Þ 
he was the miſerableſt Man upon the! 
Earth; and yet notwithſtanding, by! 
Divine Influences he was enabled, in the 
exerciſe of Faith __ 2 to retain 
4.45 . his Integrity and keep cloſe to Goo 
88 And cs it) he not only had Suſten- 
tation, but a deliverance from all his Dif 
ſtreſſes, and an ample Recompence from 
Job tit, G 0 p, of double the Bleflings he had at 
firſt. Thus you ſee Gop will ever be 
with his upright Servants amidſt the mol! 
hazardous Evils that can poſſibly _ 
M 
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them in this World „ and make all SE CGT. 


Things turn to their real Benefit. 


B u r on the other hand, Is our Con- 
dition proſperous, and does à Series 
bright Providences attend us? Have we 
Riches, Honour, Friends, Health, and 
all our Hearts can wiſh? Alas! What 


II. 
Kom. viii. 
of 2 Cor. iv. 


16, 19,18, 
Pſa. Iv. 22. 


are theſe ſeparate from the Love and Pla-xzxiz, 


Favour of Go p, who is the Giver: of 
them? Is not poor Man i his beft Eſtate al- 
| rogether Vanity? He walks but in 4 vain 
ſvew, defiring to enjoy, or diſquieting him- 


elf for the want of meer Shadows, which 


neither fill nor ſatisfy, nor abide with 
him. How many vacancies are there 
in a rational immortal Soul, which the 
pleaſures .of the brutal Animal part can 
never ſupply or fill up ? as the Book of 
Eccleſiaſtes will ſhow you. For untill 
we are reconciled to Gon through Faith 
in Jesus CHRIST, and the Breach 
which Sin has caus'd be made up and 
pardon obtain*d, a poor Soul has no true 


1 or ſolid Comfort in the greateſt abun- 


dance of worldly Accommodations ; nor 
can have any aſſurance, that he ſhall a- 
bide with them, or ey with him one 
Moment ; which is a T 

to damp all his Carnal Pleaſure, 


C 3 Bur 


ought ſufficient 


v. 77 8, 9. 
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H. Bur a Holy Man has his outward In. 
joyments as Go »'s Gifts, and Pledges of 
his Love, they being beftow'd upon him 

© with peculiar Bleſſing; and this ſweet. 
-Pfa.lxxiii. ens his poſſeſſion of them. In uſing the 
FEI 1:3; Creature, he deſires to enjoy his Gop; 

2, 5, therefore he centers his Expectations as 
cdo Kind, Proportion, and Continuance, 
in the Divine Pleaſure ; as knowing that 
earthly Goods are but accidental to our 
Happineſs, and that Go p in his Cove- 
nant does but Conditionally promiſe 
Epheſ.i.z. them. As for Grace and Glory, theſe 
indeed, are effential to our Bleſſedneſfs, 
and therefore are abſolutely convey'd to 
Believers. And even with reſpect to this 

Bag they ſhall have what's for 

Go p's Glory and their beſt Good, But 

as for them, who are not in Cove- 

nant with Go d, they are (as fuch) 
Strangers to all the Promiſes, and re- 

ceive what they have only from the 

bounty of his common Proyidence, and 

Pol. v. 4, With it his Anger and Curſe; Whereas 
5, „2 Child of G0 p has his Preſence and 
Love, which ſweetens Afflictions as well 
Pfl. cli. 28 Enjoyments. O happy, happy is the 
j- ©" Perſon whoſe Gov is che Loxs!' 


III. Mogs7 
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III. Mos r ſure then, the ſooner you 
reſign yourſelf to Go p, as it will be 
the mote pleaſing to Him, fo the more 
comfortable to yourſelf, You have his 
Command to oblige, and his Promiſe 
to — you to this. Remember thy 
Creator in : 


thoſe that love me, (ſays the bleſſed G o p) 


SECT. 
II. 


Eccl. xii. 
T 


Prov. viii. 


days of thy Youth. And I love 17. 


and they that ſeek me early ſhall find me. Ila. Iv. 3. 


In your Bible you will meet with man 


places to excite you to be ſpeedy in this 


Duty. 


AN p pray conſider, Is it not highly 
reaſonable your Creator ſhould make 
the demand of Heart, Time and Strength 
in Youth, which is the prime Part of 
Life? And who is there in all the 
World that can pretend either a Right 
to challenge, or a Power to enrich and 
ennoble you, but Go p the Fountain of 
all Good 2 Whoſe Favour is better than 
Life in the moſt extenſive ſenſe; and the 
want of it is in an equal degree Death, 
For belides, that the vicious Appetites, 
and rebellious Motions, the uncontroul- 


able and various Intereſts in the Mind of 


2 Wicked Man (which neither Reaſon 
nor Religion can govern) is Death in the 


greatelt degree; and an Annihilation is 


G4 iv 
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Ser. preferable by far; Beſides all this, the 


1 


Wrath of an Omnipotent Eternal Being, 


would be ſuch an addition to our Miſery 
as no Words can expreſs. 


Ar as! Till you live to Goo, you 
are both ſpiritually and legally Dead. 
And if this be your Caſe, can you begin 
too ſoon to Live, (that is) to get out of 
your preſent miſerable State by ſeeking 
the Love and Favour of G o » ? 


FuRTHERMORE You are a Dependent 


Being, and muſt fix ſomewhere ; but 
this lower World is as unſuitable as it is 
fading, and it 1s impoſſible to ſecure a 
Portion here. The Things and the 
Men of this World are mutable and tran- 


ſient, always upon the change and paſ- 


ſing away. But the Bleſſed Go p is as 
immutable in his Love, as he is Omnipo- 
tent in his Power, therefore the fitteſt 
Object of our Delight and 'Fruſt, 


Ap to perſuade you to an earl 
Piety conſult but your Reaſon, whic 
will tell you, That the Spring of your 
Age is the moſt proper Seaſon to culti- 
vate and enrich the Soul with Spirituals, 
as it is to furniſh the Earth with Plants 
and Vegitables. An eaſter and deeper 

| impreſſion 
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impreſſion of the Rules and Methods of s E. 
Science (according to your Capacity) is II. 
made upon Youth, and conſequently the 
diſcoveries Gop affords to a young Per- 

ſon will have a more abiding Force and Provaxii. 
Efficacy. ate Fe 


Acain, Conſider how many that de- 
ſer'd their Repentance to an Hereaiter, 
are cut off and gone to everlaſting Tor- 
ments. As for ſuch whom the Lord in 
their declining Age has brought home to 
Himſelf, what a Grief is it to them, that 
they ſtood it out ſo long, and were ſo 
eaſy and contented in a ſtate of Enmity 
to Gop, and Vaſſalage to the Devil. 
They can't but wonder at their Impeni- 
tency and Unbelief, and are at a loſs to 
app, thoſe comfortable Promiſes which 
would give Courage in the bearing of 
their Burthens, and Strength to reſiſt 
their Sin and Temptations. They find 
their prejudices againſt Religion ſo deep- 4 
1 rooted, and their corrupt Habits ſo 
rong, as does in a great meaſure ob- 
ſtruct the enjoyment of that Pleaſure 
which an early Piety would have pro- 
curd them. 


. 
* + 


OA Conſider, That your Return by 
| Delays is render d more hazardous -_ 
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SE CT. 


II. ly Votary to Religion, what ſweet Re. 
WY flettions muſt it afford! when young 
diately from a Divine Influence upon the 
amidſt a variety of Diverſions, {tron 


fections; and are but ofa weak Judgment 


Matth. iv. 
: 3, 4 8, 9: 


Ot WP NY a} 


leſs comfortable. But the being an ear- 


Perſons in the Bloom of their Age do 
ſeek after God, it's eſteem'd more imme. 


Heart; becauſe in that ſeaſon they are 
Temptations, violent Paſſions and Af. 


and ſmall Experience, which a corrupt 
Inclination does ordinarily ſoon over. 
rule: So that to be under Divine Impreſ- 
ſions, and to have a ſerious Senſe of God 
in that Age, is ſomewhat extraordinary 
and remarkable. Belides, we may add, 
that in that time of our Life,the Faſhions 
of the World, and the ſubtil Infinuations 


of the Devil, are all of as mighty ſorce 


| 
to enticeand allure, as the Difficulties of | 
Religion are to terrify and affright. You WW 
read how Satan attack d our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour with his pretended Right to the 
World, and his Aſſignation of it to 
CnrisT, if he would fall down and f 
worſhip him. With proffers of the like 
nature he frequently afſaults young Per- 
ſons. For ſuch then, to reje& all theſe 
embaraſments from Self, the World, and 
the Devil, ſhows the Power of Divine 
Grace; andas it's kindly reſented mw; 
R Nn 
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ſo muſt it afford a ground of ſolid and Sz ct. 
ſtrong Comfort to themſelves. + - 

| Moxxove, Such by an early Dedi- 
I cation to Gop, are in a great meaſure 
eęecured from the hurtful Aſſaults of their 
Enemies without, and the deep Impreſ- 
ſions of corrupt Habits within, They 
were ſoon pluck*d from under the Paw 
of the Lion, and out of the deſtructive 
paths of Sin, and inſtated in the Immu- 

nities and Bleſſings of Goy's Covenant, 

and are incircled in the Arms of the 

Almighty. And as by the Grace of Gon 

they are aſſiſted, not only to reſiſt Sin 

and Temptation, but to walk holily and 

pleaſantly all their Days; ſo their Death 

too is uſually attended with abundance 

of Joy and Comfort. For they can't 

have thoſe ſad Reflections, as others 
ho have ſpent the beſt of their Time 

and Strength in Sin and Vanity. Hence 

there were none ever repented they be- 

gan too ſoon, but many that they de- 

ter'd to ſeek Gop ſo long. Be you fo 

Wiſe then as to chooſe the Fear of the 

Loxy. Look upon Holineſs as the Or- 

nament of your Being ; that which 

will advance you to the neareſt reſem- 

blance to Gop, and fit you for the glo- 

rifying and enjoying of Him. | 
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AN pas a Cloſe to this Head, I think 


"a 


— * 
* 


it not improper to mention my own Ex 
perience of the great Advantage of be- 
ing Serious betimes. For at Twelve 
Years Old it pleaſed Gow ſo to impreſs 
an accidental Matter upon my Mind, as 
to occaſion a deep Concern in me about 
my Soul, how I ſhould eſcape the Hell 


I deſerv'd; and attain Heaven, which I 


found myſelf unworthy of and unfit for, 
Sin lay heavy, and my whole Thoughts 
were imploy'd how to have it pardoned 
and ſubdued, 


I SexzznILY apply'd my ſelf to ſeek 
Gop and ſtudy his Word; by which I 
came to know in what Method the Sal- 
vation of loſt Sinners was ſettled. And 
that as Ixsus CüRISsT was by Gop ſet 
forth to be a Propitiation ; ſo it was by 
Faith in his Blood that Peace with my 
offended Soveraign muſt be obtained, 
And therefore, as I could, I apply'd my 
felf to JES us as tender'd in the Goſpel, 
and I found the Aſſembly's Catechiſm of 
fingular Uſe to inform my Judgment in 
the weighty Points of Religion. The 
Offers of the Goſpel were exceeding wel 
come, for I ſaw my ſelf ſinful, vile, 
and impotent; and the Commands alſo 


no . 
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carry'd the Signatures of Divinity upon Ser. 
them; and appearꝰd in their Nature and II. 
Tendency adapted to reduce to thelmage, 
and prepare for the Favour of Gop. Nay, 

even that of Self-demial, and of taking up 

the Croſs, I was convinced was neceſſary, 
conſidering how Self was corrupted, and 

had encroach'd upon the Divine Autho- 

rity: And as to CHRIS T's Croſs, the 
Supplies and Supports of his Grace, and 

the Glories that would be uſher'd in by 

patient continuance in well-doing, over- 
balanc'd all my Neluctancies, as to 

that. | | | 


My whole Deſire was, to get an In- 
tereſt in CHRIST, to feel the workings 
of godly Sorrow, and a lively Faith 
rightly to imbrace the Lord IE Sus 
CR is r in all his Offices. And Oh, 
how frequently was I converſant in Di- 
vine Appointments, as knowing they 
were inſtituted as a Means of Converſe | 
between Go p and Us. Many Promiſes 
were frequently brought to my Mind [ 
which rais'd my Expectation and Hope, | 
that I ſhould not wait in vain. Parti- 
cularly that in the Proverbs, They that | 
ſeek Me early, ſhall find me. I found that | 
I was invited by Jesus CuxrisT 


himſelf to come to Him, a heavy laden Math. i. | 
Soul 23- 
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SECT. Soul as I Was. The Ivth of Iſaiah, and 
II. many other Scriptures (which diſcover'( 
the Freeneſs and Suitableneſs of the Go- 
ſpel Covenant to my Soul) convined 

1 me, that nothing but my own Unyil. 
| lingneſs could obſftru& my Salvation, 


But that in the cxth P/alm, ver. 3. inti- 
mating, that when CHRIST exerted 
his Power, I ſhould be willing, made 
me wait for this Favour : And then the 
clear View I had of what He was, and 
had done to poor loſt Creatures, filenc' 
thoſe: Suggeſtions which my Unbelief 
did frequently caſt before me. | 


In ſhort, Go and CHRIST were 
Glorious in my Eyes, and Sin loathſome, 
alſo Self (before my Idol) then appeard 
an empty weak Thing, and the World 
1 a mere Trifle: But the Word and Ways 


=. of God, were my Delight. I never 
#2 could have thoſe ardent Deſires ſince, 
| as I found at my firſt Acquaintance 
with Religion. | 


i AFTER ſome Months mature Con- 
4 ſideration of the Nature and Tenour of 
the Covenant into which I was enter'd 
by Baptiſm, I did, by the help of Mr. A. 
len's Book, draw up a Form, both as to 
the Grace on G o 9's Part, and Duty on 

| mine. 
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mine. With earneſt Prayer to Gop $t cT, 


for a prepar'd Heart, I refolv'd'in the 


ſenſe of my Unworthineſs and Sinſul＋— 


neſs to caſt myſelf upon the Grace there- 
in ſpecify d, believing the Goodneſs, Ve- 
racity and Power of the Promiſer to 
make it good. And ſor m ſelf, J pre- 


ſum'd not to promiſe any thing in my 
pecting that whatever 


own ſtrength, ex 
was injoyn'd as the Matter of my Obe- 
dience, JESus CHRIST as the Media- 
tor of the New Covenant, would ſee 
that I ſhould have Strength to perform 
it, It was from Him that my Help was 
to be had; for in my on Eyes I was no- 
thing, and by my own ſtre I found 
I could do nothing in à holy manner: 
But the Promiſes of Go p's Grace ih 
CurisT, were ſufficient to enable me 


co all Things. In a word, I did ſet ſome 


Time a-part and very ſolemnly and ex- 
preſsly gave myſelf up to Go o, I hope 
ſincerely; for J have found that Tranſ- 
action between the great IEHOVAR, 
and my poor Soul of laſting and fingular 
Uſe both to quicken and comfort me. 
Oh,this early Surrender to Gop has been 
often a Spur to Duty, and is ftill an In- 
couragement to hope and truſt in Gov 
(the Go p of my Youth who betimes 
drew me into-Covenant with his E 
Se 


II. 


2 
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Sec. Self) leaving all Alotments as to th 


II. 


- 


World to his _— And I muſt tel 

ou, the Requeſts I put up to Gop (ſig. 
Ailing a deſire only to Honour Ga 
and to have his Preſence and Bleſſing) 


„ 


the very Remembrance, I ſay, of theſe 
early Petitions have often revived me. 
Nay, in Straits and Difficulties I have 
minded Gop of them, as what his Spirit 


ſuggeſted ſo long ago to my Thoughts, 
| And Oh how faithfully has G o o aQed 


in all his various Methods of Providence! 
I remember, in one —_— Sickneſs, 
when in my own and others Apprehen- 
fions, near Eternity, I was greatly com- 
forted from the review of my firſt De- 
dication. For being in great Darknels, 
Gop made the remembrance of my 


frame of Spirit in that Work, to be an 


Evidence of my Grace, and that I was 
His: S0 I lay all that Sickneſs in a 


calm compoſed Frame. nr el 


AND now, I hope theſe Things from 
my own Experience, will have a due 
force upon you, to perſuade to a ſpeedy 
Dedication of yourſelf to Gop, now in 
the Prime of your Time. And parti- 
cularly I would adviſe you in this early 
Seaſon to lay in a Treaſure of Spiritual 
Truths; for I find thoſe Notions which 
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[ imbibed when young, and the Know- Sec r. 
| ledge I got then, has left a Tincture, II. 
and furniſh'd me with thoſe Apprehen. www 
ſions that are moſt forcible and abiding ; 
and I can better remember Particulars 
that I read or heard, whilſt Memory 
was ſtrong, and my Head clear and free 
from worldly Incumbrances, than I can 
now. Do not then waſte your Time, 
and neglect the Improvement of your 
Reaſon by Scripture Knowledge, Trea- 
ſure that up in your Heart, that ſo in 
all Caſes and 88 you may 
bring forth the Promiſes or Threatnings, 
or Precepts of Go p as need requires. 
Study the Aſſembl)'s Catechiſm, in which 
you have an Epitome of the Chriſtian 
Religion, an excellent Abridgment of 
what is to be believ'd or practisꝰd in or- 
der to our Salvation. It was exceeding 
uſeſul to me, and with the Divine Blef: 
ling, will tend to furniſh your Under- 
ſtanding with fundamental Truths, 


IV. Tux fourth Motive may be 
taken from the ſad Conſequences of re- 
fuling, or delaying to renew your Bap- 
tiſmal Vow. Oh conſider you'll miſs of 
the Bleſſings by renouncing the Duties, 
You'll cut off the Entail of Mercies, by 
breaking your Obligations to Obedi- 
. D once, 


rr _ 
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SEC. ence, and fo put yourſelf out of that Co. 
II. venant into which you were early initia. 
ted, and lay yourſelf under a Curſe both 
here and hereafter, if you continue in a 
State of Impenitency and Unbelief 
Dwell upon this Thought till it awaken 
you, and you'll find it over-ballance all 
the falſe Gloſſes or Repreſentations of a 
corrupt Fancy or deceitful World. Be. 
lieve it, Miſery muſt attend a State of 
Enmity to Gop (which alas! is the 
State of all by Nature) : And this wil 
appear, if you conſider the Nature of a 
rational Soul, and the Diſpoſition of 4 
ſinful One, together with the Righte- 
ous and Juſt Determination of Go p as to 
Perſons who wilfully refuſe his Grace, 
and chuſe their own Ways tho' they per- 

iſh eternally in them. And 


1. As to the Nature of a rational 
Soul: It is of fo curious a Compoſition, 
that it is capable of the moſt intenſe 
Happineſs or Miſery conceiyable. It's 
a Noble Being, both as to Operations 
and Injoyments; for it's a fpirityal 
rational, and immortal Being, vaſt in 
its Reaches and Thoughts, and bound 
leſs in its Defires. enen 
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Now Conſider, Your Soul retain 
31 its 
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its Nature, tho” it has loſt its Purity. Sr. 
And Gon alone (its Glorious Original) II. 
can ſuit it. He is a S R IT infinite, VV 
eternal, and unchangeable in all Per- 
ſections; and fo can fill, and fatisfy, and 

abide with your immortal Spirit. As 

to Things of a corporeal, limited, and 
periſhing Nature, they can't gratily, 
improve, or abide with it. Theſe, in- 

deed, by our Kind CREATOR are 

| appropriated to maintain and delight 

the animal Life ; but, alas! they reach 

no higher in their Operations than they 

are in their Natures ; for Nothing can 

act above its Capacity. Our Souls muſt 

have Supplies and Entertainments from 

what's ſublime and ſuitable to their 
intellectual Nature, and commenſurate 

to their Duration. | 
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Sucn is not this World; For the be 
more this is coveted, the lets it's in- 
ſoy'd; and we are only ſafe and happy 
in ſuch a Meaſure and Uſe, as forwards 
our main Concern. and Buſineſs, viz. 
Ihe glorifying GO p, and the injoying 
his Enes for ever, Moſt certain 
the Goods of this Earth are no further 
juſtly defirable, than as they ſubſerve 
or promote the principal Ends of Re- 
ligion, Therefore when they entice and 

| D2 winn 
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urn 
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SECT. winn upon us to diſpenſe with or tran. 
II. greſs the Bounds Thar ſets us; then 
YT they debaſe, enfeeble, and defile our 
precious. Souls; and G oD is provok'd 
either to take them from us, or curſe 

them to us. N 


3 
9 
f 


TI Cox Ess it's ſtrange, That our 
every Day's Experience - the Shallow- 
neſs and Fickleneſs of terrene Thin 
does not affect us. It was Solomon's wile 
Motto upon the World, That it was no 
better than a Compound of Sin and: Va- 

nity, and ſo procur'd nothing but Vexa- 
tion. It's evident from Scripture, he 

had as large a Share of the Injoyments 

here Below as Any; alſo peculiar Wiſ- 

dom to improve and apply them for his 

Uſe and Satisfaction; and yet after all, he 

gives his final Determination, viz. That 

the whole World is an unſatisfying, vain 

Job xxviii Thing: But the Fear of the Lord, that i 

* Wiſdom ; and to depart from Evil, that i 

Prov. xix. Underſtanding. Intimating this, as what 

23. doth at the ſame Time include both 

_ xi. our Duty and Felicity. 


AGAIN, As to the Unſuitableneſs 
of this World to our Souls, you have 
a gieater than Solomon, even our Blel- 
ſed Saviour, who beſt knew the 5 0 
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of both, and He tells us, That it will not SECT. 
profit 4 Man if he could gain the whole 4 
World , and loſe his Own Soul; for that Mark viii. 
nothing can be given as a valuable Con- 36, 37. 
ſideration for his Soul. This is above 

the Reach of ſublunary Injoyments, and 

muſt after the fulleſt Poſſeſſion of the 

World remain empty and unfatisfy*d : 
Whatever be the Good that is propos'd, 

yet if it be ſuch as we can look beyond 

and ſee to the End of; it is for that 

very Reaſon uncapable of rendring us 


Happy. | | 


Moxtover conſider, The Deſires 
of the Soul are always upon the Motion 
and Increaſe, and earthly Things _ 
of a limited and fading Nature, mu 
5 be weaken'd and leſſen'd 
by Uſe; and ſo our Fruition abated ſor 
Want of ſomething more new to enter- 
tun our Senſes and Appetites. 


BuT Laſtly, as a further Allay, The 
World is mutable and changeable, and 
conſidering the Levity and Fickle- 
nels of our 'Tempers, it's impoſſible we 
ſhould be eafy or happy with it as a 
Portion, For 'tis continually paſſing 
away and changing its Afpet. Tho! 
we are rich, in Health, Peace and Ho- 

D 3 nour 
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II. 


Luke xii. 
19, 20. 


that he had treaſur'd up? Thus you ke 
from the Nature both of the rational 
Soul, and of the Things of the World, 


flow. 
2. Having conſider'd the Nature df 


tion of a ſinful one, and it will appear 
how remote it is from true Happinef, 


Advice ta « DAUGHTER. 
nour to Day; a new and contrary: Scene 
may preſent to Morrow. Poverty, 
Sickneſs or Diſgrace; nay, Death may 
unexpectedly ſeize us, as it did the rich 
Worldling. No fooner had he fill'd his 
Stores, and promis'd himſelf many Years 
Solace and Pleaſure, than GO Þ (even 
that very Night) requir'd him to fur- 
render his Soul. And whoſe then, was al 


that no ſuitable or abiding Happnels 
can be obtain'd from theſe ſublunary 
Enjoyments. It is then from Gop the 
Parent of the Soul, and the all compre- 
henſive Good, that our Bleſſedneſs mult 


a rational Soul, view alſo the Diſpoſ- 


till its evil Diſpoſition be alter'd ; -Nay, 
while that continues, it muſt be myers 
ble even from its vwn Productions 
Evil Principles muſt bring forth evil 
Things. Sin is fo vile in itſelf, that it“ 
ſufficient to make the Perſon that hat 
bours or indulges it unexpreſſibly un- 
eaſie. It's the Quinteſſence of all Evi 


and 
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and has occaſion'd every Thing that is SES. 
miſchievous or deſtructive to the World, II. 

It was Sin which drown'd the World of Yo 
Old; Alfo Sin burnt Sodom and ' Gomor- 
rah, and has fince overturn'd whole 
Kingdoms by Wars and Confufions. 

There are Millions of Souls who feel the 

{ad Effects of it in the other World. 


Ou conſider its baſe Original, the 
Compound of its Nature, and its malig- 
nant Productions. It's different in its 
Species, Acts, and Tendencies, from 
all that is Wiſe, Juſt, True, Holy or 
Good; and fo, is directly oppoſite to 
the Bleſſed Gop, who is Infinite, Eter- 
| nal, and Unchangeable in thoſe Perfe- 
ctions. Sin caſts a Soul out of the Image 
and Favour of Go p, and forms it in- 
to the miſhapen, vile Complexion of the 
Devil. How can any that have ſuch 
a Nature and Diſpoſition, produce A- 
Qions that are either comfortable to 
themſelves, or uſeful to their Aſſociates ? 
This is morally impoſſible. And were 
it not for Divine Influences and Re- 
ſtraints, (as the common Acts and Me- 
thods of GO 's Government for the 
| Good of the Rational Nature in general) 
we ſhould ſoon feel the woeful Conſe- 
quences of the grand Revolt. Nothing 
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Sect. bat Cruelty and Revenge, Ambition and 

JE Pride, Covetouſneſs and Rapine, anda 

— Thouſand other Diabolical Practices 

would moleſt, till they had deſtroy' 

Property and Unity. And fure theſe 

James iv, Qualities demonſtrate Sin, as I before 
44,345. ſaid, the Quinteſſence of Evil. 


Ou let us adore the Goodneſs of God 
that reſtrains the wicked Tempers of 
Men in a great Meaſure, or they would 
break out to a univerſal Deſtruction. 

But tho? a great deal of Miſchief is pre. 
vented, ſo long as their vicious Diſpoſiti- 
ons are thus pent up in their own Breaſts, 
yet they cannot but fill the Mind which 
harbours them with continual Conteſts, 
ariſing from the Contrariety of their 

Tit. iii. 3. manifold Deſires and Appetites contend- 
3 Cor. vi. ing one againſt the other, and which, 
"while they are ſtriving for the Maſtery, 
do however jointly combine to torment, 
embaraſs, and enſlave the Spirit, that 
(hereby) is under as many Maſters as 
there are Luſts to be pleas'd and ferv'd.I 
wiſh the Inconſiſtence, and Oppoſitenels 
of one vitiated Appetite to another, to- 
gether with the Dominion that each 
pretends to over a poor apoſtate Crea- 
ture were well thought upon. It would 
ſoon manifeſt our natural and woful 
1 Bondage 
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Bondage, and prompt to a ſpeedy Ap- Sec 7. 

— to the Bleſſed IEsus for II. 

Freedom. eee 

W. | 34435136. 

WHAT a Slavery is it, to have fo 

many Tyrants contending in one Breaſt 

for Maſtery ! To have Pride and Ambi- 

tion oppoſed by Covetouſneſs and Mo- 

roſeneſs ; to have ſtrong Inclinations and 

Deſires to ſuch and ſuch Things, which 

zur Circumſtances and Intereſts can't 

admit or gratify ; And therefore un- 

onceivable Diſquietments muſt be the 

Reſult and Iſſue. 


Bu r on the contrary the Holy Soul | 
as only One Holy, Wiſe, and Gracious : Cor.y.g. 
0D to pleaſe and ſerve who is unaltera- | 
ly the ſame; and ſo he is free from 
hoſe racking Cares and Fears that ever xg jy, 
elide in a carnal ſenſual Perſon? =. 


AGAIN you may add to the impe- 
uous and oppoſite A ppetites of the for- 
er, the ſtinging Reflections of Conſci- 
nce, which muſt be conſequent upon 
atural and habitual Wickedneſs. Cox- 
ence is ſet up by Go p in our Spirits, 
o direct or check us, as to moral Good, 
Ir Evil; and the Force of Conſcience is 
uch as to appale the ſtouteſt Sinners, 

when 


1 
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SECT. * by G vo Dir it male 
| a dvetzure, telling them their egregion; 
WY Folly in lighting the moſt — | 
Good and Evil, and not allowing either 
of 'em a Place in their Thoughts. Bu, 
on the contrary, ſuffering their Regars, 
and Views to terminate in the hitth 
tranſient Things of Senſe, and theſe nM 
employ their Pains, and claim ther 
Choice and Delight, while they have na 
valu'd the Things of Go p, and the 
vaſt Concernments of Eternity. Muf 
not fuch prepoſterous Fooliſhneſs neceſ. 
farily occaſion fad Reflections in a Man' 
Spirit, upon every Turn of Providence, 
eſpecially when he finds his ExpeCtations 
as to this World fruſtrated and difap 
pointed? 7 5 14 


Iſa Ari. IN ſhort, There can be »o Peace to th 
18 Micted, becauſe they are at Enmity 
| with Go p, and at Diſcord with them. 
Rom. viii. ſelves, and fitly compar'd to the troub!e 
7 Sea, when it cannot veſt, whoſe waters «4 
up mire and dirt. Do but look upon 
them, as the ivth Chap. to the Epheſias; 
and the iiid to the Romans deſcribes em, 
and you'll account them very miſerablc 
How ſoever gay and airy they may ap- 
| pear, yet in the Midſt of Laughter ther * 
Heart is fad. So that I may proper, 
py 0 ; | 12 app) 


P22 a TA a PP Xo 


% 


— — 


Advice to a DAUGHTER, 43 


apply that to the Senſualiſt which J once Sec. 
heard to a Miſer, (via.) He gets his II. 
Pleaſures with Care, He keeps them wit 
fear, He. parts with em with Sorrow, 

and muſt account for em with Torment, 

and that eternal, for the Concluſion is 

diſmal. Their Wickedneſs overthrows prorigt. 
them, and all their Expectations fail 5 
them except that of Divine Vengeance, 
which leads to the third and laſt De- 
monſtration of the wretched Condition of 
natural unregenerate Perſons. | 


3. In that they are liable to the 
Curſe and eternal Puniſhment of Go. 
The Wrath of the Omnipotent abides 2 * 
upon the impenitent Unbeliever. They 2 
are under the Curſe by the Breach of 
the Firſt Covenant (which aſſures us, 
That the Soul that fins ſhall die). And as 
they have not an Intereſt in JIBSus 
CyrIisT (by Faith) fo the Grace of 
the Second Covenant belongs not to 
them. And therefore the threatned 
Wrath is their Portion. 


Tux ſecond Chapter ver. 1, 2, 3. to 
the Epheſians, repreſents the natural 
Lemper and State of Mankind. There 
WW we are faid to be dead in Treſpaſſes and 
nu becauſe ſtupid and void of all 

3 i 6 Senſe 
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SECT. 


II. 


Senſe and Feeling of the defiling, and de. 


ſtructive Power of Sin. Again, as to our 


Manner of Life, and the Courſe of our 


* 


Rom. viii. 


7. 


Eph. ii. 2. 


— 


Actions, we conform to the inward vi- 
cious Principles, and the outward Cu- 
ſtoms of this degenerate World, but not 
to the Light of Reaſon or the Law of 
Gop. 'Then, as to their Governour and 
Exemplar, he is called, the Prince of the 
power of the Air (that malignant Spirit the 


Devil.) It is he that rules in the Hearts of 


the Children of diſobedience. "Therefore in 
the next place (as the Conſequence of this 
Rebelhon) comes the juſt Denunciation 
of Go D's Curſe, wer. 3. ſuch are Chil- 
dren of Wrath whilſt they continue Chil- 
dren of Diſobedience. | 


THESE Verſes are a lively Delinea- 
tion of a natural State; and in the 40 
5 and 6th Verſes which follow, we 
have the Goſpel State moſt elegantly ſet 
forth, (vis. ) That in the Original it was 
from Gop's Love and Mercy, and in the 
Way and Method, by JEsus Curisr, 
that any are quickned: And it is 
through Free Grace we muſt be ſa ved. 
For Jesus CHRISH by His perfect 


Obedience to the Law, and bearing its 
Curſe for us, has merited the Promiſes 


of the Goſpel, ; 5 
Bu 


6 
b 
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\ 
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Bu r all this is only applicable to 
ſenſible Sinners: As for thoſe who reject 
his Offers, Divine Wrath muſt unavoid- 
ably light upon them. And whenever 
Conſcience ſhall ſmite, or Afflictions 
ſeize the poor Wretches, they muſt be at 
their Wits End; nothing can eaſe or help 
them. This Mr. S. I. profeſs'd to me 
had often been his Caſe: His Conſci- 
ence wou'd accuſe and terrify Him; tho? 
by carnal Delights he endeavour'd to 
ſtifle it, yet it would ſo frequently fly 
afreſh upon him, that he faid he had a 
— unpleaſant Life, His carnal, -ſinfut 
Deſires and Appetites drawing one Way, 
and Reaſon, Conſcience, and the Word 
of Go p another, ſo that he could have 
no Quiet. His Heart he found as hard 
as a Stone, without any due relenting 
Senſe of Sin ; yet he had a Dread what 
the Iſſue would be of cancelling: his 
Obligation to Go p, and nulling the 
Efficacy of a ſtrict and pious Educa- 
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tion. And ſo no doubt it is with others 


of his Converſation, whenever they 
look inward to their Conſcience, or 
upward to GO Dp. A Terrour muſt 
fall upon them, tho' nothing in Com- 
pariſon of that Vengeance awaits their 
Entrance into the other World. Then 
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IE 


. 
Matthew 


XXV. | 


go ye Carſed imo everlaſting Burnings is 


their Sentence from an Holy, Juſt, and 


Angry Go p. Oh the Anguiſh of the 
Soul! to think what they have oſt; 
Eternal Bleſedneſs! And alſo to bear 
what they feel, and muſt endure through. 
out Eternity! And beſides (as an Addi. 
tion to their Miſery) thoſe vicious Spi. 
rits which they carried with them (out 
of this World,) will be an unconceiva- 
ble Torment for Want of fit Objects to 


TAs Deſires. There the Drun- 


the Glutton, the Senſualiſt will 
find Nothing to ſuit or gratify their 
wicked Diſpoſitions, and therefore theſe 
muſt needs be a grievous Torment to 
the Souls which brought them thither. 


Fox its a certain Truth, that our 
moral Principles and Actions, go with 
us into the other World, and will attend 
us to the great Tribunal (to be try'd 
and ſentenc'd) nay, they will abide with 
us for ever. Thus a good Man is faid 
to have his Works to follow him, and 
his Temper alſo. For in Heaven (when 


he is perfected in Holineſs, and enter- 


tain'd with the Viſion of Gop) he ſhall 
find a wonderful Satisfaction from that 
Likeneſs and Reſemblance which _— 
Soul has to the Bleſſed Gop ; in tho 
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Diſpoſitions alſo which he brought with Sz cr. 


him to that Place ; where he the 


Society and Employments (as well as SW 
the Ob "8. 


s and Recompences) to be 
unſpeakably entertaining andi 
to him. And thus tis evident to a con- 
ſidering Perſon, that as Holineſs makes 


* 


capable of Happineſs, ſo Sin renders a 


Man morally unfit for any other than 


2 State of Torment; becauſe Sin and 
Suffering are in their on Nature inſe- 


parable. And hence it is that we con- 


ceive-of Heaven and Hell, as a State or 
Temper as well as a Place; and more 
properly can we do it under this No- 
tion, conſidering that at the Reſurrecti- 
on our Natural Bodies ſhall be raiſed Spi- 
ritual Bodies. TH T7 


AN p now for a Concluſion to this 
general Head, containing ſundry Mo- 
tives to perſuade to a ſpeedy Dedication 
to Gop; Let me beg you would em- 
ploy your Thoughts upon, 1. Your Du- 
ty to Gop, He having an undoabted 
unlimited Right to you. 2. The Privi- 
leges of a ſpecial Relation to Him. 
3. The Advantage of an early Dedica- 
tion, that the ſooner you are devoted to 
G o yy the more pleaſing will it be to 
Him, and comfortable to yourſelf. 

31 4. The 
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SECT. 4. The ſad Conſequences of Refuſing, or 
IL Delaying to renew your Baptiſmal En. 
WS — Miſery muſt be the End of 
fſuch Impenitency and Obſtinacy. Its 
F unavoidable if you live and die in fuch 
# 2 a Temper; as I have evinc'd, 1. From 
j the Nature of a rational Soul. 2. From 
| | the Diſpoſitions and Productions of 2 
5 ſinſul one. 3. From the righteous De- 
f nunciations of Divine eternal Wrath, as 
alſo the evil and vicious Principles and 
Actions that muſt follow a wicked Soul 
to Hell, and will for ever be his Tor- 
mentors. I now come to 
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TO Anſwer ſome very common 
Objections and .cunning Inſinua- 

tions which the Devil our grand Enem 
_ lays in the Way to obſtru@ or hinder this 
important Concern of Surrendring our- 
| ſelves to the Great Goo, as by Baptiſm 


we are oblig'd to do. 


Object. I. Anp here the Firſt Attempt 
is to hinder any Thing that has a Ten- 
dency to ſuch an AQ, eſpecially in young 
ES Perſons, 
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Perſons; inſinuating that at their Age SEG. 
they will beſt reliſn the Pleaſures of III. 
Senſe, and that Youth may be allow'd WWM 
to enjoy ſome Pleafure, and that it will 

be ſoon-enough to be thoughtſul when 

their Guſt of Creature- Enjoy ments is a- 

bated, and their Faculties enfeebled by 

Old Age sg | 


AG Alx; That to be Religious is a 
mopiſh ſort of Liſe; that herein they 
muſt deny themſelves whatever ſuits 
their carnal Intereſts or Deſires, and at- 
tend ſuch Exerciſes as will make them 

melancholy, | F 


Fur T HER; That but few of Wit 
or Quality did ever engage in it; and 
that you muſt expect to be ranked with 
| the meaner Part of Mankind, and be 
n liable to Scorn and Perſecution. 


a- , | 

y Be$1DÞDESs, it's difficult to be Reli- 
is gious; and many after Trial have found 
2 the Way too ſtrait and narrow, and ha ve 


n quickly turn'd into the broader Path 
with their Neighbours. 'Thereſore-bet- 
ter never attempt than draw back. 


N 


Tus k are Satan's uſual Soggeſti- 
ons, by Which he has undone * 


* 
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$0. Advice to a DAUGHTER, 
Se cr. of Souls: And the Converſation of our 
III. Youth in this Age makes it obvious 
l WY what Sentiment they have of a ſtrict and 
ET pious Life ! I will therefore endeavour 
= to anſwer and confute each of theſe Alle- 

1 gations. And. 0 


q I. As to that of Youth being the 
| | fitteſt Time to reliſh ſenſual Delights; I 
| 
| 


anſwer, So it is for the ſublimer ones. 
And then the Queſtion, in ſhort, is, 


| I. Was THER it's moſt neceſſary 
| and becoming I ſhould firſt ſerve Gop 
= (my glorious Creator), or the Devil, tlie 
| Deſtroyer of my Soul. Certainly in Ju- 
ftice, as well as Gratitude, it muſt be 
the Bleſſed God, who hath not left 
Youth at Liberty in this grand Point, 
but repeated his Commands and Expo- 
Ecel. i. ia. ſtulations for early Obedience. Again, 


2. Do not all ſenſible good Things, 
with a Capacity to uſe them, flow from 
Divine —_ Gop provides what we 
have for this Life. Ovr whole Mainte- 
nance as well as Being is from Him. Our 
Senſes, which make us capable of any 
pleaſant Reliſhes, and our Reaſon, to di- 
Etate how to attain the higheſt Advanta- 
ges by what we poſſeſs are from G = 
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Can we then take a more effectual way S 2 T 


to loſe All, than thus to provoke G 0D, 
by converting his Gifts to the brutal part 
only, whilſt we contemn his Ser vice and 
Grace, and make his Honour and the 
Intereſts of our Souls truckle to carnal 
and ſiafſul Delights? Conſider Go 0's 
Right and your real Happineſs, and this 
Objection will be obviated. But, | 


Object. II. As to that part of the Ob- 
jection 5 That it's too ſoon, and you 
will have more Leiſure when Age has 
blunted the Edge of natural Deſires and 
Paſſions, I reply. 


Rye er ſhort, as both Reo 
ripture daily Experience | doth: 
manifeſt. And gs ares ſudden 
as tis certain: Therefore Speed and Di- 
ligence is neceſſary to get out of your 
State of Enmity to God, and to haye a 
Share in that Reconciliation Which 
Cu xrrsT hath purchas'd, by Which a- 
lone you can be at Peace with Go o, and 
have Sin pardoned, and your Soul ſaved, 
and ſo be prepared to encounter Death, 
and launch into Eternity. Alas! thete's 
no Knowledge, or Device, or Work to 
be done in the Grave, whither we are 
all haſtning. Death puts a Period to 
41 E 2 every 
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r. every thing of this World, and lands us 
in an inviſible, unchangeable, and eter-' 
nal State: So that it's the greateſt Folly 
imaginable to delay our Preparation, and 
ſpend the beſt of our Time and Parts in 
the Service of Sin or our ſelves: And 
when Age has loſt the Sprightlineſs and 
Strength of all the Faculties, to begin 
then to ſerve God: Let me alſo add, 
that this Reſolve will probably provoke 
God to cut off, and ſend the fooliſh 
Wretches to their Everlaſting Abode, 
before their fixed Time for Repentance 
comes: Such may be nipt off in the 
Bloſſom of their Age. Again, 


II. SN ru Habits are both mul. 
tiply*d and ſtrengthned by repeated Acts. 
Every Day will render you more averſe 
and unable to return to God and forſake 
Sin and the World. Difficulties as to 
this great Change will daily accrue; and 
the Heart become more and more ſtupid 
and fixt to Vanities, till by Degrees the 
Impreſſions of a good Educa rion, and the 
common Motions of the Divine Spirit 
are worn off, and a Stubbornneſs againſt 
and Alienation from all that is good, o- 
ver ſpread the whole Soul: And then 
what can be lookt for, hut that 
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22 12 | \ . | | SECT. 
III. Tun Holy Go p might juſtly HE 

leave ſuch to themſelves, and give them "NY 
up to their own Luſts, to work all man- 
ner of Wickedneſs with Greedineſs: For 
his Holy Se1x1T being griev'd and 
quench'd, will withdraw; of which a 
total and final Impenitence is frequently 
the Conſequence. Peruſe the iſt Chap- 
ter of Proverbs; and you'll find, that 
they who'refuſed Counſels, Offers, and 
Warnings from Go p, are threatned 
with a terrible Repulſe, viz. that when 
they call and cry in Diſtr eſs, G o-pwill 
not anſwer, but mock at their Calamity, 
and laugh when their Fear cometh ; alſo 
that ſudden Deſtruction ſhall liſtht upon 
them as a Whirlwind, and there ſhall be 
no Eſcape. Surely theſe Words, if 
rightly apply'd, would rouze the moſt 
careleſs Sinner, and make him tremble. 
For Gop does there account every De- 
lay no other than a Refuſal, as indeed 
implicitly it is ſo. For thereby they ſet 
at nought, or make light of the Offers 
and Methods of Grace, and take the op- 
polite Courſe, as you may read at large 
in the forecited Chapter. Therefore how 
juſt is it that they ſhould dye impeni- 
tent, and for ever feel the keen Reſent. 
ment of an Offended Gop! But if 
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III. 


Sgr. through ſuperabundant Grace they are 


at laſt brought to Repentance, how will 
theſe Carriages create them many eut- 
ting Reflections, as they did to poor 
Mr. S. T. e ("WIE 


H E told me the Devil had oft decei- 
ved him with this, '(viz.) That he 
might enjoy the Pleaſures of Youth, and 
when the Gaiety of that was over, he 


\ . 


would have Time enough to be Religi- 


ous: And alſo that it Was in his Power 
to Repent; for that GOD had com- 
manded him nothing out of his Power; 
and that whenever a Sinner repented 
Gop was merciful and would forgive. 
But oh! (faid he) how was I deceiv'd; 


for I now find my ſelf unable to think of 


my moſt neceſſary Work, thro a weak 
Body and Decay of Spirits, and alſo my 
Heart is as ſtupid and hard as a Stone. 
J can't relent. Repentance J fee is too 
great a Change for me to effect. It's a 
Turn from Sin to Holineſs, and that be- 
ing contrary to my natural Inclinations 
and Principles, it muſt needs be above 
my Powers. It muſt be the Giſt of 
Gov, and wrought by that Sy IRI I 
which J have deſpiſed, and is withdrawn 


from me, who may juſtly leave me, and 
then T muſt periſh for ever. He further 


added, 


. 
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added, That he had Sinned fo preſum- S Er. 
ptuouſly, ſo directly againſt Grace and III. 
Mercy, e utting off Repen⸗ 
tance, that he might favebs Fill of Sen- 

ſual Pleaſures, that he was afraid- to 

look up to Go D. The Thoughts of it 
daunted him, and ſtopt his Mouth; and 

every Attempt to ask Pardon put him all 

over in a Confuſion and Terror. For he 

ſavw/ ſo much Evil in S1 n, and ſo much 

S1N in himſelf, that he was rather in- 

clin'd to deſpair of Pardon, than hope 

for Repentance. 


IP * * 
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AN p you may take it for a certain 
Truth, that the fame wicked Principles 
which cauſe a young Perſon to delay 
giving up himſelf to Go p, till old Age, 
will then either tempt him to preſume 
upon Mercy, tho? he die Impenitent, or 

to deſpair of Pardon, if awakened, and 
ſo obſtruct and hinder his Repentance, 
And therefore it's an amazing Thought, 
that Satan's Inſinuations in this matter, 
which have been fo often detected both 
by the awakened and ſtupid Sinner, | | 
when upon a Death: Bed, ſhould be {till 
lo trequently credited: I know not whe- 
ther the Impudence of the Devil, to re- 
new theſe falſe Infinuations, or the | 
wretched Credulity of the Sinner bg A 
eee ©: BUT 9 
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SECT. 


III. 
9 


Luke 
xxili. 39, 
40. 44. 


Bu r for a Cloſe, know Ye! man 
more dye Young than live to be od 
Alſo, tho? late Repentance is often” pro- 
ted, it's rarely ſincere; and we have 
but one Inſtance of a Dying Penitent 
throughout the Bible, which was the 
Thief upon the Croſs: And the Way, 
Circumſtances and Reaſons for his Con- 


verſion at that Time, were very extra- 


ordinary and remarkable; that fo the 
Divinity, as well as the Compaſſion of 
our SA v10 ur might be evident under 
the ignominious Treatment of his enra- 

ed Enemies; alſo to ſhew forth the 

ower of a Divine faving FAI T B, 
whith was able to carry the Believing 
Penitent above the Obſtructions that 


Senſe preſented, or that Guilt or Impo- 


rency might ſuggeſt to the All-ſufficien- 
cy of a Crucity'd JEsus, to fave from 
Wrath, and admit into Paradife. $0 


that the Mercy of G o p, and the Faith 


too of this Penitent, were extraordina- 


ry, and muſt ſerve to check Preſumpti- 


on in the Stupid, rho? .it encourages 
Hope in a ſenſible 8 This ought not 
to make any preſtime, and yet ſhould 
keep all from Defpair: And ſo much 
for the Second Parr of Satan's Object 


ons. 
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Religion as a melancholy thing, and a 
Life of Holineſs, as that which takes off 
all the Pleaſure of outward Enjoy ments. 


Bur this is contrary to the Nature 
of Religion in general, and the Experi- 
ence of all that ever try'd it; for Li- 


ving and Dying their Teſtimony is, that 


the Ways of Go Þ are Pleaſantneſs and 
Peace, Heat 


AN p if you conſider the Priviledges 
that have been hinted of an intire Devo- 
tedneſs to Gop, who is the Spring of all 
Joy, you muſt conclude a Religious Per- 
ſon the happieſt in the World: Beſides, 
the Bleſſed G o p does not in any part of 
his Word (which is our Rule) lay Re- 
ſtraints upon ſuch Uſes of created Com- 


' forts as really tend to our own, or o- 


thers Good or Advantage. He only for- 
bids fraudulent Methods to attain, or 
ſinſul Exceſs in the employing or uſing 
worldly Accommodations. It's true, he 
enjoins us to keep theſe in their appoint- 


ed Sphere, as ſuited to ſuſtain the Body, 
and make that ſerviceable to the preci- 


ous Soul; but not that they ſhould en- 
groſs the Affections of that yr 
| art, 
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II. made 


Sec r. Part, that can only be maintain'd and 
happy with Heavenly Objects. It 
s che regular Uſe of this World that 
Soso allows, and will blefs to us, by 
which alone it can afford us any Com- 
fort: For as Gop is the Author of the 
Being, ſo alſo of the various Qualities of 
Nui He beſtows upon All their 
Uſefulneſs and Beauty, and in our En- 
joyment of them his Favour mult ſtil] 
be acknowledg'd better than Life, and 
preferable to all outward Emoluments ; 
And therefore to employ them contrary 
to-his Appropriation, muſt blaſt. them 
and prejudice us. For it's evident 
daily Experience, that Exceſs in Eating, 
or Drinking, or Recreations, waſtes 
Mens Healths and Eſtates, and caſts in- 
to Sickneſs, and Poverty, and multi- 
ply d Diſquietments and Sorrows: But 
ſerious genuine Piety prevents all theſe, 
and gives the only Rules and Meaſures 
to procure and continue Peace and Joy: 
It teaches us to live beneficially to our 
ſelves and others; ſothat Religion in its 
vital Power can't be a moping, but a 
very amiable thing. If you take your 
Eſtimate from Reaſon, Scripture, or 
common Experience, and not from Di- 
abolical Aſſertions, it is in Reality the 
greatelt Antidote againſt all Sorrow 55 
| if 
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Diſquietment, and gives a Peace which S & C. 
paſſes Underſtanding, ſuch as none can II. 
deprive us of. It's the pious Soul that 3 
has Cauſe always to be joyful, though 
ſometimes from natural Temper or Con- 
ſtitution, and outward Circumſtances, 

or Satan's Temptations, many good 
Chriſtians lead very melancholy Lives: 

They feel their Corruptions alſo ſo 

ſtrong, and their Graces ſo weak, that 

they cry out with 87 Paal, O wretched Rom. vii. 
Perſons that we are, who ſhall deliver us 4, 25. 
from this Body of Sin and Death. But yet 

a true Believer has his Triumphs too, 

v. XXV. Which he would not part with 

for all the Glory of this World. 


THEREFOR E a due Conſideration 
of Religion, as it is in itſelf, is the true 
way to make a right Judgment. View 


60 p and his Ways in your native pro- 


per Diſcoveries by Scripture and Provi- 
dence, rather than from the Lives of the 
Beſt; ſor they have Imperſections and 
Sin, which ſullies the Beauty of Holi- 
neſs, that in itſelf is a glorious thing, 
and ſo far as in our preſent State we 
can reach to a Reſemblance to it, fo 
far does it render our Natures beauti- 
ty, and our Lives beneficial to others. 


AGAIN 
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AGAIN: Look upon the H oy 


denial; Patience, Love, Charity, Hen. 
venly-mindedneſs, and Contempt ofthe 


World, with all Divine Graces; theſe 


conſtantly ſhin'd forth, and were diffus d 
throughout all his Con verſes with Go 
and Man. He gives us the trueſt and 
brighteſt Diſplays of Gop and Holineſs, 


-and is ſitteſt to be credited as to à Life 


of Religion what it is. N 


FurTHER MO RE, not only the ſol- 
lowers of this Blefſed JIESus Seal to 
this Excellency of Chriſtianity; but 
wicked Men alſo at all thoſe times, 


w hen beſt capable of Judging, give their 


Teſtimony for it: And howſoever they 
have liv'd,they earneſtly, wiſh they might 
dye the Death of the Righteous, and 
that their latter End might be like His, 
I remember Mr. S. T. told me but a 
few Days before he dy'd, that he had 
experienc'd more Pleaſure in one Day 
ſince he began to ſeek after Gov and 


an Intereſt in CHRIST, than ever he 


had in his Lite of Sin and Eſtrangedneſs 
jrom GOD: For that the fulleſt Enjoy- 
ment he met with then, left a Bitter» 
nels and Sting behind it, which ä 
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lis Joy, and very often fill'd him with SCT. 
Horror. And (fays he) my preſent III. 


Sickneſs is no Burden comparatively to 
my former Courſe of Life; Oh! I re- 
member it, with Sorrow, and yet Tam 
encourag*d by the Word of Gop to ſeek 
and wait, and hope for Mercy and 
Grace, and in doing ſo, I feel a Satif- 
fact ion exceeding what I ever ſound be- 
fore : So that he had alter'd his Opinion 


of the Ways of Go p and of Sin, and 


ſound them quite contrary to the Re- 
preſentations the Devil and his corrupt 
Heart had before given him of them. I 
come now to the Fourth Objection. 
Ohjeck. IV. THE Wicked One urges. 
farther the difficulty of being Religious; 
and that few of Wit and Quality en- 
gage in it: So that to be of that De- 
nomination will expoſe to Contempt 
and Scorn. 20+ | 
To the Firſt conſider; It's true, the 
way to Heaven is ſtrait, but this ariſes 
from the Oppoſition there is in our cor- 
rupt Nature to true Religion and God- 
lines.” From hence ſpring all our Dif- 
ficulties. Our Sinſulneſs and Impotency 
are our Hindrances. Theſe cramp and 
retard our Motions Heaven-Wards. 


Were 
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| SEC T. Were we but truely willing to quit the 


III. broad and go into the narrow Way, the 
V greateſt Obſtruction would be. remoy'd, 
Our corrupt Will is the cauſe of all. Let 
a poor Soul in the View of many Op- 
politions, but caſt himſeif upon Jesus, 
and he will ſoon find Him mighty to 
ſave from every thing that annoys or 
diſturbs in the way to Heaven; For 
IJIESsus Crr1sT (the Captain of our 
Salvation) has provided for every Diff 
culty, and ſo has indeed render'd his 
Toke eaſie, and his Burden li HN. Our Tra- 
vel to Canaan is wholly at his Coſt; and 
nothing for Safety, Eaſe and Victory 
is wanting, that an Infinite Almighty 
IE HO VAR can furniſſi wit. 
1 I nine 
AGAIN, It's very demonſtrable 
that the Hazards and Difficulties of din 
are far greater than thoſe of Religion. 
For Sin itſelf is no better than a com- 
bating with a Man's own Reaſon, 
Judgment and Conſcience, as well as 
with GOD and our Fellow- creatures; 
and it muſt needs create) in us more 
trouble to be Covetuos, Peeviſh; Wrath: 
ful, Falſe and Deceitſul, or any way 
Vicious or Intemperate, than to be Ver- 
tuous and Holy : For Holineſs is a per- 
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manent thing, and its Objects, Rules 
4 W and 


r ] ²˙—ùwů SSCEATERSSSSSSREGRT] | 


d 


r to + DAUGHTER. 


6p. 


a 4 


ind Ends are conſonant to rectify'd — | 


Reaſon, and an enlightned Conſcience, 


and ſo muſt needs be attended with a 


ſecret Satisfaction in every Motion and 


Step. T wiſh the careleſs and prejudic d 


Sinner would beat equal Coſt — Pains 
to ſerve Go p and to ſave their Souls, 
- they are to be Vicious and Vain, and 


would ſoon find cauſe to ſay their 


7 ur was well beſtow'd; and that its 


ar leſs difficult to pleaſe Go D than 
their own infatiable Luſts. For every 
ſincere Performance of Duty to G0 

finds Acceptance; Nay, an Endeavour 
that's ſincere ſhall meet with ſuitable 
Aſſiſtance ; all the Divine be- 
ing attended with a gracious Promiſe of 
both. Let us but with our whole Hearts 
take care to do our Beſt, and exerciſe a 
tue Shame and Concern for our 
no better: Let us have an awful regard 
to the Divine r and a _ 


Dependance on Divine ma 0 
us appropriate to Gop the 


ſhall find its not in vain. to in 


Holy Duties. None ſhall ever have pr. Irziti 


iſe ſor 
any Sueeeſs in our Endeavours, and we 


III. 


reaſon to ſay they ſerved Go D wath 28: 


their Beſt, and he would not 5:5, pa 
them. 


Fox 
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Fox my part I have ſerved God 
theſe; Thirty Iwo Yeats, and have met 


with the beſt and the worſt of the World 


And I proſeſs I think it impoſſible to be 
eaſy ot happy without getting above al. 
and taking hold of Go p as the Joy of 
my Soul; and they are the Rules, Helps 


and Hopes which the Chriſtian Religion 


affords us, which have been the Pleaſure 
of my Liſe; But not the Enjoy ments oſ 


this World, that are but of a mean and 


mixed Nature, and ſuch as the Beaſts 
ſhare in as well as we (ſo far as reſpetts 
the Animal Liſe); and as to What ge- 


gards the rational Nature, it muſt be 


conſeſs d, that its Delights and Improve- 
ments are from its holy Diſpoſitions and 
Qualities: And therefore any Conditipn 
is comſortable, as our Spirits are di. 
pos'd to eye and depend upon G o D, 
who as the Father of Spirits will pro- 
vide all 'needful Supplies. I have expe: 
rienc'd him a faithful G o p, and every 
Path of his to be Peace and Truth; and 
my Comſorts have ebb'd and flow'd:as 


I have been more or leſs obſervant of 
and dependant upon him: Theręſore go 


not ſtumble at the ſeeming Ditficultes 
of Religion, but look at the Soureg and 
Cauſe of them, ey en your own 1055 
3 e e  * 


wy 
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— Gov and Goodneſs and be Sec 
perſuaded to put your ſelf under the — 

Conduct and Government of a Mighty 
Saviour, and He will mike your Way 
thro? all Oppoſition, and bring you thro? 
Faith and Patience to inherit the Pro- 


miſes#-0 o e e as tt den 
is „ '- TFRI #'/ 8 Og DS 9e 11%, 
As to the laſt Su ggeſtion, As if be 
of Wit or Quality Sq Religious, and 
that your becoming ſo will expoſe you 
to Scorn and Perſecution.” mot eifft 
02 "EW 001, BSW ; went. ene 
I NM F o x” tlie fornier;'T W 
à very cogent Reaſon of 
it, (viz.)> Becauſe ſerious Ohriſtianity 
is a Doctrine and way of Self- Denial, and 
as ſuch muſt be inconſiſtent with that 
Indulgence and Conceit which tlie Great 
Ones of the MWorid bear to themſelves, 
and exact from others. They court the 
Grandeur, and muſt have Zn Delicacies 
of the World, muſt eat, weat, and en- 
joy the Beſt. Now Religion is purpoſes 
ly deſignꝰd to carry Vas. alli theſe lows 
er Enjoyments, and to teach us to ſit 
looſe from them; and puts us upon 
ſeeking firſt the Nees of God and 
his Righteouſneſs, But altho* Religion 
s embracd by \few-of Wit and Quality 
nnn yet in Seripture and Hi. 


ale Ha bc dal Said fel 


Mark x. 


SURE: ſtory you 


1 — Here read the 


4̃ to rely upon 
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il findfiod fore of the higheſt 
Quality and beſt Endowments tru ” 


the Hebrews. Alſo we have m Printed 
Lives which confirm this. des, We 
have fome Illuſtrious Inſtances of Prin- 
ces in all Ages, that by the Power of 
Reli — were fitted to govern well 
vhilſt they hv'd, and to leave this World 
with as — unded Hope of a Better 
at their Death. The Biſhop of Glouceſter 
has this remarkable Expreſſion of the 
late Queen Mary: When ſhe was told 
her Danger, ſhe reply'd, © That ſhe had 
«< been inſtructed how hazardous it was 
a ——— Repentance. 


. ſhe) 0 5 


But I am not now ( 
« that great Work of preparing 
«< Death, and, I praiſe a 
« fraid to Dye.“ What but Conſcwul: 
neſs of having lived a holy Liſe, could 
help to utter ſuch Words By which 
you may ſee the Power of Religion, 
to fill us with nanimity and 
rage in an Hour of Death. 80 that 
What is ſuch a Tertor to the Wicked, is 
either patiently ſubmitted to, 7 
1. by de Pious Soul. 


nb N, Lit mel you, cite ch 
Samt Dignity is à uſeleſs contemp- 
tible thing, unleſs 2 with the ** 
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of the Lo x v. It is this only furtiſhes SEC 2,” 

with Wiſdom to act in a way becoming III. 

the higheſt Station, Tt is chav will cat- Pro 

ry chem thro? the moſt formidable Evils, 14, 15. 
and ſecure them either from being in- 

2 or enſnar'd. By this KK are 

taught tb enact and By Ming 

and ſo to maintain their Aa by 

pink . ffectĩons of thoſe they ar6 

Hence it muſt be acknow- 

edged, that It's true Religion that qua- 

lifies all Degrees and Ranks, to act for 

the Benefit of 2 b and the Eafe of 

themſelves. » | 


1 5 now us to thi latter part, con- 
eerning the Seorn and Repreach Which 

may attend a Holy Life. It is true, you 

nult reckon upon Scern from the with: 

e and baſeſt part of Men: And 6ut 

Bleſſed 8 A v1 uA has foretold; tha Joh. xvi 
in the World we fall have Trouble; an 

that ſuch as will live Godly nun er 
Perſecution. The 


B u + if you art ſejifible: 
ih Evil Su d. and how 6 how gra 
Wrath of Go » is, you will freely * 
dure any Suffering. an the World 
hy may but obtain Pardon fot the bn 

nd bet ech'd ö other. n — 
2 * 
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SECT but get an Intereſt in CHRIST, and 
HE you'll be ſecured. from the greateſt/Evils, 
| and entitled to the beſt Good. And tho 
3 corn and Reproach may be your Lot, 
| in Jz$us.you ſhall have Peace anc 
| Comfort: For He has overcome! the 
World, and all Perſons. and Things are 
under his wiſe and benign Government, 
He will deal out needful Supplies unto 
you, and all your Sufferings ſhall be 
leſsd unto you, and made either medi- 
cinal to your Souls Diſeaſes, or tend to 
Rom. vill. encreaſe thoſe Graces, Which will render 
you meet for a more abundant Weight 
Heb. ii. of Glory. And beſides, he himſelf will be 
= with you in every Trial. Read the 
Heb. xi. Books of the Martyrs; See with What 
. Contempt of the World, with What 
Courage and Triumphs they ſuffered for 
the Truths of J = s us... Therefore. let 
not your fear of Sufferings hinder your 
being Religious; ſor Go can afffict 
you aſter another manner, and ſoon caſt 
you into woful Agonies and Diſtreſſes for 
Sin. And ſure it's infinitely better to 
ſuffer light Afflictions ſor a Moment in 
60 b's Cauſe, than to ſuffer from him 
in his juſt Indignation and Anger. And 
thus I have conſidered. the firſt Aſſaults 
of Satan, which are to hinder. Young Per- 

ſons from attempting to be Religious, 1 
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e bor to det er ſome Amps 58e. 


IT. Ty he can't keep you contented 
in a careleſs Courſe of Life, but Con- 
ſcience charges you with your Obliga- 
tions and Advantages, from G O D, and 
the endearing Method of your Parents, 
and you are reſtleſs; Why then, the 
Devil's next Effort is to tempt you either 
to Formality in the Profeſſion of true 
Chriſtian Piety, or elſe to reſt content. 
with bare Morality, and a Civil Life, 
and- then * riſe no higher than the 
poor Heat 


r * nor 8 Sr oe KF K K 


ens. 
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1. As to the firſt, The very Nature 
of Gop and Religion can't admit of an 
hypocritical Profeſſion : - For it's the 
Heart Gop requires and only accepts. 
God has implanted it as a Principle in 
our Natures, to eſtimate all Acts of Duty 
or Kindneſs from Friends, Children and 
Servants, as they come from the Heart, 
and ſpring from Love; and no other Ba- 
{is or Motive (tho? never fo ſplendid in 
Appearance) is pleaſing to us. And it's 
much more ſo with Go p, who ſearches 
the Heart, and weighs the Spirits of Men. 
He lays more Streſs upon the Sincerity 
and Affections of an Act, than upon ten 

F 3 thouſands 


err 
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III. 


thouſands of Rams, or Rivers of yl Oyl, 
It's not the Coſt, but the Principle, Man- 


ner and End that's regarded by a Holy 


Go vp; But oh how natural is Formal: 
2 Hypocriſy, Which is no better 
hat we term meer Complement 

And yet this, more or leſs, is the Com- 
voy of our Souls, *cill the effefQtual 
of Goo p takes Poſſeſſion of our 


Hearts. e Conſider that no- 


thing is more a fronting to Go p, or 
loathſome to the reaſonable Part of Man- 
kind. For an Hypocrite is one that ap. 
n to be what he is got; and wou'd 

taken for a Lover of G p and Good. 


neſs, becauſe he perſonates Piety, tho? he 


harbours inward Enmity to it. | By this 
Shew, and Profeſſion indeed he maintains 
his Reputation, which advances his Se- 

cular Intereſts,” as our Lord tells us the 
Phariſees did. Their long Prayers and 


_ ceremonial Nicety procur'd them the E- 


Matth. 
"A 


ſtates of the Widows: and Fatherleſs in 
Truſt, by which their own Fortunes 
were inhanc'd, But tho? this Hypocriſy 
to Men is very baſe and — yet 
that to the Great Go p is infinitely more 
criminal, as when we feignedly, and not 
with the prevailing Power and Bent of 
the Soul ſerve and worſhip him. When 


we ne. to be His, but do not endea - 


BY your 
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our to be and do as He requires. When S E c r. 
we are ſtrict in outward. Obſervances, III. 
but wholly negle& inward Purity. We 


are ſollicitous for an Orthodox Head, 
but contented with unſound Hearts, and 
inward vital Holineſs is not aim'd at. 
T „ whatever we do in Religion 
is dead as to any to us, or Glory 
to Goo: Nen, bale we offer 
up our Sacrifices with a predominant 
Love to ſome moral Evil, or a little tri- 
fing Good, And then, as the former is 
Hypocriſy, the latter is reall, tho? Spi- 
ritual, Idolatry; ſor uſually. both theſe go 
together. * do 2 watch r. 
pray againſt t eat Offences, and 
labour after — hee God and 
Man; for Goo isa Sp1nvT, and 


they that Worſhip Him, muſt do it in 
Spirit and Truth; that is, intenſely with John iv. 


the Soul, or with our natural and ratio- 24 
nal Spirits; alſo as they are renew d and 
influencd by Go p's Holy 8 pIAI T; 
becauſe G o p is a SYIRI , and ſuch 
Homage can only ſuit or delight Him. 
Again; He muſt be ſerv'd and worſhip- 
ped in Truth, (that is) — in Op- 
polition. to Guile and Hypocriſy, and a- 


greeably to what the Word of his Truth 

reveals and enjoins; for that is the Rule 

0% Worſhip, and the Foundation of thar 
F 4 Faith 


DAuGATER.. 


. SECT. Faith and Expectation we have of being 
III. accepted. IT wiſh this forecited Scripture 
were better underſtood, it would either 

prevent, or at leaſt give ſome Check to 

| 1520 Spirit of Impoſition and Superſtiti- 
on in Matters that relate to the Form 
and Mode of Divine Worſhip, which 
has ſo long divided this Nation, and al- 
moſt deftroy*d primitive vital Chriſtia- 
„ fe ea OS 
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IJ o conclude, Formality in Matters 
of Religion is very deſtructive to our 
Souls; and the wicked One will diſpenſe 
with the outward Forms of Duty and 
Devotion, if ſo be he can but make us 
either Careleſs or Superſtitious in them, 
that is) to have a Dependance upon 
them, inſtead of JEsus CHRIS x, 
for Salvation, or to remain deſtitute of 

2 Spiritual Frame and Temper in them. 


I LEAVE to your Conſideration 
1. Cor. Chapter the 13", as the Rule 
to model the Actions of our Duty 
to Gop and Benevolence to Man. There 
you'll ſee that Charity or Divine Love 
15 eſſential to true Religion, and with- 
out it all Acts, tho? never ſo ſpecious or 
pompous, are as an empty conſus id Sound. 
F 
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I come now to the ſecond part relating S Rer. 


to this Stratagem of the Enemy. 

U. Ax p this is to incline us not to 
take up with Civility, or a moral Liſe, 
inſtead of true genuine Chriſtianity. 


Axpo I am ſorry I have Cauſe to 


warn againſt this, as a Principle that 


very much prevails at this Day in this 
Nation. How is ſupernatural Revelati- 
on undervalu'd, when by many it is 
poſtpon'd to the Maxims and Writings 
of the Heathen Philoſophers, that have 

been much oftner quoted in Sermons 
and Books than the Holy Scriptures. 
When thoſe prime Truths, which relate. 
to the Grand Apoſtacy by Sin, and our 
Redemption by IRS us CHRIST, to- 
gether with that of our Regeneration, by 


the ſpecial Operation of the Holy S 1- 
n, are ſeldom, or obſcurely treated 


of. And we are only, or rather taught, 
that Natural Religion, with Moral Vir- 
tue, with ſome general Acknowled 

ment of C y K 15'T in his Death and Re- 
ſurrection, and the Profeſſion of a future. 
Judgment, is ſufficient to bring us to 
Heaven, tho? all this while there is very 
little Regard had to CHRIST in the 
peculiar Offices of his Mediation, and 
| Yong 
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Scr. none at all to the Neceſſity of a ſuperna- 

_ UE tural Change upon the Will and Aﬀe. 

Yo ions. But I muſt tell you, That that 

Religion which may (in the Opinion of 

thoſe that have entertain'd the moſt Cha- 

: ritable Thoughts, about that diſputable 

| Cafe) bring a Conſcientious Heathen to 

| Heaven will not a Chriſtian, The for- 

meꝛr had ordivarily no other Revelation 

_ of God's Will, than what might be 

| gather'd from the Perfetions. of Go D 

made viſible in His Works of Creation 

and Providence; Theſe working upon 

their Natural and Moral Principles are 

the Rule of Action and Expectation. 

And it's. reaſonable to believe, that all 

Men are: born with ſa much Light as 

_ gives, em ſome Knowledge of Vertue 

and Vice, tho? they have not ſuch. a 

Notion ef Sin, and Righteouſneſs, as the 
Goſpel reveals unto. us, and under 
which Chriſtians are born and educated. 
Theſe alone are favour'd with the De- 

claration and Tenders of Life, Pardon, 
and Grace, through: Þ s s uw $: CHRIST. 

| And have diſcover'd| to them the Way 

| of Salvation by a New Covenant, the 

+ Offers of which being Cordially accept- 

| ed, do intereſt them in all the Benefits 


and Grace that Covenant exhibits; ſo 
that ſuch as reject this Salvation in the 


od 


Meth 


natural Impediments can't uſe the Scrip- 
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the one, and deſpis d the other. + Wo 


Bu x as to the Heathen World, they 
are to be dealt with according to the 
Meaſure of Light they have, or might 
attain. — On __ atural no 
Integrity to do what can agreea 
to their Light, may be notic'd, and ſor 
Cuisr's fake accepted, who can de- 
termine? Why . the Efficacy 


of that meritorious Death of His, extend 


farther than the Written Revelation ? 


Or the Infinite Gop have other Ways of 
making known and imparting that pur- 


chas'd Salvation, than we are appre- 


henſive of? Have we not Inſtances a- 
mong our ſelves of many, who throu 


” 


tures? Beſides, in the 2d. Chap. to the 
Romans, we may obſerve ſome very 
material Ad es that are Keneres 
and common to the Rational Nature, 
notwithſtanding the firſt Revolt: As for 
Inſtance, There are ſuch Ideas of the Di- 
vine Being and Perfections, as influence 
an acknowledgment of Him as our ſu- 
preme Lord, and convince that Subjection 
and Dependance is the neceſſary my 
t © 208 


. ; | 
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Method G © p has appointed, muſt fi- S Cr. 
nally Periſn, by the Tenour of the Firſt 
and Second Covenant, as having broke 


III. 


"_ „* 
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| SecrT. of Man; and ſome kind of nds 


the Heathens aſcribe: to Him, tho?” for 


WY want of ſuch Divine Revelation as we 
have, they are miſerably at a loſs, about 


ſuch a Worſhip as ſhall be Correſpon- 
dent to tlie Diſcoveries which Nature 
makes of Goo. DT *©. 049 


Ac An ; There are, or may be ga- 
thered from theſe natural Principles, 


the Neceſſity of Benevolence, Meekneſs 
and Juſtice to Mankind; and of Tem- 
perance and Sobriety to our ſelves. In 
ſhort, many Heathens, as appears by 
their Writings and Actions, may ſhame 
us Chriſtians; For many of the Hea- 


thens, in Obedience to the Law of Na- 


ture, have been eminent in the Practice 
of moſt Moral Vertues. And theſe na- 
tural Principles were not (I conceive) 
left in Man, after his woful Apoſtacy; 


(for he loſt the Image of Go p) but they 


are rather reſtor d to Mankind afrejh, 
by a general Grant through the Purchaſe 
of the Redeemer, as a Common Good 
for the Benefit of Humane Nature, and 
as what was abſolutely neceſfary to keep 
the Crea tion in Peace, and to maintain 
Commerce and Union in the World. 


Heb. ii o. And in this Senſe Cx 15 T may be ſaid 


ng i., to have taſted Death for every. Man, 


and 
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ind to be the Light that enlightneth S r Cr. 


every Man that cometh into the World. 


Bu x this Light in the ligheſt degree 


and improvement, is not ſufficient to 
bring the Chriſtian to Heaven; what- 


eyer it may do {through infinite Mercy) 
as to the conſcientious Heathen. For 


its the Chriſtian Revelation that is our 
Standard and Rule; and as that is Di- 
vine in its Original, and Excellent in its 
Nature, ſo is it clear in its Diſcovery, and 


INI: - 
2 


poſitive in its Determinations, vr. That John iii. 
only ſüch as embrace the Offers, can 8,36 


receive the Bleſſings of the Goſpel: For 
our Redeemer muſt be accepted, as well 
to Teach and Rule us, as to ſave from 
deſerved Wrath; and to ſeparate us 
from our Sins, as to reconcile and bring 
us into Favour With z. 


— 
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D 0 but then apply yourſelf | to What 


is laid beſore you in your Bible, and is 


clear and evident, in Reaſon and Experi- 


ence, and all the above · mentionꝰd inſinu- 
ations of the wicked One, either to pre- 
vent any Attempts, or elſe to make you 

miſtake in this grand Concern of tlie 
Salvation of your immortal Soul, will be 

fully confuted, Therefore, that your 

lurrender, o GOD may be firm? and 

deliberate 


"M0. 3 to BPTuen 7 
— deliberate, not raſh and inconliderite; 
IV. leſt upon every 2 and Tein. 
ation you tra back ; hes = pat 
in ow next Rage | 
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I. EM BDAA vod aſter a erm Pet: 
fuaſion and Belief} that the Seriptures 
which reveal and tender this Coen 

that you are called upon tö renew, 
the Word of Go p; and èomes cloatipl 
with a Divine Authority to a loſt World. 
I mention this, becauſe ſuch an Aſſent, 
or Perſuaſion, is eſſential to that Faith 
which this Bleſſed Covenant requires; 
as alſo becauſe there are many things in 
Scripture ſo much above Senſe and Nes. 
ſon, that we had need be Well fa kisfyd 
they are the Diſcoveries of G op, and 
then his Authority alone is ſufffeient to 
anfwer all our Cavils, and command 
burSilente and Submiſſion. I will _— 


he Two I 
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many Conſidera tions, to confirm and e- 
fabliſh your Judgment in this weighty 
point: And they are ſuch as ariſe ei- 
ther from the Matter contain'd in the 
Scriptures, or the Power and Efficacy 
of them upon the Souls of Mea ; or, 
laſtly, from the ſpecial Conduct of Di- 
vine Providence for their Security and 
Succeſs in the World! And for the 


I. T « Matter they contain is a 
clear Demonſtration of their Heavenly 
Deſoent. For every Part, whether the 
Hiſtorical, Prophetical, Doctrinal ot 
Preceptive, with all the Appendixes of 
Promiſes or Threatnings, bears the ex 
act Image of the Bleſſed G op, and 
could never be the Production of a Crea 
ture. View each of theſes 


4 


1. Fox the Hiſtorical ; If we con- 
ſider the Antiquity of Matters of Fact 
therein related, together with the'Capa- 
city and Sincerity that was viſible in the 
Perſons that penii*d them, we muſt needs 


2. Eo x the Prophetiek; They are 
and 
Were 


Preditions' of What was to come 


Ld 
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Seer. were all punctually fulfill'd :- So tharno 


IV. 


other Pen, but one guided by à Divine 


Hand, could write them; and had it 
been otherwiſe, the Holy GOD would 
never have exerted; his Power to accom. 


| 10 3. A & to the Doctrinal Parts, which 
are the Grounds and Principles of our 
Faith, and as ſuch propounded to our 


Belief and Acceptance, they allo carry 


Divinity upon them all: For who, but 
G o p himſelf could relate his own glori- 
ous Nature, 1 Cor: i. 20, 21. where you 
find the World were miſerably at a 
Loſs, and groſly 'miſtaken/1n their No- 
tions of Go pp; and even they who 
were accounted the wiſeſt Part of Man- 


kind, are ſaid not to know. him. And 


embrace them, Who firſt indited 5 


then as to the great Fundamental Truths 
of the Goſpel, relating to the Perſon of 
IJEsus CHRIST his Incarnation and 
Satisfaction, (from whence flow our ju- 
ſtification and Salvation); theſe none 
could either know or reveal but God on- 


are our ſhallow Underſtandings, that 
we do but gaze upon them, as ſtrange 
and foreign, till the ſame Divine 81 
K T influences our Hearts to credit and 


oly 
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s. 
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8 Holy Doctrines, and inſpir'd Holy Men Sz CHT. 
"0 do write, and hand them down to the IV. 
ad 4. As to the Preceptive Parts. The 


perfections of God are conſpicuouſly im- 
preſs d upon them in — Characters. 
Oh, how Extenſive, Wiſe, Juſt and Pure, 
are all the Divine Commands and In- 
junctions! Their Obligation is general 
to all Ranks and Degrees of Men, and 
they pierce to the deepeſt Thoughts and 
Receſſes of the Heart. They level the 
Powers, and fill every Faculty of the in- 
ward Man: There is no Thought or 
Action, but it muſt be ſubjected to theſe 
Laws of Gop; and as they are bound- 
leſs in their Reaches, ſo alſo ſpotleſs and 
pure in their Nature and Tendencies. 
How have they been expos'd to the ni- 
ceſt Searches of Men in all Ages, yet ne- 
ver had the leaſt Impurity ju 3 
upon any One of them. They rbid Sin, 
25 being of an unclean Nature; they 
1njoin and promote Holineſs, as it car- 
ries us to a Likeneſs to, and qualifies 
for the Enjoyment of Go p. This is ob- 
viouſly the Drift and Intendment of all 
the Promiſes, Threatnings and Com- 
mands contain'd in the Scriptures. And 
where they are receiv'd as the Word of 
e 6 Goo, 
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Sec r. God, they are found effectual to en- 

IV: lighten, purify, and comfort, poor, dark, 
F polluted, and diſtreſſed Souls. And thus 
much for the Parts and Matter of the 


Holy Scriptures. | 


II. As to their Succeſs and Efficacy 
upon Men. It is plain, from the 'Rela- 
tions and Hiſtories of all Ages, (ſince 
their Promulgation) that the Minds and 

| Manners of ſuch as have credited and 
embraced rheſe Divine Records, have 
been wonderfully changed and refined. 
Who could ever oppoſe their convincing 
or terrifying Power (where the Spirit 
commiſſion*d any part of them to ſeize 
the ſtouteſt Sinners)? How has it rouz d 
them out of their Lethargy in Sin, and 
brought them to relent and mourn, to 
reſign and ſubmit to the Conduct and 
Government therein requir'd, and made 
many Thouſands of the Apoſtate Race 
of Mankind to become Lovers of Gop 
and his Word to the ſacrificing all that 
was near and dear to them? And a- 
an, How prevalent muſt. that Word 

„which has been ſeal'd with the Blood 

of ſo many in all Times. And there i 
this further undeniable Evidence of the 
Truth and Excellency of the Sacred Scri- 
ptures (which no other Records can pre- 
40 ten 


add 
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tend to), viz. That in the Fundamen- SECT. 


1 


ab of Doctrine, Worſhip, and Practice, IV. 
de Faith and Experience of all Chriſti. . 


aus harmonize and ſuit. In the ſeveral 
Ages, and different Countries where- 
erer they have liv?d, or whatever theit 
Tempers or Intereſts. in other minuter 
Matters have: led them to, yet all agree 
in the Eſſentials of Salvation. And the 
Reaſon is, becauſe the fame Holy Sp 1- 
x1 T that indited theſe Divine Truths, 
works that Faith and Diſpoſition in e- 
very true Believer, as brings them to a 
lem blance thereto, and conſequently 
to each other: So, that like precious 
Faith is in all Chriſtians. Whereas the 
beſt Humane Compolure, tho? calculated 
to ſerve the beſt Purpoſes, could never 
acquire an, univerſal Influence upon the 
Minds and Practices of Men for ſo ma- 
ny Thouſand Years, and work them to 
{near a Correſpondence to the Rules 
therein laid; down. But the Scriptures 
are the Book of GO p; they are Truth 
itſelf, and muſt abide firm and unchang- 
able for ever. Therefore, 


III. And laſtly, The ſpecial Conduct 
of Divine Providence for the Security 
and Succeſs of the Scriptures, is a cogent 
argument for their Divine Original. 

6 2 Suc- 
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Succeſs may for a ſhort Seaſon attend a 
Forgery, nay, for a long Space of Time 
(in ſome one Part of the World): But 


here the Antiquity affords'a ſolid Ar- 


ment: For we can't rationally -ſup 
poſe that a Wiſe and Good Go p would 
either ſuffer the World to be ſo early or 
ſo long impos'd upon in Matters fo im- 
portant as his own Glory and our Eter- 
nal Salvation ; or that He would indulge 
the Devil, the grand Enemy of both; to 
invent a Syſtem of Falſhoods before 
that Truth was recorded, and then car- 
ry on the Forgery throꝰ ſo many Thou- 


ſand Years. And for that which we 


call the BIB LE, or the Holy Scrip- 
ture, it was extant before any other 
Writings that can pretend to be of Di- 


vine Inſpiration. And again, Add to 


all that has been ſaid, the peculiar Aid 
of Go p's Providence to ſecure theſe 


Holy Records both from Obſcurity and 


Corruption, (in what is eſſential to our 
Salvation) notwithſtanding all the fore 
Perſecutions of Men, or the ſubtil Ma- 
lice of the Devil to diſguiſe or extirpate 
them. Further alſo conſider, the various 
Languages and Parts of the World into 
which they have been tranſlated, yet 
not one Article of Faith or Obedience, 
(neceſſary to bring us to Heaven) 1 
D omitted 


Advice 0 4 DAUGHT#t R- 8 

| omitted or ſophiſticated. And molt ſure SEcT. 
the Jealous Go p would not in ſo fig- IV. 
nal a Manner, throughout every Age 
ſince the Scripture began-to be written, 

exerciſe his Providence to preſerve. intire 

J- and ſafe; a ſpurious Book, or ſucceed and 

d W own it in ſo wonderful a Way and Man- 

ner. As for all other Religions that are 

U of humane Invention, and to ſerve Secu- 

* lar Intereſts, they have many Ways by 

c W Goo's juſt Diſpleaſure been brought to 

0 nothing, And where-ever at this Day 

© W Hereſy or Idolatry ſeems to- flouriſh, the 

r- Scripture Prophecies aſſure us of their 

U Downfal and Deſtruction. But the 

e Chriſtian Religion will ſurvive all the 

>- MW Contuſions and Changes of States, and all 

13d: the Oppoſition of Men and Devils: The 

* Gates of Hell ſhall never prevail againſt 

0 the Church of CHRIST. Thus I have 

d WF laid before you ſome proper Thoughts 

e to confirm your Belief of the Scriptures 

d 5a Divine Revelation I 


e I cour.p add Humane T eſtimony, 
and argue from the acknowledg'd Prin 
c ciples of Humane Reaſon. as 


o 7, From the Deſcriptions which are 
r given of Gap in theſe Writings, and 


the Duty and Homage therein pre- 
E G3 8 bd, 
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Secr. ſerib'd, all which are very conſonant to 
IV. the Principles of right Reaſon, 


- 2. TRE Expiation of Sin, by ma. 
king an Atonement to Go p, or giving 
an equivalent Satisfaction. The Re. 
demption of Sinners in ſuch a Way as 
this, does fairly accord with the Princi. 
ples of Rea ſon. nn 
3. Tu Precepts and Duties en- 
join'd us are every Way ſuited to our 
Narita Moral, and Civil Capacities. 


4. THAT Happineſs the Scripture 
propoſes is congruous to right Reaſon, 
and the general Notions that the wiſeſt 
and beft of Mankind have of Happiness 
and therefore from what has been faid 
of this Point, we may infer, oo 


03} A 


1. WrHarT a Bleffing it is to have 
ſuch a clear Manifeſtation of G o p and 
his Will, after Sin had ſo wofully be- 
nighted and defiled us. 


2. W x may be affüur'd, that as this 


— 
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| his Word comes.cloath'd with his Au- 
yl thority to us; ſo he will call us to a ve- 
| | Ty ftrict Account how we receive and 
| | Obey it. This Holy Book, that makes 
ar 1 wa 
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us the Offer of Mercy, will hereafter be Sz os 


the Rule of Go p's Procedure in the 


judgment - Day. 


3. WE may infer, that where there 


is a ſupernatural Revelation, there muſt 


be the fame Influence upon the Minds 
of Men, to render them capable of un- 
—_—_—y and; complying with "it, 
Thus much is plainly intimated by S* 
Paul, when he tells us, That the natu- 
tal Man can't diſeern the things of Go, 
as being too ſublime and ſpiritual ſor 
him; they 


ſon, and oppoſite to his corrupt Will and 
Affections. Pray obſerve that Chapter; 


for therein the ſupernatural Work of the 
Sy1R1Þ of G0 o upon the Heart is 
elegantly prov*d to be abſolutely needſul 


to a true Acknowledgment and Recep- 


tion of Goſpel Myſteries. 8 ST TT 


4. IT is certain, That the Promiſes, 
Precepts-and Threatnings in the Word 
of Go p, influence us no farther than as 
we credit and believe them. It Was 
Incredulity and Self Confidence that 
were the main Ingredients of the firſt 


IV. 


8 


are above his Natural Rea- 1 Cor. ii. 


1,12, 13, 
4+ 


Revolt: And therefore as our Recove- Gen. iii. 


ry 15 owing only to Free Mercy, (that ſo 


all Boaſting ald Dependence on our Cor 
e SE Tales * 


6 TV. 


* 
* 


_—_ ſelves may be excluded) ſo the Diſcoye. 
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ry of this Redemption is to be aſcribd 
to God's own Revelation, purpoſely to 
check our wretched Incredulity. He 


11. will ha ve us honour his Truth and ve. 


1 by crediting his Word, his Good. 
y depending on his Promiſes, and 
his Grace by an entire Reliance on the 
Merits of JES us N gh Liſe 
and Salvation, Natale 

T HESE are argc Tnferenices| bon 
the  Seriptures being a Divine 'Revelati- 


on; which may alſo ſhew you the Ne- 


ceflity of ſuch a Belief of its Truth and 
Excellency, as to raiſe ih you a due 


Value and Regard to the Matter there. 


in contain'd. And, in Gn to — 
Wege 


II. T ©) Font yourſelf to | ſuch a Stu- 
dy and Improvement of the Holy Scri. 
prure in all its Parts, as ſo Divine and 

glorious a Diſcovery challengeth from 

you. The Happineſs _ the Underſtand- 
ing lies in the Contemplation of Truth; 
and of the Will in the Enjoyment « of 
Goo; and both are to be ſound in 
the Word of Go p. There we have 


4 


the cleareſt Views of the Beſt and On- 


; I Fo OD, Which is the Bleſſed G — 
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and alſo of the worſt of Evils, which is SECT» 
Sin, There we are taught how to at- IV. 

tain an Intereſt in the One, and haw to 
get rid of the other. Therefore ſtudy» ß 


* 
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*& T7 | > 
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1. To know Gov, as He there re- 

veals himſelf in a Way ſuited to our lap- 

ſed State; that ſo we may know low 

to approach to him as Sinners (as well 

as Creatures) for Pardon and Grace. 

Now all true Worſhip is grounded upon 
right Conceptions of G o b. His Good 
| neſs is to be taken conſiſtently with his 
other Perfections. He has told us in his 
Word upon what Terms, and in what 
Way he will renew Commerce with 
fallen Rebels, vis. That he is in CHRIST 
reconciling them to ng 2 Cor. v. ver. 
19: Which Words diſplay more of the 
Glory of Go p tlian is to be found in 
1 the whole Creation. They give a bright 
i Diſcovery of all his Attributes, and ſhew 
d poor Sinners the ſtated Way wherein 
n Pardon and Favour is to be had; that 
|. ſo the Grounds both of and Com- 
þ fort may be firm and ſtable. Oh, the 
Heighth and Depth of the Divine Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Love! To give his Son to ran- 
ſom Enemies (as well as Criminals) and 
that in a Manner and Method which 
enhances his Glory, and ſecures * — 
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ter: oral Government, at the ſame time 
30. that Salvation is afforded to Penitent 

OW Sinners! Theſe are ſuch Myſteries: of 

23, 24325 Grace as are Wa Pw moſt intenſe 

in, 


A. Ga by. Komik Word As 
wo) ka Wer filthy Nature * i 
tits different E 1 A ing Cir- 
4 camftarices, and deſtructive Tendencies 

" By the Law of GOD ({ays'S* Paul) is 
che Knowledge of Sin. The natural 
Conſcience: may convince of Sin and 
Wrath in lower Degrees and Ninds: 
But it's Scripture-Light alone which 
ſhewys us the Sins of our Hearts, and our 
ſecret and ſpiritual Wickedrefles As 
for-thofe/two deſtructive Sins under the 
Goſpel, vix. Unbelief and Impenitency, 
Mature, or Conſcience, is ignorant of 
the ohe, and takes no Sn of 
the other: For Faith is enjo 

the Goſpel, and has its pec 
rence to a Mediator; and for 'Repen- 
tance, it is adtmittell, and ſo accepted 
only it the Neu/ Covenant. Four Bi- 
ble gives you the fulleſt and trueſt 
Knowledge of your Diſeaſe (which is 
Sin); that ſo you may with Diligence 
Teek-after a Cute, which is only to be 
hall an PEsus CHRIST. Th refore, 
on” * 3. STUDY 
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2 85 SECT. 
3. STupY alſo from the Word, the IV. 
Knowledge of the LORD J£$US Joni. 
Cux1sT, and you'll find the Goſpel Ads iy. 
reveals him as the only Propitiation for: - 
our Sins, the only Mediator between 
an Offended Gop and Fallen Man. 
How concerned then ſhould you be to 
ſtudy the Dignity of his Perſon (being 
Go » manifeſt in the Fleſh), and how 
he is qualify*d and fitted to mediate be- 
tween Mortal Sinners and the Immortal 
Gop. He was near to us, by taking 
upon him the Infirmities of our Nature, 
and near to Go p, by the Divine Ef- 
ſence and Properties, Nothing belongs 
to the Deity but he poſſeſſes it; and no- 
thing belongs to Humanity but he was phil. ii. 3. 
cloathed with it. He knew therefore as 
Go», by Experience, the Glory of that 
Nature our Sin had offended and injur'd, 
and conſequently the Greatnefs of our 
Offence, Heb. i. Again, As he was Man, 
he was capable of enduring the Miſeries 16. li. 2. 
that Sin deſerv'd, and had let in upon 
us. He had a Nature to ſuffer, | and a 
Nature to ſatisfy ; a Nature to obey, as 
Man, and a Nature to merit, as Gop. 
Therefore his Blood is called the Blood | 
of God, Otherwiſe it had been of as * 
ittle Avail as the Sacrifice of a meer 
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IA . Man, or the legal ones of Beaſts. But 


V. by his making himfelf.. an Offering. for 
Sin, and pourin out his Precious, Blood 

12. Unto Death, FRO compleated our Re- 
2 Cor.y. demption and Happineſs. Oh, . how 
31: ſhould this Myſtery of the: Incarnation, 

and Satisfaction of the Son of Go p, be 

Phil. ii. s the Matter of our chief Study L. Ther 
7 Oer. ii. we fee the cleareſt, fulleſt Rays of all 
& the Divine, Attributes: A.-G o.D Incar- 
nate is an amazing Sight. By this 

: Bleſſed Union of the two Natures in our 
RR DEEMER was our Salvation accom- 
pliſhed. Do you admire. it as incompre- 
henſible, and embrace it as being moſt 
acceptable: For what IESusS has done 

and ſuffered is the Fo uN Dο HN of 
Peace and Favour. with à Righteous 
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Heb, ix. 
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4. Srud x in the, Word the Condi- 
tions that G O p has fixed and appoint- 
ed, in order to our having a Share in all 
the Bleſſings that IESus CHRIST 
has purchaſed. Indeed the Terms are 
both reaſonable and gracious, ſuch as e- 
very way agree with the Honour of 
G o o, and the infirm diſeaſed. State of 
fallen Creatures.  Innacency is not re- 
+: 2.1. quir'd; that had been impoſſible to our 

Natures (lince the Fall); Bur ſuch a 
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Temper and Diſpoſition is made the S Er. 


Condition of Salvation, as revives and 
for ever maintains a Senſe of Sin, the 
pollution it brought upon our whole 
Souls, and the Miſery it laid us under; 
by which all ſelf-conceited Thoughts of 
our own Strength or Worth are levePd,. 


— 


1 
„3 93 8. 


. 


and Free- Grace alone is our Refuge and Rom. iii. 
Boaſt: And Go »'s Holineſs is ador'd 27. 
in the hating of Sin, and his Mercy im- pr err. 


plor'd for the Pardon of it. Repen- 3, 4 
tanc2 and Faith, which are made the 


Conditions of Pardon and an Intereſt in 
Cur1sT, carry a Soul to a deep 
Senſe of, and Sorrow for, Sin, and em- 


pr it of all Dependence and Truſt in 
itſel 


f, that it may lay hold on IESus 
Cu xls x as ſet forth in the Goſpel, to 
be Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanctifica- 


tion and Redemption to it. And thus co i. 


you ſee the principal Things relating to 
Go o, and Sin, and JEsus CRRIsr, 
and the Way and Manner of your Re- 
demption and Salvation, are only to be 
known from the Scriptures. | Therefore 
I hope youll endeavour, not only to ſtu- 
dy and get acquainted with the Word 
of Go p, but to improve it to all the 
great Purpoſes intended by a Gracious 
Go p in affording you ſuch a Bleſſing. 
Be you cluefly concerned to know the 
| Scriptures, 
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2 Cor. ui. 


Scriptures, ſo as to obey the Precepts, 


— 


rely on the Promiſes, and ſtand. in Awe 
of the Threatnings therein laid before 
you. Be careful always to fix your 
Aim in the getting Spiritual Know- 
ledge, in order to the Practice of Holi- 
neſs, and the growing more like to 
Go p; and not only for Speculation, 
which tends rather to puff us up, and to 
make us Self-conceited, than to refine 
our Natures. The Deſign of G o p in 
the Repreſentations He has given of 
Himſelf, and IESuSs CHRIS T in his 
Word, is to transform us into their J- 


mage and Likeneſs from Glory to Glo- 


ry. Theſe Diſcoveries of Divine Glor 
and Grace have no ſaving Force or E 


-  cacy upon a Soul, if they are not inſtru- 


2 Cor. iii. 


_ verſe laſt. 


mental to impreſs a Reſemblance and 
Diſpoſition correſpondent to G o po and 
his Will and Pleaſure ; and without ſuch 


a Frame of Spirit we can have no regu- 


lar Expectations of Counſel or Com 

from the Word either read or heard. 
For conſider, It's G o p's Meſſage of 
Pardon and Favour to undene miſerable 
Sinners. And oh, with what Seriouſ- 
neſs, Meekneſs and Joy, ſhould it be 
liſtned to and dew. 1 There are 


Three Rules which I can from my own 
Experience recommend,. which are 2 


— 
*. 
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of the Scriptures. Such a8 


I. LET © thoſe Truths that are the 


Eſſentials of Faith and Practice, take 
up the chief of your Study : All are of 
Uſe; but ſome do more immediately 
relate to the Nature and Perfections of 
GOD and IESuUS CHRIS r, and our 
dalvation through him. Theſe we ſhould 
ſearch principally into, and labour to 
underſtand di 


II. BRING ſuch Truths Home to 
yourſelf by a cloſe Application; ſet em 
in the View of Conſcience, for Reproof, 
Conviction, or Inſtruction, and preſs 
them upon each of your Faculties, to in- 
ſorm your Underſtanding and fix your 
judgment, and move your Choice, and 
regulate and raiſe your Affections. Me- 
ditate on the Word; that is the Way 
to improve by it, which Way ſoever it 
v diſpens'd to us. | 


III. PR Ax it over. Whenever you 
bring your Soul to:that Divine. Proſpe- 
tive, whatever Diſcoveries it gives you 
of GOD or yourſelf, be ſure to carry 
the Repreſentation upon your Knees to 
Cop; pray them over before Him. 

Fear 


— — — — —— ———_— 


he obſerv'd, in order to. a profitable Uſe 8 * r. 


Jo 


ARYL 


wy 


Sgr. Fear not in the Name of ] ESsus to 
TV. ſpread the many Pollutions and Deſor- 
E mities of your Heart, which the Word 
has convinced you of, but rather be 
thankful and encourag'd to purſue a far. 
ther Manifeſtation. 'Theſe Three Rules 
are appointed by Go D, as Means for 
our profiting in the Uſe of all his Inſti. 
tutions; and where they are not -regar- 
- ded, the Word may be read and Kue 
throughout your whole Liſe to no real 
Purpoſe. For the firſt of them, ſee 5. 
i. 2. Prov. ii. 2, 3, 4. For the ſecond 
ſee Pſ. cxix. throughout. And for the 
Third we have the Examples and Expe- 
rience of many in Holy Writ, particu- 
larly David, whoſe conſtant Practice it 
was to lay the Caſe of his Soul before 
 Gop, as the Word of Go p had repre- 
ſented it, and to plead the Promiſes, or 
deprecate Puniſhments, or extol the 
Precepts of the Word, adding his Prayer 
for Grace to obſerve them. Alſo you 
may find him, P/. iv. 4. communing or 
diſcourſing with himfelf, that he might 
3 know his State God-ward, and find out 
© 18, his Sins, his Wants, and his Dangers, 
and know how from thence to. govern 
himſelf in his Applications to Gop, F. 
cxix. 15, 50, 52. And J muſt tell you, 
I don't wonder that the Goſpel his 

| 25 ö 
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little Effect upon moſt, ſince the impor- Se c 7: 
- WM cant Matter of it is ſeldom apply'd td IV. 
0 themſelves, or carried to & o v by Praye 
E for his Bleſſing: David found the Good 

A of both, to enlighten, quicken, and 

X comfort him; to excite him to Duty, 
. and deter him from Sin. Pal exit 
1 Bu r you'll, it may be, ſay, What ovjee. 

ue all my Endeavours if Go p deny his 

8 Bleſſing upon them? T ſhall be never 

5 the better. And what Aſſurance have I 

of this, ſince his G R A c E is free, and he 
may deny or beſtow it as he pleaſes pits 

4 THr1s is true: But have you any rea- Anſwer. 
* ſn or ground to fear he will not ſucceed 

4 al Conſider his gracious Nature: He 

„ bs term'd himſelf the Lord G o p, gra- 

e cus and merciſul, long-ſuffering, par- 


- I doning Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion and Sin. 

, Alſo he is faid to be Love in the moſtt 
" I cxtenfive Senſe. Again, he fo loved the 5 
loſt World, as to give his S o N to ſhed 1 Joh. i. 
his Blood to fave it: And the Value and 5-8: 


O Extent of that Sacrifice is ſufficient to 
C procure the Salvation of All; and the 


Tenders of it are general, to whoevet 
lay hold of and cordially accept it. Nay 
© If frther, the Great Go» calls and in- 
j vites, and expoſtulates with poor Sin- 

1 H ners 


Tv. 


Pf. cxix, 
5, 18, 


Seer. Fear not in the Name of Jz$05-to 
ſpread the many. Pollutions and Deſor- 
mities of your Heart, which the Word 
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has convinced you of, but rather be 
thankful and encourag'd to purſue a far. 
ther Manifeſtation. Theſe Three Rules 
are appointed by Go p, as Means for 


our profiting in the Uſe of all his Inſti. 
tutions; and where they are not regar. 
ded, the Word may be read and ſtudy'd 
throughout your whole Life to no real 
Purpoſe. For the firſt of them, ſee P. 


i. 2. Prov. ii. 2, 3, 4. For the ſecond | 


Tee Pſ. cxix. throughout. And for the 


Third we have the Examples and Expe- 
rience of many in Holy Writ, particu- 
larly David, whoſe conſtant Practice it 
was to lay the Caſe of his Soul beſore 
Gov, as the Word of Go p had repre- 


- ſented it, and to plead the Promiſes, or 


deprecate Puniſhments, or extol the 


Precepts of the Word, adding his Prayer 


for Grace to obſerve them. Alſo you 


may find him, P/ iv. 4. communing or 


diſcourſing with himfelf, that he might 
know his State God-ward, and find out 
his Sins, his Wants, and his Dangers, 


and know how from thence to govern 
himſelf in his Applications to Gop, P. 


cxix. 15, 50, 52. And I mult tell you, 
I don't wonder that the Goſpel has 5 
2 F779; NP 
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little Effect upon moſt, ſince the impor- Sz C. 
tant Matter of it is ſeldom apply'd to IV. 
themſelves, or carried to & o 5 by Prayer "VV 
for his Bleſſing: David found the Good 

of both, to enlighten; quicken, and 

comfort him; to excite him to Duty, _ 
and deter him from Sin. | Plal.cxix 


— 


Bur you'll, it may be, ſay, What objet. 
are all my Endeavours if Go p deny his 
Bleſſing upon them ? 1 ſhall be never 
the better.. And what Aſſurance have I 
of this, ſince his G R A c E is free, and he 


may deny or beſtow it as he pleaſes? 


Tzis is true: But have you any rea- Anſwer: 
ſon or ground to fear he will not ſucceed 
you? Conſider his gracious Nature: He 
Jas term'd himſelf the Lord G o p, gra- 


cious and merciſul, long - ſuffering, pir- 


2 Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion and Sin. 


Alſo he is faid to be Love in the moſt 
extenſive Senſe. Again, he fo loved the Ex.xxziv- 
loſt World, as to give his S o x to ſhed ; Joh. is. 
his Blood to fave it: And the Value and 5: 8: 
Extent of that Sacrifice is ſufficient to 

procure the Salvation of All; and the 
Tenders of it are general, to whoevet 

lay hold of and cordially accept it. Nay 

farther, the Great G o Þ calls and in- 

vites, and expoſtulates with poor Sin- 


ners 
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SECT, ners to break off their Sins, and foe o 
IV. for Pardon and Grace. Beſides, his 
Word abounds with Promiſes ſufficient 
to raiſe Hope, and excite our utmoſt En- 
deavours in the Uſe of his appointed 
means. He tells us, if we ask and ſeck 
we ſhall find: And ſure it is not echſo- 
nant to infinite Goodneſs, to give a ge- 
neral Invitation to all to ſeek and 
to him that they may be ſaved, with a 
purpoſe at the ſame time not to be found 
of them: Or would he inſtitute Ordi- 
nances, and command our Attendance, 
and yet deſign to fruſtrate or diſap- 
point our Expectations in the 'Vſe of 


them ? | 415 . "> >: 


On let Go find * * 
applying his Word, and ——ů 
ly and conſtantly, and Watching againft 
Sin, checking the firſt Riſings of it in 
your Heart. In ſhort, Be as ſerions 
and diligent as you are able, and ſer 
what he will do for you. Lou ave not 
to omit Duty, or neglect the Means up- 
on this Score, that if he deny his Bleſſing 
they will do you no Good.” Go is to 
be ſought in the Ways ofi his-own Ap 

pointment, and no whete elſe 51 
Thall farther add, | 


I. Tur 
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Diligence and Intenſeneſs t 
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1. TuA T you have greater Reaſon 


to hope, and may be more certain of aa 


poor Iſſue in the Means he enjoins 
r the ſaving of your Soul, than you 
can poſſibly be of Succeſs in the Uſe of 
2ny that belong to the Body, or the 
Concerns of-this Life. For after all our 
Pains and Labour we may have a crazy 
Body, or a mean Eſtate. - But when we 
are duly induſtrious about our nobler 
part, the Soul, we are more likely to proſ- 
per, becauſe herein we act more be- 
coming the rational Nature, and much 
more agreeably-to the Will and Honour 
of Go D. It is an obeying his Call, and 
an anſwering as we can the Great Ends 
of our SAv4our% coming into the 
World, and laying down his Life for us; 
and ſo on many Accounts a Ground of 
Hope and Expectation of meeting with 
Go , and receiving his ſpecial Benedi- 


2. NoNE ſhall ever be able to- af- 
firm or ſay, that they did their beſt and 
all they were able to do; they Read, 
Heard, Pray'd and Wateh'd, with wr 
but Go p withheld his Blefling and 
Help. This is * Surmize; 3 

2 © 
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SECT. the Failure is in our ſelves. Do but 
IV: read the firſt Chapter of Proverbs; the 
latter Part, and mark what the Bleſſed 

Go p declares to clear himſelf from ſuch 
a Charge. Dr 107 Sebel at 4 


1. Hz there makes the worſt of Sin- 
ners, the Offer of Grace and Mercy. 


_- . ——_— — 3 
rr 


2. H E tells them in ſo many Words, 
that had they hearkned to him, and 
done what they had been able in a ratio- 
nal common way, then behold (ſays he) 
would have poured out my Spirit upon 
you, and have made known my Ways unto 
you. What gracious Promiſes are theſe! 
Is not this an Encouragement, to expect 
ſpecial Grace in a due Uſe of common 
Grace? I will pour out my Spirit a pon you, 
and make known my Ways unto you + What 
mighty Encouragement does this one 
Scripture afford to a diligent Soul ! Stir 
up _ then to take hold of Go p 
Seek, Cry, Wait, and Hope for Suc- 


— 8 er * e 


— 
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cels. 


Ax p now having premis'd the ſore- 
going Things, as what may cheriſh an 
Expectation in the Uſe of Divine Ap- 

pointments, I will in as little a Compaſs 
as I can explain, -2i r 2 
5 I. WHAT 
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I. WraT that ſpecial Grace is that 
is neceſſary to make our Endeayours ef- 
fectual. | | 


II. What you muſt do in a Way of 
Duty to attain it. For that | 


III. I s H ALL evince, that the Con- 
ſideration of the Freeneſs of this Grace, 
inſtead of cramping our Motions, or 
damping our Hopes, 1s the greateſt Spur. 
to Diligence, and a much ſtronger Foun- 
dation of Truſt and Confidence, than if 
Go D's Grace were not free, but was 
either limited by Go p, or to be meri: 
ted by us. * | 


1. I wourD explain what that ſpecial 


Grace is, that is neceſſary to make our En- 
deavours effectual to our Salvation. Go p 


is indeed atton'd, his Juſtice is ſatisſy'd, 


his Law (both the Penal and Preceptive 
Part of it) is fulfill'd, fo: far as was 


neceſſary : All is accompliſh'd that was 


needful to ſalve the Honour of an Holy 
Sovereign; but much muſt be wrought 


upon us and in us, before we can apply. 


this great Salvation to our Selves. It's 
{com a Supernatural Power that any are 


SECT. 


we 


(apable to perceive the Glory or dete ger 
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Ster. the Tender of the Goſpel. In Rom. i. 
IV. ver. 16. it is calbd the Power of God to 
e Salvarion; but it is only ſo in a Way 
of Inſtrumentality. It is the Spirit of 
Go that is Principal in a way of Ef. 
ficiency. Alas! What can the Word 
do (which only propoſes the Object), if 
not back'd with Omnipotent Power? 
Our Malady can't be cur'd by outward 
Applications. Sinfut Inclinations and 
corrupt Habits muſt be removd, our 
Impotenoy and Enmity to all that's Ho- 
ly muſt be taken from us, and contrary | 
Tempers planted in the Soul; before we 
dan be either capable of ing or en- 
17 5 G o b. And who but G 6D him- 
ſelf can effect fo great a Change? It's 
his Almighty Arm that turns the Heart 
of Man againſt the Bent of a depraved IB 
Nature, which rather combats againſt, i 
than aſhſts in our Recovery. Oh how | 
meaxnly do we think of the things of 
GOD! Nay we feel a: fierce Oppolition 
to em, til he affords us his Holy Spirit 
to introduce in us a Supernatural and 
Divine Principle, which he works in us 
in 2 rational way congruous to the Na- 
ture of Man. As, 22 


I By illominating the Underſtand- 
ing. So that as Truths are 8 
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clear View. 


U. Tus Divine 81K NT does then 
impreſs. them upon the Will and Affe 
ctions, not by an unpleaſing Conſtraint, 


but a ſweet and powerſul Influence, 


which changes and alters the Byaſs of 
that Faculty; ſo that it cloſes and falls 
in with what the renewed Underſtand- 
ing diſcovers and propounds. And, 


1. As to chis Spiritual Illumination 


it is abſolutely needſul: For naturally 
we are ignorant, nay Darkneſs it ſelf, Eph. iii. 
Therefore our Underſtanding, which, 8 


by the Order of Nature, is tv guide all 
the other Faculties, is firſt to be wrought 
upon: That muſt fee the Evil of Sin, 
and apprehend the Mercy of G o p, and 
the Sufficiency of Cur1sT, and the 
Beauty of Hon Ess, before the Will 


can be brought to hate the one, and to 
admire and chooſe the other. For moſt 


certainly it's the renewed Underſtanding 


that reflects a Light through the whole Cor. ii. 
Soul. We firſt behold, as in a Glaſs, the 19. 


Glory of Gon, and then are changed 
into his Image. Our viſive and judging 


Faculty mult be refin'd, becauſe our | _.. 
| E 4 Under- , | 


ed, their Excellency- and U ſeſulneſs to * T< 
promote our Happineſs is ſet in a bright IV. 
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SECT. 
IV. 


9 
- 


2 Tim. i. 


Rom vii. 
9, I ©, FI. 


Underſtanding is corrupted as well as 
our Will. We muſt have the Demon. 
{tration of the Sy1k1T to make Truths 
evident to our blind Minds. It is H x 
alone that preſents, them in their native 
Luſtre, and as being only worthy of our 
deepeſt Search, in that they teach us 
how to eſcape Sin and Miſery, and to 
attain Eternal Life and Happineſs. It is 
this Divine 8p IRI that teaches the 
Soul to reaſon truly, to compare the Re- 
port and State of things as the Word re- 
preſents them, and to conſider what it 
feels as to its natural Temper, and to 


ſee in this Light its own Darkneſs, and 


in this Purity its own Deformity ; and 
hereby is brought to account that true 
and good, which before it thought 


falſe and fooliſh. AGAIN, by the clear 


Views it has of Gop, and Sin, and Self, 


deep Apprehenſions are rais'd of the Mi- 
ſery it is liable to (in its natural unrege- 


nerate State;) ſo that it is ready with 


. Vehemence to cry out, What ſhall I do to 
be ſaved? St Paul thought himſelf alive, 


till the Syp1K1T of Go p enlightened 
his Mind to diſcern the Purity, Spiritu- 
ality and Perpetuity of the Divine Law. 
Then he termed himſelf wretched, v. 24. 


And he would eternally have been ſo, 
haad it not been for the Mercy of Gop 


in 
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in Jesus CHRIST, v.25. which is SES r. 
a Truth alſo made evident to All by the IV. 
Sp1R1T in the Goſpel, as it repreſents 9 | 

our State under thoſe Denominations of 
loſt, fick, impotent, nay dead in Treſ- 
paſſes and Sins, which 1s the blackeſt of 
Characters. Wherefore the enlightned 
Soul is brought to approve, and made 
deſirous to cloſe with all the Methods of 
Gop's Grace, as diſcerning how well 

they correſpond to the Deſign of G o 's | 
Glory, and the compleat Deliverance a 
and Happineſs of the Creature. And 

thus much for the Divine Influence upon 

the underſtanding and judging Faculty. 


Wy "V5 
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II. As to the Will, that muſt alſo 
have an immediate Touch from the 
Holy Spirit, before it can freely, and 
intirely yield to G o p. Indeed a Soul's 
Return to Go is in ſuch a Manner 
and Order, as demonſtrates it a Rational 
and Voluntary Act. For the Reaſon 
(as I faid) is refin'd before the Will 
accepts. But as Original Righteouſ- 
neſs was ſubjectively in our Wills, as 
well as in the Underſtanding; ſo Ob- 
ſtinacy and Enmity ſucceeded in the 
Will, as Darkneſs did in the Under- 
ſtanding. And nothing leſs than Om- 
npotent Grace muſt remove the = 

& anc 


Adwine tos DA —— 
Sr 7 and the Orher; ſor This yon have” Hy His 
IV. Promiſe: to give a New Heatt, and to 
move the Stone out of the Heart, 

alſo to put a new Spirit within us; 

Amen denote. no lefs than ſome du- 

natural Operation diſtiach in each 

ulty of the Soul, before we can turn 

2 1 way p with our whole 

cart. ving. as a Contagious 

Diſeaſe overff ed ay the Powers of 

the inward Man; They do all needa 

New and Divine Impreffion. Here is 

hee of the Knowledge of G o p in the 

 Vaderſtanding, of ſubjection to God in 

the Will, and of the fear of Go p, and 

Love, and Joy in the Affections. And 

Ezekiel therefore the Prophets when they give an 

xxxvi- Account of it, do it ſo as to intimate both 

1 our Need, and Go 's Work upon eve- | 
end. ry Faculty of the Soul. It's call'd a 

* new Creation, and a new Birth, nay, 2 

2 Reſurrection; importing an Eradication 

2 : Cor v. of. natural vicious Inclinations and Ha- 

bits; and an Implantation of Holy Prin- 

Leb. i 4 eiples and Affections: And ta ſatisfy 

245 you that it is GO who! gives this 

Read Drat. xxx. 6. He is there ſaid to 

give a Heart both to Loye and Obey. | 

Theſe are chiefly Akts of the Will, and 

fo is Faith and Repentance. ts our 


PRE Will that moves us to em. 
brace 
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brace G o o and CHRIS as the chief S E c 7: 
Good, and to ſhun Sin as the greateſt K 
Fvil. - Its the Will is the Principal Fa- 
culty, and our willing of Good or Evit 
is one of the prime Marks to diſcrimi- 
nate our State by. For a Cloſe then; 

As to this ſpecial Work upon our Un- 
derſtanding and SY Faculty, up- 
on our Will and Affeckions, its the 
mighty AC of Divine Power. As we 
could not contrive the Death of CHRIST 
for our Redemption, ſo we can't form 
our own Souls to the Acceptation of it. 
The infinite efficacy of Grace is as ne. 
ceſſary for the One, as infinite Wiſdom 
was to frame the Platform of the Other, 
and carry it to its fa! and glorious Ac- 
compliſhment. Alas! The Streams of 
Nature muſt be turn'd by a Power a- 
dove Nature, which alone can diſperſe 
our Darknefs, and give us Light, which 
alone can diſpoſſeſs us of our ſtout re- 
luctant Wills, not by forcing, and fo 
deſtroying the Nature, or invading the 
Rights of that Faculty ; but by chang- 
ing it, and removing the corrupt Biaſs 
and Propenſity that is feated there; ſo 
 vorking us by his Spirit to Will 5 well 

to do. It is a Conqueſt wer eln V- 
dory and Delight are twiſted together: 
There is not a Force, but a ſweet and 

: heave: 
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83 r. heavenly Change upon the Will. And 


1 


when it is thus, then the Soul is got from 
the Dominion of Sin, Self and the Wotld, 
and Self-Eſteem is turn'd into an ad- 
miring of Go p and the Things above, 
a Reſemblance to whom is the Conſti- 
tution and Complection of a Soul that's 
privileg'd with G o p's ſpecial Influen- 
ces. And ſo much for an Anſwer to 
the firſt Enquiry, what that ſpecial 
Grace is, which is neceſſary to make our 


Endea vours for Salvation effectual. 


Secondly, I come to ſhew in the # 


2d. PLACE, what you muſt do in a 
way of Duty to attain theſe ſpecial and 
neceſſary Commuuications from Go v. 
For it's very evident, that the Goſpel 
Reveals what our ſhallow Reaſon can't 
Fathom, and enjoins what our vitiated 
Wills will not comply with, and there: 
fore we muſt 7 


I. Ape Lx to Go Þ far that Grace 
which is promis'd, and that with ear- 
neſtneſs, as conſidering our want, and 
the ineſtimable value of it. Plead th 

enerał Offers of Mercy, and his Pro- 


Mat.yii.7. Niles to ſuch as heartily ask and ſeek 


Acts ix. 6. 


aker it, Cry opt Lord what ia 
2 | ENS 8 90 
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do to be Saved. Is there no Healing SEC T. 

for my Soul? If thou wilt thou canſt IV. 

make me clean. Humbly tell Him * 

that rhe Senſe of Guilt and Filth, and 

Impotency has brought you to flee to 

His Mercy in JEesus CHRIST. Tell 

Him your Eyes are blind, and your 

Heart is hard, and that He alone can 

* open the One, and ſoſten the Other. 

Ask the Blood of JES us for Ranſom 

and Healing, and ask the Holy Spirit 

for Renovation and Holineſs. This 

Gift of the Spirit is the Grand Promiſe 

of the New Covenant. And fince you 

are under that Covenant, it is no Pre- 

ſumption but a Duty to ask him of 

Gov, Luke xi. 13. The two foregoing 

Verſes are very encouraging : For there 

our Lox o, to illuſtrate Divine Pity and 

Bounty, mentions the Regard that na- 

tural Parents have to ſupply and gratify 

their Children, and aſſures us that 4 

good G o p, who is peculiarly the Father 

of our Spirits, (they being his Offspring, 

and having his Image) will much more 

readily give his Holy Spirit to them that 

ask it. Corporeal Goods can't maintain 

or adorn our Spirits (which he is the 

Father of) but his Holy Se iR IT will 

ſupply all your Wants, and fill all your 

Deſires. Oh! do but ask and ſeek _ 
that 
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10 Advice to a DAUGHTER 
Secr that Vigour, that Care and Concert 
IV. chat che Want of, or Deſire aſter the 
World's Enjoyments would prompt you 
to, and you need not fear @ Denial. 
Jimes l. 5. I any lack Wiſdom, let him ask it of 
op, who giveth liberally and upbraid- 
eth not: Go p is ever more ready to 
hear and help us, than we are to cry 
to HAM. Prayer then is the firſt means 
to obtain this Gift of Go n. 


H. RETLECT and Jet your Thoughts 
dwell upon the Calls G gives you 
in his Word, to put forth the rational 
Powers of your Soul, in order to his 
Bleſſing. As far as you can, act ratio | 
nally though you cannot act holily: Be 
ſure to conſider and debate Matters 
with your ſelf, till you come to ſuch 
Conclufions as Reaſon would dictate, 
and Scripture does direct, to a Perſon in 
Want and Diſtreſs as you are. We muſt 
not expect G o p will exert his Power | 
to work Grace, if we are lluggiſh, and 

will not uſe our own in asking it. For 
it is Diligence in improving common 

Aſſiſtances that gives a rational Expe- 

Kation - of Special. And whilſt we hum- 
bly uſe qur own, we cu an in- 
viſible Power to aſſiſt an impreſs Us. 
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( : | - SECT. 
TH. B ſerious and conſtant in at- N. 
tending his Appointments. Let all the "VV 
Iiftieutions of his Worſhip be regarded. 
Ordinances are the Vehicles and Chan- 
nels through which he ordinarily con- ph. 
veys his ſpecial Impreſſions upon the Heb, je 
Soul. And you muſt therefore take heed! * e 
whilſt'G:o Dutters his Voice, and offers 
his Grace, you do not harden your 
Heart. Finding you waiting at his 
D 
a ſoſt, tender pure Heart. Iatter end. 


S428 aES FI 


IV. LAS OUR to cheriſh and pro- Eph. iv. 
mote every Convition you get of vỹjẽð 
Mifery and Want, of your Hazzard and 
Danger by reaſon of Sin. And alſo 
thankfully entertain the leaſt Diſeovery 
or Motion of the Divine Se IRI T; for 
he muſt he liſtned to in his various Ways 
and Methods, or he will withdraw. Off! 
it is a great Affront to him, to let a 
thing here below / quaſh the Vigour or 
Warmth he is ready to afford us in our 
Religious Attendances. Its a quenching Theſſ v. 
the Sela tr when Worldly Concerns ““. 
ſaſtle out holy Fhouglits. But if we eye 
G On Appointments, and veſt alone 
on his Help and. Bleſſing for Succeſs, we 
ſhall find it Hl not be in vain. _ | 
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Ser. whilſt we are endeavouring to ſtir up 


Ach al. V. Endeavour after a low Eſteem of 


. Rom. viii. But when priviled ed with an Intereſt | 
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IV. our ſelves to take hold of Go b in or- 
der to Peace, he?ll pour out his Sp1 x17 
and Grace, and take effectual hold of us, 
and be at Peace with us. | 


29. your ſelf, and your own beſt. Perfor- 
James iv. mances; which as they proceed from an 
x Pet. iii. unrenewed Nature, and are not invigo- | 
cor fi. rated by the 8 1K I of Gop, and 
3. perfum'd with the Merits of CHR IS＋, 
are but dead Works. Let this Conſide- 
ration quicken your Purſuits after a new 
and ſpiritual Life: For we are faid to be 
naturally dead to God, and alive to Sin. 
v. in CHRA1 3 T; an — with his 
Se1K1T of Liſe, then we are made 
to live to Gop, and can by con- 
Phil.11.3- ſtant Influences from him, pray and act 
12,13. As Perſons ſpiritually alive. Oh! be 
ſenſible of, and humbled for, but not 
diſheartned at your Deadneſs ; for I 
come to ſhew you in the | 


34 PLACE, That this ſpecial Grace 
of Go p, (which I have endeayoured to 
explain and preſs you to endeavour af 

ter) as it is his free Gift, ſo if well con- 
IG, lv. 1. ſidered, even under that Notion, Ron 
0 


an N * 
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our Hopes, is, and ought to be the 


* 


of cramping our Motions, or damping SEN. 


IV. 


14 2 


17 eateſt Spur to Diligence, and a much 
us, ſonger Foundation of Confidence and 
Truſt, than if G o 's Grace were either 


lmited by him, or to be purchaſed and 
merited by us. It is free, and ſo can't 
be properly bought by us. It is to be 


There are in the 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 Verſes 


oft, a tender, a new Heart; yet for all 
this, in the 27th Verſe Go p ſays he will 
be enquired of. It is a Plea invented 
by our grand Enemy, to urge from the 
Freeneſs of Grace, our Neglect of the 
Means: For though God may deny 
his Grace to All, and diſpenſes it but to 
ew; yet none ought to be diſcourag'd. 
His Propriety is very reconcileable with 
his Benignity. And what he does as the 
ſole Proprietor is one thing, and as a Re- 
tor and Governour is another. For the 
Bleſſed God under the Goſpel deals not 
with us as a meer Soveraign, but con- 


compact and mutual Agreement. There- 
fre it is term'd a New Covenant, 
whereia Overtures of Mercy are made 
to poor Sinners that are ſenſible of their 
Miſery, Want and Unworthineſs, and 


— — 


humbly ſought and asked, Exe. xxxvi. 37. 


deſcends to treat with us in a way of 


many Promiſes of ſpecial Grace, as a 2 Per. 1% 


I being 


——_— — — — 
SEC T- being unable to help themſelves, do fol- 
IV. licitouſly and humbly ask it of Gov. 80 
Vic that though he is bound to none (He 
27. may give Grace and Glory to whom He 
James i. 5. will) yet his readineſs to beſtow t 
If. lv. a. challengeth our utmoſt Diligence in ſeek- 
5. ing them, and our Dependance and Hope 
*,, for the Accompliſhments And ſuch as 
do ſhall find, that G o p through IE $us 
CHx1sT (the Mediator of the New 
Covenant) is as ready to renew and re- 
Heb. viii. fine their Natures, and caſt them into 
10,11,12- his Image, as to pardon their Sins, and 
remember their Iniquities no more. Di- 
vine Mercy is as free to ſupply-my Spi- 
ritual Wants, as to forgive my Sins. 
That free Grace of GoD which con- 
Titus ii. trivd and brought to Perfection and 
11,12 View, that Salvation which a loſt 
| World ftood in need of; That ſame 
ſree Grace muſt be applyed. to, to teach 
us by denying Ungodlineſs and World- 
ly Luſts to comport with, and make a 
right uſe of it. 5 1 LY Drs 
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I Dax x then appeal to the Experi- 

1 Tim. i. ence of every ſenſible Sinner, whether | 
'5. the Freeneſs and Sufficiency of Go p 
Grace be not his only Support: The 
leaſt true View of Sin and Self (as the 
Law of a Holy Gop profits has) 

wou 
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would diſmay and fink us, were it not Sk r. 
that Go p's free Grace in CHRIST af= IV. 
fords us a Plea. This is it that gives Ich A. 
Hope and Boldneſs. And were not 15, ic 
Grace tender'd in general to all, the 
convinced Soul would be apt enough 
to think he were excluded : Or, 
were the Overture made only to ſuch as 
could do great things, in a way of Me- 
rit, alas! he would deſpair of obtaining 
it: But when he is convinced, that the 
Goſpel Call and Grant is made to Blind; 
Captive, Loſt, Sick, Wounded; Poor; 
Weary, Heavy-laden, Naked Souls ; 
nay, to the chiefeſt of Sinners: Theſe 
Characters revive; and the more; by 
how much they include a Soul in any 
meaſure feelingly ſenſible of its being 
ſo. Indeed Faith and Repentance are 
by many call'd Conditions of Covenant- 
Mercy. But how? not in a way of 
Merit: Alas! were we ſinleſs Creatures 
we could not merit; for we are, in that 
relation Dependent Beings; but as fal- 
len Creatures our beſt Obedience is as 
filthy Rags. Faith and Repentance then, 
are in themſelves, and by G o o's Ap- 
pointment made Conditions only; as 
ep are Qualities and Diſpoſitions which 
make a poor Sinner receptive of what 
Jesus rr purchaſed for in 
1 T 
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Ster. Salvation. They are alſo Go p's Gift 
IV. and his SpIR 17's Work, not our own 
Eph. ing, Production. But, to evince the Neceſ- 
9, 10. ſity of Faith and Repentance, let's con- 
ſider, That an inſenſible, hardned Sinner 

cannot ſee his need of a Saviour: It is 

the Loſt and Sick who thirſt for Deli- 
verance and a Cure. Alſo as the Senſe is 

ofour Diſeaſe (as leſs or more hazardous) 

ſo will be our Earneſtneſs for, and Speed 

unto the Phyſician: And, as is our Be- 
lief of his Skill, Fidelity and Compaſſi- 

on; ſo will be our Truſt and Depen- 

dance, and no more. Theſe - things 
weigltd, ſhew the Nature of Faith and 
Repentance. For the Senſe of Sin, in 

each of its Parts, as condemning and 
defiling, together with its Dominion o- 

ver us, carries a Penitent Sinner to ſeek 

Relief above itfelf. And Go v having 
ſubſtituted Jzsus his So N, to repair 

all that concern'd his Glory and Man's 
Salvation; the poor Sinner fixes his Eye 

2 Cor. v. for Juſtification, here God exactedd a Sa- 
1 Cor. i. tisfaction; and for Sanctification, where 
John i 16. GOD treaſur d up ſufficient Grace; and 

| _ * © for Glorification, where there was a 
Price given to purchaſe an Inheritance. 
Now theſe are all found in IESus; 
and therefore ſince he is made Wiſdom, 
. . Righteouſneſs, Sanctification and _ 
e | 8 1 pleat 
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pleat Roden ption, Faith is that Act of SE GT. 
the Soul which lays hold of Him, and IV. 


clings cloſe to Him (for all the bleſſed 


Purpoſes) in Life and Death, and for. 

erer. And I muſt tell you, That both 

Faith and Repentance (though made 

the Terms of the New Covenant) are, 

if genuine, the moſt abaſing, {elf-empty- 

ing Tempers in the World: For both 10h „ ,. 
tend to Nullify Self and the World, but Hab. ii. 4. 
Omnify, Go d, and exalt his Grace; be- 


cauſe from Firſt to Laſt Fre. Nom. iii, 


Ax o this Free Grace is the beſt Pre- 


ſerver againſt Deſpair. If I view'd on- 

ly the. Neceſſity, and Excellency of the John ill. 3. 

new Nature, with my Natural and Mo- 

ral Inability to attain, it, I ſhould fink 

into Confuſion and Deſpondency. But, 

if I conſider the Extent and Freeneſs and 

Fulneſs of Grace in CH x IST, and ten- Heb. viii, 

der d in a Covenant way; Oh how this 

raiſes my Hopes and animates my En- 

deavours! So that I can pray, and read, 

and hear, and think, with much greater 

Aſſurance of Succeſs for. my Soul, than 

can eat, or drink, or negotiate for my 

body, or an Eſtate. The former was Matth. vi. 

what was. mainly in CHRIS 8 Eye, j0h vi | 

that he might redeem. and fave it; and 8 

n Goo the Father's Aim to provide 
1 tax, 
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8 7. for.” And therefore that Grace which is 
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/; neceſſary, (tho? to be diſpen&d freely) is 
furer for my Soul, than the Uſe of any 
appointed means is for my Body: And 

yet none are fo foolifh as to fay I will 
not plough or ſow, or traffick, or eat, or 
uſe the reaſonable means to make Life 
happy; becauſe in all this we muſt de- 
pend upon Go o's Bleffing. Oh no 
Though upon a due Thought and Inſpe- 
ction into the Nature and various Acci- 
dents of Things, it is evident the Agen. 
cy of our Endeavours (compar'd with 
God's neceſſary Concurrence and'Bleſ. 
ſing) is ſmall and oftentimes remote; 
vet we'll not therefore neglect the 
Means, or indulge Sloth or Serupuloſity 
with refpe& to our Bodily Affairs; and 
why ſhould we allow and plead ſor it in 

Soul-Concerns? In the former, Divine 

Benignity encourages: But that in the 
latter, the Goodneſs of Go p, together 
with multiply*dMotives, Obligations and 
Aſſurances fhould not do the fame, what 
can we aſſign as theReaſon of it, butthat 
the Love of the Body is above that f 
the Soul? But I have dwelt too long up- 
on this Head; I will only ſay, that the 
Perſwaſion I have had of the Freeneſs 
of Grace, has been the greateſt Engage- 
ment to me to follow Gov. _ 


_— iN 9 WI TD LL Pay OE 0D > A U ES. we hg tron as 


| Wt 


AUGHTER. 


Advice 0 4 


119 


_= * tt. — 


1 | f | : 2 4 + 7 int : 
been a means to keep me from Prefum-.Sz c r. 


prion as well as Deſpair. For in all Di- 
vine Appointments I have been prom- 
pred to be ſerious and watchtul, becauſe 
did not know but that the preſent Or- 
dinance might be a Seaſon of Grace, and 


IV. 


Go p might at this Time communicate 


Light, Life and Love to my Soul : So 
that Grace being free, and given ac- 
cording to Divine Pleaſure, has many 
times quickned me to the Uſe of means, 
and a Seriouſneſs and Intenſeneſs there- 
in. And this ſuits the Argument which 
F Paul uſes to ſtir us up to work out 
our Salvation with Fear and Trembling; 
becauſe it is Go p that worketh in us 
to will and to do of his good Pleaſure. 
Some Paraphraſe it thus, 2 That a 


good Go b takes a Pleaſure to work Phil. i. 3. 


both a Will. and a Power to do Good, 
where: He-finds a Soul d iligent to uſe its 
Powers, and the common Aſſiſtance of 
the Spirit in its Attendance upon a Go- 
ſpel Miniſtry. And let wicked hardned 
dinners on the one Hand, reflect upon 
free Grace as ohſtructing their Return; 
or inconſiderate Zealots appropriate or 
imit Grace to fuck and ſuch only; yet 


es, ater my urmolt Sud) and 
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SEC. 2 215 18 MT! 

IV. I. Tur JIESsus CHRIST is as 

much of G o 0 made Sanctiſication as 
Redemption · And that Go æ RN! 


414 C3. g 28288 5 75 


II. Havins given his Sox; and 

the So N having given Himſelf, I have 
no reaſon to think but He will readily 
give Grace to apply all this, ſince that 
is much leſs than the Gift it ſelf: S0 that 
Rom, viii. J am ſatisfy'd I ſhall never periſh for 
32. Want of a readineſs in a gracious Goo 
to fave me. Let me do what I can 
and He will aſſiſt and work in me to do 
what He requires. Nay, I never ſor 
this Six and Thirty Years did what J 
was able in an Ordinance or Appoint- 
ment, humbly relying on his Acceptance 
and Bleſſing; but I found it good for 
me to draw nigh to Go D. And I am 
ſure, a Belief of Go p's free Grace is 
the beſt Antidote againſt Deſpair or 
Preſumption, or Selſ-Conceit; and the 
greateſt Incentive and Encouragement 
to a cheerful Obedience and à firm 
Truſt: For hat Objection can the De- 
vil ſtart to deject, when the Freeneſs of 
Grace is in View? Are my Sins many 
and great? So is the Mercy of Gop, 
and the Merits of CRRK IST. Nay, 
the greater my Sins are, and the —— 
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they abound, ſo much the more does S RO. 

the Grace of Go p. And as my Need IV. 

increaſeg, ſo free Grace (which always N 

ſeeks a fit Occaſion rather than a wor- 

thy Object) will make me the more 1. l,. 7,8. 

welcome. Again, am I unworthy to 

receive any Good from Go p and un- 

able to do any for my ſelf? Why both 

theſe, if humbly bewaiPd and ſenſibly 

own'd, ſhall not be a Bar to Mercy; 

for it is Free; and IESsus CHRIST 

is, by Go p the Father, exalted to give 

Repentance as a Prince, as well as For- 

giveneſs of Sins as a Saviour. Surely Aas vt. 

then becauſe it is his Gift (and not mx 

Work) I muſt not ſtay from Him, but 

rather haſten to Him. He gives as a 

Prince to ſuch r Beggars as we, 

who muſt have all gratis, or muſt ſtarve Iſi. v. ,a, 1 

and dye. In Service tho? Grace is ne- 1 
ceſſary, and is a Supernatural Divine 

Principle: Tho' as to the diſpenſing of 

it it is free, Go D may deny it or give 

it as he pleaſes (and ſo he may all Bodi- 

ly Bleſſings:) Yet as we are not diſcou- 

rag'd from the Uſe of proper means, be- 
cauſe of the Neceſſity of the Divine A- 
y gency and Bleſſing in order to our 
Worldly and Bodily Proſperity ; So let us 
Y not from the like Conſideration be diſ- 
e heartned in doing our utmoſt for our 
7 4+ 39 FL NOR Souls; 


122 Advireto « DAucGHTmR _ 
$ecT. Souls: For God never with-held-his 
IV. Grace from any that ſought it above all 
other things. That is 4 very remark. 
able Paſſage (amongſt many others) 
which you have in u. xv. 21, 28. of the 
Woman of C. Our co 
Saviour ſeem'd to repulſe her, and then 
to deſpiſe her; but ſhe would not tale 
the Denial, or reſent the Reflection, but 
rather ge the more earneſt; and af. 

ter all caſts her ſelf humbly and ado- 
ringly at this Feet, being conſident that 

He had Mercy and Grace ſufficient to 
ſupply her: And obſerve it, our Bleſſed 
CE Lo xo gives the higheſt Encomium of 
| her Faith of any ue read of. Do you 
(my Dear Child |): make the ſame Ad- 
venture, with a Reſalve if you Periſh it 
ſhall be at the Feet of I x Sus, and then 

I am ſure you will find the ſame Succeſs. 
I have now ended the Fourth Section, 
which was of Counſel and Direction. 
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Hic k contains ſome Cautions 
againſt ſuch particular ſinful Di- 
ſpolitions and Tempers, as are proyoking 
tGo v in the greateſt degree, and will 
obſtruct or ſtifle the Workings of His 
Bleſſed Spirit in your Soul. And theſe 


are in the | 


I. PLACE: Pride, Conceitedneſs or Prov. iii. 3. 
dell. Dependance; which inclines Perſons — 
to think themſelves rich, and in want of Rev. iii. 
nothing. This is a Frame of Spirit dire- 17, 18. 
ctly oppoſite to the Goſpel, which is cal- 

culated on purpoſe to enthrone Gop, and 
toexalt his Grace; but to lay us Sinners in 
the Duft. By Pride was our Fall, and by A 
Humility we muſt rife again. That Sal- 
vation which the Goſpel reveals, will not 

ſo much as be duly confider'd, till our 

proud Imaginations be levebd, and all cor. x. 5- 
Confidence in our 'own Wiſdom and | 
trength, either to teach or fave our 

ſelves, is broken down. Do but view 


— 
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SECT. ſelves Criminals, and fo flee thither for 
| V. Mercy, and go thither as Beggars for 
Man; Supply. The firſt Step towards Go» 
28, 29. is out of our ſelves, but Pride keeps us 
at a diſtance from him; and where it is 

in a predominant Degree, it's inconſi. 

ſtent with true Grace: For a proud Man 

as ſuch would ſubordinate Go p and his 

Intereſt to his own Pleaſure, and he is 

IJ. mes iv. ſaid to reſiſt G o p, i. e. to uſurp his Do- 
As x3; minion, and invade his Prerogative. This 
2122,23. Sin is the Product of Ignorance, and 
the Cauſe of Infidelity, Unbelief, and 
Impenitency. It is a Sin of the higheſt 
Pf, xvii. Magnitude, moſt diſpleaſing to Go d, 
?7- and miſchievous to our ſelves and others. 
J would deſcribe it in ſhort thus: It is a 
Principle that Deifies a Man's Self, chat 

makes him his own.Rule and End, that 

Jer. ix a4. exacts an Homage, and places à Truſt 
2 Cor. x. and Dependance upon himſelf; and both 
„ theſe are Acts of the Soul, claimed from 
and appropriated peculiarly to the Dei- 

ty. Such a one's Boſom (as we ſay) 1s 

huis Oracle, and ſuch Men's Will is their 
Law. , They can't bear Adyice ot con. 

troul. If I had Time to delineate. and 

branch this ſinful Temper out, I could 

make it very obvious that it 1s predomi- 

nant naturally in every Perſon, till Grace 
purities and reforms us, I beg you would 


but 


„ 


— 
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dut deſcend into your ſelf, and then Sec 7. 
ou ſee how much your Spirit is tin- V. 
aur'd and overſpread with this Sin, and 2 | 
how ready it is to diſcover it ſelf to- 
wards GO p and others. 


I Wour Þ recommend to you the Job. zii 
Contemplation of Go p, of his Holineſs 3, 
and Purity, of the great Humiliation of * * 
Es us, what it coſt Him to ranſom * 
you; and this will tend to abaſe you. 

Alſo get Acquaintance with your ſelf, 

the Sinfulneſs and Levity of your on 

Spirit, and recolle& the many Advan- Rom. v.s, 
tages, but the ſmall Improvement you Job xi. 
have made of them: Yea, how uncapa-* © * 
ble you are to direct your ſelf, and how 

often (if Providence did not interpoſe) 

you would be bewilder*d and at a Loſs. 

And as you love your Soul, and value 

the Favour and Bleſſing of Heaven, ſeek 

Counſel of Go p, appropriate Succeſs Prov. iii. 
to Go p, and center your ultimate End 5: 6, 7: 
and Felicity in G o D. By a due Re- 

gard to theſe Rules, you will not be led 


4 to overvalue or truſt in your ſelf, or put 
d Confidence in any inferior Good, but in 


Him alone. There is one unaccountable 
Piece of Pride which this Age abounds 
in, and that is in catering for, and a- 
wrning the Body, which in a ſhort we 
mu 
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SES r. muſt be the Food of Worms. How com. 
monly are Perſons valu'd both by them. 
ſelves and others, for their Garb or gen- 
teel Air, or coſtly Furniture, or other 
Accommodations? Now theſe are good 
in themſelves, and commendable, if li. 

mited to our Quality, Eſtate and Cir. 
cumſtances, and alſo to our Age and 
Profeſſion. (All theſe muſt be conſi- 
der'd;) and then provided we are not 
lifted up, or place our Happineſs in them,] 

or ſpend too much Time and Thoughts 

about them, we may decently uſe all that 

Finery which ſuits our Rank, and is in 

Uſe. But Pride in theſe ſhews a mean 
abject Spirit. It is to be obſery'd how 

the All-wiſe Benefactor, to keep us hum- 
ble, has made Mankind (who is the] 

6. higheſt Species of Being in the lower 
= World) dependent for Bodily Suſtenance 
upon, Creatures of the lowelt Rank. For 
all we have for Neceſſity or Ornament, 
comes from them by GO »'s Appoint- 
ment; which well confider'd, ought to 
abaſe and ſhame ſuch as think better off 
themſelves, or worſe; of others on the 
account of outward Things: But I hope 
your Mind will ſoar above ſuch poor fa- 
ding Vanities, which others make their i 
Truſt and matter of their Boaſting, 
But, | me” 
| II. Avo1D ; 


Jamesii.3. 


. - 1 
. a * 
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IL Avor p Sloth as the Occaſion f V. 


many Sins: It conſiſts in an Unaptneſs Nom. A. 
for Action and Buſineſs, notwithſtand- 11 
ing the ſeveral Talents afforded by Gop's Nat. 
Bounty, for his Glory and the Good 

of ourfelves and others, which by rea- 

ſon of Sloth do turn to no good account 

n any reſpect: On the contrary, Time 

not redeemꝰ'd, or Abilities not us'd, are b 
miſpent, and re a fad reckoning 1 
whenever we ſhall be ſummoned to ac- | 
count to G © p for them. 


AG A 1N, Sloth eſpecially ill becomes 
Religion; for it argues that the Judg- 
ment of a Man was never determin 
to purſue and make it his Buſineſs, It 
declares he never was fincere and hearty, | 
and fo will not go far in the Path. A Matt. ili. 
lothful Perſon is a moſt ignominious 1 vi. 
Character: Solomon ſends ſuch to one 13. 
of the meaneſt Inſects, the Ant, to up- prov.vi; 
braid their Folly, and to learn %em In- 
duſtry. A ſlothful Perſon ſeems to have 
lot his Spiritual Being, which is an a- 
dive Principle always in Motion, to 
which Sloth is a direct Contradiction. 
Let ſuch Perſons have never ſo great a | 
dtock of Natural Endowments, they are 
ul bury'd. God will have no N | 

| ie | 
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Matt. xxv. 
26. 


the Community no Advantage, from 


one 
who indulges Sloth. How has our Loxp 
connected Sloth and Wickedneſs toge- 
ther! (thou ſlothful and wicked Ser. 
vant!) as expoſing to Eternal Wo and 


Wrath. And therefore be you perſwa- 


ded to give all Diligence to improve 
Time, Health, Strength and all your 


other Accompliſhments for the Glory of 
Go b, and the Improvement of your 


Coloſſ. iv. 
5,6. 


Matt. xxv. 
2 1 ” 


ſelf, and thoſe you are concern'd with in 
the World; that you may be an Orna- 
ment to your Sex, and a Credit to your 
Profeſſion : And then when your Judge 
appears, and the great Audit-Day ap- 
proaches, you will receive the publick 
Commendation of a wiſe and faithful 
Steward, and reap the everlaſting Re- 


ward of ſuch. As a careleſs ſlothſul Spi- 


Tit is one of the grievous Vices of the 


Age we live in; ſo be you more than 


ſow Tares hi 


Eßph. v. 16. 
2 Pet. x. 


ordinarily vigilant (as is requir'd) that 
you be not infected with it: For Idle- 
neſs introduces many other Sins. and Sa- 
tan, the Enemy of our Souls, is buſy to 
hes are ſluggiſn. 


B E you careful then to fill up every 
vacant Time in ſerving ſome good Pur- 
poſe or other : Appropriate a fit Seaſon 
for every thing that may _—_ 2. 

; dee 


— TW ECTDE 


— 
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Indeed your firſt and prime Time muſt Sec 7. 
be offered up to Go d, and allotted for  V- 
the Affairs of your Soul and another pg. = 
Life: But to read Phyſick, Hiſtory, r 
other Books for your Improvement and 
innocent Diverſion, is commendable, 
provided they be not more acceptable 

than ſuch as treat of ſublimer Subjects, 

viz. of Religion. 


Lou ſhould ſpend much of your Phil zl. 27 
Time in ſtudying Relative Duties. You 
ſhould have a ſingular Regard ro, and 
make great Obſervation of your own 
and others Converſation; that you may 
learn how to guard againſt the Failures 
of it, and to encourage and approve of 
what is Good. Both theſe are Eſſential 
to a well ordered Converſation: This pr. 1. 23. 
Courſe of bringing Converſation to a Colol. iv: 
Scrutiny, and our Knowledge to Practiſe, * 
and ro be daily collecting and treaſuring 
up of what is uſeful and worthy Imita- 
tion, is the way to be Wiſe and Judici- 
ous, as well as Pious and Holy. And 
obſerve it: That Perſon who lives with- 
out inward Reflection upon, or due di- 
geſting what they meet with in Books 
or Actions, can be termed no other than 
a ſlothful Liver in the World, and is a 
Reproach to Mankind. Lou are not to 
"pr K neglect 


pas — — — — 
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SECT. neglect, rho? you muſt limit your Cares 
V- for this Life. But Oh! grudge no Pains 
or Coft for your precious Immortal Soul. 
Marth. vi. For you may be aſſured Heaven will be 
19,22-25- an ample Reward for all your Labour. 


1 Pet. 
1 Cor. xv. III. T'xxe heed of immoderate Love 
pfrvi , to this vain World, or the Conveniences 
1 John ii. 2 1 of Liſe, | This —— gu 
12 oing of that ho young Ruler 
5 - the — his Foſſeons, 1 under- 
28:h. valu'd his Soul. He was defirous indeed 
| to inherit Eternal Life, cou'd he have 
done it in his own Way, and at his on 
Price, and he thought his \awn good 
Deeds could have merited it. Lo xd, 
what good Thing ſhall I do to inherit 
Eternal Liſe? Alas! he was Wholly i ig- 
norant of his deſert of Death (by rea- 
ſon of Sin) and of the Corruption olf 
his Nature. Thence he had no concern 
how Go ſhould be appeas'd and re- 
conciled, how Sin ſhould be pardoned 
or his Perſon accepted and renew'd. 
He ſaw no need of being beholden to 
IzEsus CHRIS r. for iverance from 
Death or the Gift of Liſe. In ſhort, 
He was ambitious when Death ſhould 
remove him from his flouriſhing State 
here, to enter upon One above. But 


as to what Heaven was; as to any true 
Notion 


— tacota——es — 
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as ignorant t, as he was of the 

means to attain it. But you find: how SLE 

our . Lox p Jz$us: deals with him; 

aſter he had made lus Address, he 
touches him in the tendereſt Point. 

The Commandments he affirm'd he 

had kept, but when Cux1sT bid him 

ſell all — 2 to he Page, N went 

away ſorrow ul | 


N o from hs you . muſt not 
think that to ſell all and give to the 
Poor, was a Duty preſerable to Jultice 
or Temperance, or other moral Precepts: 
But the Terms of Eternal 155 were by 
our Lon p ſet ſo — Mgr ſhew him 
his Ignorance of what * 0d, and his 
vain Confidence in what he had been, 
and done. And ſince he thought 
he could by further Additions riſe up 
to a valuable Price, our bleſſed Lok v 
ſet the Price of all that he had for that 
Purchaſe. Again, we may all learn 
from, this. Inſtance, that Chriſtianity is March. vi. 
not * apprehended or embrac'd, if , „ 


it d ot ſeparate from Things 24,25, 26. 
here _ ſuc 5 Degree as to . 


aan us will gat Cn x 1s T's Com- 


mand -to — them. In the 3d. 
cp. 40 0 de l Now e 
C. 


12 Advice to a DAUGHTER. _ 
Sr. St. Paul was willing to foregoe all things, 
V. accounting them {comparatively with 
the knowledge of Cxz1sT) Dung and 

Droſs. And this in ſome Meaſure is 
the Temper of a true Lover of JESU. 
Io this purpoſe ſee the 11. to the Heb, 

They were, (and fo muſt we be) looſ⸗ 
coloſ iii, En'd from Terene Enjoyments, and ter- 
1,2,5. minated on Things above. We muſt 

be ready to do or Suffer as they did. 
I have often thought, therefore how 
needful it is, to have a deep Senſe of 
the Evil and Deſert of Sin at our firſt 
Converſion : Our Sorrow for that, nay 
preponderate all the Afflictions and Sut- 
ferings we may meet with in the' after- 
part of our Lives, and render the Lokp 
IJIkEsus with His Croſs, infinitely more 
deſirable, than all Worldly Poſſeſſions 
in our Natural State of Sin and Mi. 
ſery. ONES | LICK 


Ix ſome unmortify'd Affections, 
atꝗke the Fuel to all our Afflictions. 
t John ii. Therefore we are Commanded not to 
19- love the World, or the Things of the 
World, either 'in . Compariſon of, or 
Competition with GO Dp. ?Tis the 

World that is G's »'s chief Rival for 

Empire over the Children 'of Men. 

This made our Saviour pronounce. it 

Num. 
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impoſſible to ſerve Gop and Mammon; SE r. 
for each muſt be Supreme, and none V. 
can ſerve two Maſters, eſpecially ſo N 
directly contrary one to the other as 24. 

Go „ and Mammon. Do you conſider 

this, and ſtrive for a Heart that may 

be fix d above. Drop all irregular love Matth. vi, 
and uſe of the World, which you'll find? 5 
the beſt Method you can take, to live | 
in Peace, and dye with Comfort. It's 
certainly one of the ſaddeſt Spectacles, 

to behold a Perſon launching out of 
Time into Eternity, who plac'd all his 
Happineſs in this Earth. Such have 
treaſur'd up nothing all their Life but 

for the — They deſpis'd the hea- 

venly Proviſions, which was made for 

that Spirit which is now taking its flight 

into an Endleſs State; and leaving that 

very Body to return to its Original Duſt. 

Oh! what confuſion muſt ſuch a poor 
dying Creature be in. Be you fo wiſe 

to look off, and beyond temporal Trea- 

ſures, which are liable a Thouſand ways 

to decay and periſh ; Endeavour by Faith 

to get the ProſpeCt of that nobler, never- 

fading State and Life in the heavenlyGlo- 
ry: Make it your Buſineſs to get an Inte- 
reſt in it, and a Meetneſs for it. Leave 
it to Goo's infinite Wiſdom to allot, and 


K; proportion 
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proportion as He ſees beſt, ll er | 
, Ware Accommodations. | 


I Aw very ſenſible the Sviricn you y 
are placed in is very enſnaring, and no- 
thing but real Religion in the vital 


Power of it upon your Soul can ſecure 


Prov. zn. 


55 6, 7, 8. 


you. The Age we = in is corrupt 
and vicious; or elſe p ware ® + 
pid and cateleſs. | bole” hott y ourfelf as 
being in apparent hazard: And truſt 
not to your own Strength. Lean not 
to your own Underſtanding, but look 
up to, and depend upon a wiſe and gra- 
cious God. Study the Rules of his Word, 
which direct, counſel; and comfort in 
every ſtep through this vain World. 
There its Two Things that I obſerve 


are an, very enſnaring. 


| Pal. xv. 


L CA Ny, or ſuch as we make 


our Intimates. Whatever they ſay or do, 


we aptly enough approve and imitate. 
You had need then be very Cautious in 


your Choice. Be civil and beneficent 
to all, but contract Friendſhip with _ 


that in Reaſon you can neither hope to 
get Good by, nor do Good to. Com- 
pany y has been the Bane of many Souls: 
nd I muſt tell you, the Company a 
Perſon is moſt pleaſed with, and fre- 
quents; 


— — - — 28, ; 


— s 


— 


F K 13; 
quents; gives the trueſt Character and Sz cr, 
Spirit he is of. A Pious Soul can't (with V. 
Delight) aſſociate with vain flaſhy Wits = 

(as they are call'd.) There is much Pf L 23. 
Wiſdom in a due ordering of Conver- Eon. r. 

fation, ſo as to improve by it. This 25, 29,31. 

holy Art is almoſt wholly extinct amon 

us. And it is expoſing one's felf to 

ridicule, to talk of any Thing but the 

neweſt Faſhions, and who are the gen- 

teeleſt in their Dreſs, Mein, or Air, to- 

gether with variety of other trivial 

Things, whilſt Go p, and CHRIS r, 

and Heaven, are diſregarded; and how 

to ſhare in them ourſelves, and aſſiſt 

thoſe we converſe with to do fo, is little 

minded. Who that reflects upon the 

moſt uſual Themes of Diſcourſe in this 

Chriſtian Nation, would think that we 

had any great Things to do in this, or 

to hope ſor in that World above? Oh, 

as you value your Soul, be choice of 

your Acquaintance. 


II. AnoTHsr xr Entanglement is Di- 
verſion: Which though it be in Things 
Lawful, and with good Company, yet 
if we delight too much, or continue too 
long, ſuch Diverſion is then our Sin. 
For it obſtructs Buſineſs of greateſt Mo- 
ment both to Soul and Body, We muſt 

K 4 ule 
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SECT. uſe Recreations to fit for the Duties of a 
V. Religious and Civil Capacity; not to 
prevent them. Read the Countels of 
Her Life ¶Varmicł's Letter to the Lord Bartel if, 
writ by . N ad 
Dr. ali- Upon this Subject. Exceſs in Lamful 
er. Things brings complicated guilt. upon us, 
| But there are ſome Diverſions - un- 
lawful in themſelves ; ſuch J take our 
(preſent) Stage-Plays to be, tho allow'd 
by Publick Authority, Their Comedies 
are profan'd by Oaths, and taking Gop's 
Name in vain, together with a great 
deal of Obſcenity in Geſtures and Words. 
By theſe the Levity and Profaneneſs of 
our Age has been promoted. All Sin 
is in our Play-Houſes excus'd or pallia- 
ted, and Vertue either obſcur'd or miſ- 
repreſented. As to the Tragedies, they 
appropriate all Succeſs either to Fate or 
Vice. There Go p is often affronted 
by aſcribing his Incommunicable Pro- 
perties of Omnipreſency, or Omniſcien- 
cy, to Heathen Deities. There are no 
Plays Acted in England without ſome of 
theſe before-mention'd Sins intermix d 
with them; and therefore muſt needs 
be highly provoking to Go p, and in- 
jurious to the Morals of any that fre- 
quent them: And to delight to be where 
the Name and Perfections of Go p are 
Tube"; e Bla ſphem q, 
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Blaſphem'd, or lightly mention'd, is Sz g. 
ot conſiſtent with true Love to GD. V. 


REMEMBER that Petition in the 
Lok D's Prayer, That you may not 
be led into Temptation. 'This certain- 
ly obliges you to take heed that you 
keep yourſelf out of the Place or Way, 
where there is ſo much of Sin. Our 1Per.i.6. 
Path indeed through this World is 
ſtrew'd with various Temptations ; but 
thoſe we meet with in the Places and 
Stations, which Divine Providence hath 
calPd us to, or fix'd us in, we may by 
looking to Go p, expect proportionable Chap. „. 
Grace againſt them, and ſtrength to 6th to the 
reſiſt thoſe Evils which otherwiſe mihigt 
enſnare us. But when we go out of 
Go p's way, we mult expect x Curſe, 
not his Protection and Bleſſing, | 


For Lo w then the directions of his 2 
Word, and the dictates of his Spirit, 3. * 
and your own Conſcience, and not the 
Uſages and Cuſtoms of ſuch as are pro- 
feſſedly Chriſtians, but have no regard 
by a circumſpect Carriage, to anſwer ph. v. 1g. 
what that Sacred Name imports. Study 1 Per. il 
the holy Life of the Bleſſed JES u S. 49 116 
He freely convers'd with all forts, but — 
it was to Convert and make them Holy. 

1 8 His 
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Sec Tr. His Humility, Meeknefs, and Purity 

V. were viſible in every Place and Com. 

WY> pany, fo that his Converſation (as well 

as his Doctrine) was remote from, and 

oppolite to what is now reckon'd moſt 

_ and faſhionable among us, which 

Has often made me bleſs Go p for my 

Bible, for that gives the perfe& Idea of 

Go o and His Will; alfo the holy Ex. 

amples of Jesus CHRIST and Hi 

Followers: Had it not been for theſe, 

how liable ſhould we have been to De- 

luſions and Corruption from the Opi- 

nions and Practices of many who profeſs 

Religion and Vertue, and a mighty 

Zeal for the Pomp and Mode of exter- 

nal Worſhip. Take your Rule and Eſti- 

mates then, from this bleſſed Book. 

Moderate your Affections to all Things 

— un here below, that you may be free with 

7 Vigour and Conſtancy, to purſue after 
Heaven and the Enjoyments above. 


IV. BE cautious how you imbibe, or 
entertain Prejudices againſt any part of 
Chriſtianity, or Party of ſuch as profeſs 

it. To prevent theſe, — 5 


Loo x (Firſt) with Seriouſneſs upon 
the whole Scheme of Religion as Scrip- 
ture exhibits it. And thus youll _ 

„ oh 


— 
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ſo excellent, that the worſt of Men in Sr er- 
all Ages at one Time or other, have ap- V. 
plaudedir, as every way ſuiting a wife. 
juſt, holy, and good Goo, to reveal 

and enact; and becoming Rational de- 
pendent Beings to receive and obey. 


As to particular Societies proving 
Chriſtianity, Alas! There will be dif- 
ferent Sentiments about the Circum- 
ſtantials, and Modes of Worſhip. You 
muſt judge of Perſons as they hold and Eph. iv, 
live up to the Fundamentals of Faith 
and Worſhip; and they are the Actions 
of Men according as they agree to, or 
are diſſonant from theſe, which muſt go- 
vern us in our judging of them. Fur- 
ther, Let not the failings of a particular 
Perſon extort from you a Cenſure of the 
whole Party: Rather uſe the Faults of 
others to Correct your own ; to keep 
you watchful, dependent and humble, 
ſeeking Divine Supplies to make you 
fincere, uniform, and entire in your 
Belief and Practiſe of Chriſtianity. The 
beſt Antidote I know of to prevent un- 
charitable or raſh Cenſuring of others, 
is to feel the Power, and taſte the 
Sweetneſs of real Religion, and then 
nice Diſtinctions and little Differences 
about minute Circumſtantials, will be 

: thrown 
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SE cr. thrownafide. And where I find Per. 
V. ſons violent and rapid in their Anger 
Wand Zeal for thoſe Things which in the 
| PU Ages of the World good Men 
have differ'd about; there I conclude it 
owing to the Ignorance of themſelves, 
and the want of a true Senſe of their own 
Sins and Neceſſities. - For where any 
know their own Hearts, they ſee that 
Pollution and Weakneſs, which needs 
both Forgiveneſs and Relief from Go p: 
And ſuch will be inclinable to afford it 

to others. | 


Tit. ii., V, AN p Laſtly, Take heed of cheriſh- 
5 +5)» ing the leaſt degrees of Unbelief or Im- 

| penitency. Theſe Sins lurk , in the beſt, 
and are their daily Burthen, and what 

they pray and ſtrive 2 The Goſ- 

pel Covenant is ſo fram'd and ſett''d, 

that nothing but Unbelief and Impenis 

tency can obſtruct our Reconciliation 

with Gop, and the flawings forth of 

his Gx Act upon our Souls. Be ſure 

then not to ſtifle Convictions, or palliate 

the Guilt of your Sins, but bewail them 

and flee to CHRIS I for the Applicati- 

on of his atoning, cleanſing Blood, as 

did the poor Leper, who cry'd, Lord if 

' Mat. vii. thou wilt, thou canſt make me clean. Do 
r peu On, end Ft me tell pow ity 
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Faith in CukISsT's Power, acompany'd Sect.” 
| with a Senſe of Sin, Want and 9 3 
| tency, is to be encourag'd by us; be 
cauſe it was approv'd and regarded by 
our compa ſſionate Saviour. In ſhorr, Verſe 3. 
dread to continue impenitent, and ne- | 
ver preſume upon Mercy, without a 
hearty deep Sorrow. for, and Hatred of 
all Sin, but eſpecially. that which you 
have loved moſt. And then with Haſte 
flee to Te $ us as your City of Refuge. Heb. vi. 
Through Him take hold of that Bleſſedꝰ 
Covenant which that Sixth Chapter of 
the Hebjews mentions as unchangeable 
and ſure : It is there you will find Eaſe 
and Happineſs and no where elſe. So 
that it is very material for you, from the 
. conſideration of all that has been laid 
before you, to inſpe& your Hope, of 
what Nature it is, and Kom whence it 
ſprings, where it centers, and how it 
operates upon you: For if it is rightly Rom v. 
fd on Gop thre CHRIS T accor- 1, 2,3. 
ding to the Tenor of the New Cove- ff 
nant, you are then in an happy Caſe. 17, 18, 1h, 
But if your Hopes are of the contrary pg . 
Alloy and Make, being fix'd in and for 16. 
your ſelf, and for the Grandeur and 
Kiches of this World, you are miſerable; 0 vit 
becauſe your Hopes in ſuch periſhable 13. 


, Prov. x. 
things, — 9 


XXII. 33. 
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; SE EF» things will leave you deſtitute and a 
| | ſham? 2 8 1 


__ AND. therefore. (my Dear Child) 
| . - Quare ſedately whither you are going, 
and what you have been doing; ſing: 
| ou came into the World: How you 
| have ſpent ſo much Time, and for whom 
ou have employed ſo many Talents. 
hat have you done with all your Re. 
cCceipts and Mercies that Go p hath be. 
. ſtowid upon you? What have your no- 
ble Faculties of Underſtanding, Will and 
| 


Affections been converſant about? Have 
u been getting a Treaſure of Divine 
ruths? Have you, purſuant to the Of. 
fers of Grace, comply d with GO p? and 
embrac'd a Saviour? Or have yu 


ſlighted that Favour by refuſing the 
Terms on which it is offer'd? Levin 
what are your preſent Reſolves? Whaſe 
do you delign and deſire to be? Pray 
conſider G o p's Right and your. Obl- 
gation, and weigh the Nature and Ten- 
dency of both. Conſult Reaſon, Expe- 
rience, and the Word of Go p, and con- 
ſider the Import and Connection of Like 
and Good, Death and Evil, and that one 
of theſe muſt eternally be your Lot. 


On! 
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| S ROH. 


On! ſet your ſelf without delay to V. 


ſeek GO Db. Let nothing either divert wANPRS, 


or diſhearten you; But reſolve in Con- 
fidence of G o p's Power, Vemcity and 
Goodneſs, to caſt your ſolf and All at his 

Foot, relying on his free Mercy offer d 

in the Goſpel to Sinners, who feel the 
Burden of Sin, and are ſollicitous to * 
eas'd of it, and freed Tan and ; 

may run the Paths of 'G 6. p's Command- 

ments, and be purify'd from Sin, as well Pf li. :, 
as Skreen?d from deſerved Wrath. Oh —— . 
may theſe be the Breathings of your 
Soul after Go Þ in the Uſe of his Ap- 
pointments, and through the Merits 


and Interceſſion of Jes us CNHRISNT 


you may be ſucceeded and bleſſed. And 
then how n be to ferve 
GO, and benefit thoſe you are related 
to! For your Counſel and Example will 
influence your younger Siſters, and Gop 
may honour you as an Inſtrument to 
bring them to Heaven: For doubtleſs, 
their Eyes are upon you, as being the 
Eldeſt. If they ſee you- pious, and care- 
ful to redeem Time for God and your 
Soul; and that you choeſe good Com- 
pany, and ſhun the Vanities of the 
World; they alſo will be influenced to 
do fo too. And how might you —_— 
an 
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excite them to Holineſs and Vertue! But 


on the contrary,” if you neglect Religi. 
on, preferring a gay Dreſs, or idle un- 
profitable Expence of Time, before Spi- 


ritual and Eternal good things; then 


they probably will be infected and tin- 
Qur'd with your fooliſh Example, and 


this will enhance both your Guilt and 
_ Puniſhment. Therefore for their ſakes, 


as well as your own, conſider and be 


wWiſe. And thus I have endeavour'd 


I. To open the Nature and Impor- 


tance of your Baptiſmal Covenant. 

II. Given Motives to enforce 2 

ſpeedy Renewal. 104, een 
III. AN s wE RD ſome grand Obje- 


ctions that are uſually caſt in our way 
to obſtruct or hinder us. 48 


TV. Have added ſome Directions and 


Counſels. And, 


V. Grven ſome Cautions, as to what 


you muſt avoid, left otherwiſe Go 


ſhould be ' provoked to with-hold his 
Grace, or take his Spirit (even in the 
common Influences) away from * 


Fx 


* PF, . 
— — — 
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ſo as that you iliould be hardned and de- S Er. 
liver'd; up to your own Hearts Luſts. . 
I SHALL come now to a Concluſi- 
on: And I ſolemmnly proſeß, that to ſee 
you ſeriouſly aiming, at & o D and Hea- 
ven, will create in me a thouſand fold 
more Joy, than if n higheſt, 
moſt flouriſhiog Eſtate in this World : 
For I never. pray'd that you might be 
rich, beautiful. or advanc'd above others: 

But that you, might reſemble Goo, ſerve 

and pleaſe him in this Life, and be ad- 
mitted. to dwell with him in the Hea- 
venly Glory. I know what an Abun- 
dance of the Enjoyments here below. is, 

and how dangerous a ſtate outward 
Proſperity is; How apt .we are to for- 
get, that we Ne on Earth, Prov. xxx. 
and haſtning to another World: And N 
therefore my Requeſt to G o p is, that 9. 1% 
you may deſpiſe, rather than abqund in {7 * 
Vorldly Greatneſs. Oh! with what Sa- Pl. xxxix. 
tisaction Thould I leave | 


1 


leave you, in this 
World, if in Covenant with Gop. Then 


. 
- 


ou can _neyer., want Counſel or Com- 
ore. pry eee you may 
be caſt. I have ound Go p faithful and 
eus all Caſes pg States that ever 
was in: And that I might commit you 
to Goo, as your G o b, When I am 
(} TY JI $0 4 ! I. Ld 38 4 | . 4 
| 121 launching 
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V. wov'd afford an inexpreſfible Joy to 

me : as I ſhould then die in hope that 

all my Prayers for you will be anfwer'd 

And that ina ſhort ſpace of Time, you 

and 1 ſhall meet, and ſpend an endleſs 

Life, in Bliſs and Glory, where there are 

| Pal, xvi. Pleafures for evermore. But on the 
19, other Hand, if you lead a vain and car 

leſs Life, (tho' it may be free from, grok 

wickedneſs) I fhould have many con- 


cern'd, Thoughts at parting, for fear 1 
ſhould find you at the 1 hand of 
ite we RI 7 e 
41. 


* 


Axpo I muſt tell you, if the Enemies 
of your Soul can aflure you to chooſe 
Earth as your Portion now in your 

younger Days, and fo prevent a, due re- 
1 gard to Gn, or a holy Life, they wil 
1 | feckon themſelves fure of you for ever. 
For that crafty Spirit {the Devil) knows 
that ſuch young ones as have by their 


| Parents been pioufly Educated, if t 
can be perſuaded to renounce the Tes 


| Which they have lid them under, to- 
| gether with theit 77 Vow, 18 

have cut off the entail o 
loſt the influence of the former, and fo 
BY, provoke Gos to deal more KI 
With them than the reſt of the World, 
. = I. - RR 


* 1 
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of rhe latter, and 


: 
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becauſe ' of their -maltiply'd Contempts 8 8 e 7. 
of Go o and his gracious Couenant. . 
The Scripture gives you a. dreadful En- 
ample of this in Eis, who deſpis d his Gen. xxy. 
Birth-right, and could never obtain i. 1 


Awo ſhould you after all the Obli- 
gations laid upon you, and Inſtructions, 
and Encourdgements from a good Go 8, 
and Us your tender Parents, fall into 
Eſau's Sin, (chat is) reject a holy Life, 
and cleave to the Earth, tho you were 
ſure to looſe Heaven; Tou muſt in ſuch 
Caſe expect greater Troubles and Mi- 
ſeries both in this and the orhet Lite, 


than others who never had thoſe Ad- 
nay or Opportunities as you have 


. 
\ 


| BEST DES, its very frequent that 
Loung Perſons Who break all Bands of 


Duty and Gratitude to Go p and their 


Parents, are more remarkably left of 


Goo, have their Hearts more Harden d, 
become more incorrigible, and their 


Day of Grace ſooner terminates, than it 
does in the Caſe of others: The Spirit 
of Gos ceaſes or withdraws his:cam- 
mon Aſſiſtances or Influences from ſuch, 

L 2 Which 


„ 


7 4 3 4016 DAUGHTER | | 


"$1 PCT. which if they had been cheriſhed ant 
V. rightly us'd, had been a favourable Op- 
5 nity for the obtaining that med 
. Uri which I have before: ſpolen of 
3 Cor. vi. It is term'd the accepted Time and Pay 
4. of Salvation; ſo that its of woſul Conſe- 
uence for a Sinner to \ {li R theſe 'Mo- 
tions of the Holy Spirit, as you may ſee 
-F#b, vi. 3, 5, 6, % 8. Muy fhotthis' paſ- 
ſage mean, that the Difficulty is 4 
great, to bring ſuch Wretehes to . 
that their Repentatice- is even to be 
deſpair'd of; that is, becauſe it is very 
rare that ſuch do Repent or return to 
op, but on the contrary, they ſor the 
-generality fall a Prey to the Devil, and 
are deliver'd over to eee Iniquit 
| nnn, 7 ECi9130-TERAT * 
v 2 nuaic 10 811 
8 0 that as I ſaid Tt the Devil 
has Reaſon to expect, that ſuch. as have 
hal a Religious Educationg and; Were 
under an early Dedication to Goh, 
if they renoumce both theſe, and Sacti- 
ice tlie firſt of their Time and Strengt 
to the Devil, the World and: Sin, 
ſhould be left to them ſelves —_ 
ſure up Sin and Wrath; till the wha. 
:ance of G o do eee. 
them renn 5 0 
190! Mot zonsti Ro] io enk Hi 4 nor! 
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Bur hope better Things oſ thee ; x Vo - 
and that you will remember your Fac. 
Creator in theſe your early Days, and. 

improve thoſe Accompliſhments Which 
Go has lberally bellow'd upon u: 
That endeavouring to | obey "> 


GO 2 from g | 5 
a principle of Love and Delight in 2 

Heart, you may eſcape his moſt terri- 

ble and eternal Wrath and Vengeance 

eb bog oed 1 Ju 
- I Cranidee ou therefore ſolemnly in 
the preſence of Go m, as you will anſwer; 
it at his: glbrious Tribunal another — 


(here in a little Time Pane [ muſt 


appear) that you don't, {lighitly: read 
over. theſe my Admonitions, but pone, 


der thema ſeriouſſy, and apply them as 


your Caſe requires. And after all, pour 
out your! earneſt Prayers to G e p, that 
the Grace of His Covenant may be im- 
parted to you; Plead His Grant to your 
Parents, allowing them to enter 2 
Name, in order to your being a Diſciple Math. - 
and Servant of IESuS CHRIST, ac- xxviii. 

cording to the Tenour a the d e 


new Covenant. | 351 


AGAIN, it may Encourage you, 
and be a Plea or Argument, to put. 
Goon mind of that Fayour he has 


3 3 vouth- 
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Sgr. vouchſaf'd to your Parents for many 
* Generations: For ſuch is the Grace of 
the Covenant ag to entail many -Blef- 
ſings on the Poſterity or Seed of. the 

Deut-xxx. Righteous; and if you do not wilſull 
| Pc Ari. Make a Forfeiture, — may have = 
Good and many Bleſſings upon their Ac- 

count, and for their Sa | 


I Qux5sT10% not but your piouz 
Grand- mother, both living and dying, 
ſent up earneſt Prayers to Heaven Go 
you. And in her you ſaw the Power of 
a Divine Faith, which carryed her com- 
fortably through Variety of Pains whilſt 

ſhe lived, and ſweetned her Paſfage 

through the dark Valley of Death. And 
may you never forget, and fo loſe the 

t of her Example and Counſels, 

that ſa ſhe may never riſe. up in Judg- 
ment againſt you: For fo it will be, that 
all the Calls and Offers of Grace which 
God has made, together with the Ad- 
vices and Expoftulations of Friends, will 
be as fo many Teftimonies to prove your 
Obſtinacy at the Great Day, ſhould you 
live and dye impenitent. . 


Ax b as for me: The Counſels I have 
always given you, are what his Word 
requires and authorizes, and W 
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I ſhall be acquitted of your Blood. It SR r. 


will lye upon your own Head. Nay, I V. 


ſhall come in and accuſe and teſtify a- 


gainſt you at the Bar of Goo, viz. That 


after my utmoſt Care and Diligence I 


could not prevail with you to devote 
your ſelf to Go p, but you volunta- 


rily and reſolutely choſe to follow Sin 


and the World; So that I my ſelf 
ſhall approve. (as juſt and righteous) 
the Sentence of GOD which will be 


paſt upon you. Bear with me; for if Matt 
the Love of Jesus CHRIST will not 


conſtrain, it may be the Terrors of the 


Lo xD may perſwade. And now that 


the Go p of all Grace would give you 


Underſtanding to know your Duty, and 


a Will to comply with it, that you may 
dedicate your ſelf entirely to Go D as 
our Lord to be 
enjoy'd to all Eternity, is the ſincere 
Prayer . ras hen 


Tour Aﬀectionate. 
L 4 IHE 


d, and Portion 


< 


Cor. y. 
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- IND in Jeſus. Chziſt his onl 
Son our Lozd, Who was Conceive! 
by the Holy Ghoſt, Bozn'of the Uir⸗ 
gin Mary, Duffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was cruciſied, dead and bu⸗ 
tied, De delcended into Yell, The 
third Day he roſe again from t 
Dead, He alcended into Yeaven, An 
2 ſitteth on the right Hand of God the 
Ks Father Ainnghty; From thence he 
: ſhail come to judge the Quick and 


* 


the Dead, | 
J Be- 
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J Believe in the Yoly Ghoſt; The 


poly Catholick Church; The Com 


munion of Saints; The Forgive- 
cſs of Sins; The Reſurrection of 
the Body, And the Life Everiaſt- 
ing, Imen, 1 r 


A8 this contains the Articles of 
Faith, I preſume not to ex- 
plain, but make ſome plain Reflections 


upon it. Its a Form of ſound Words, Rom. vi, 


and frequently rehears'd in our Pub- 
lick Aſſemblies of Worſhip. It is fad 
it has no better Effect in this Chriſti- 
an Proteſtant Nation, to reform and 


19. 7 1 
1 Tim vi. 


3. 


. unite. May it not too juſtly be fear'd 


the Generality either don't underſtand 


or belieye what it contains, tho? it is 


4 


ſuted to the meaneſt Capacities; and 


is ſtiled the Apoſtles Creed, as being 
a Summary of their Doctrines. Had it 
been their own Compoſure its proba- 
ble their Writings had mention'd it. 


However, it was of early and excellent | 
Uſe. And that Emphatical Sentence 
believe, is very Awful: For Faith is a a 


Perſonal Act; and here it implies a ſin- 
cere Perſwaſion that theſe Principles — 
bet cord 


„n 


— — 
— — — 2 — — yeagedl — TH — 
cord with the Declarations G o ö has 


Axricr L 


1 "= "BE in Go op the | Father Almighy, 
Maker of Heaven and Earth, 


Wee tne tie of Goo nite de 


F nir 1. dation of all Religion; and is evidenc'd 


"0-** by the Creation, the orderly Govern- 
ment of the World, the Dictates of Na. 
ture, Reaſon, Conſcience, and the uni- 
verfal Conſent of all Nations in eve 

Ex. iii.14, Age. And alſo that this firſt Cauſe mul 

needs be Supreme Lo x Þ of all Beings, 
and the only fit Object of Love, Wor- 
{hip and Truſt, is taught us by natural 
Light: But much plainer and brighter 
are the Diſcoveries of Go p and his 
„ Will by Divine Ręvelation contain'd in 
iv. the Holy Scriptares, Theſe inform, That 

13 the Great Go n is one Spiritual, Self- 

b. iv. exiſtent, Infinite, Eternal, Unchange- 

able, Glorious Being: And that Wik 
. | dn. 


e YT ww VWs "TT & . en. ST 


. 


dom, Power, Holineſs, Juſtice, Good- 


neſs and Truth, are his Eſſential Perſe- 


ctions, in the higheſt Senſe and Degrees: 
Not as Qualities in him, tho? ſo ſtiled in 
us; but they belong inſeparably to his 


——— ü — — — — — — 
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As to the Bleſſed TRI NI T v in the * 
Godhead, his Word (who only knows zzviii. 


his own Nature). directs us. to belieye 


it; and as that goes before us, does 


it become us to conceive and expreſs it ? 
In 1 John v. 7. Its ſaid there are three that 
bear record in Heaven, the Father, the Word 


and the Spirit, and theſe Three are One. And 


in Matt. 28. it is commanded that the 


initiating Sign into the Chriſtian Church 


be in the Name of the Father, Son and 


' Holy Ghoſt. And the Deſcent of the 


Holy Ghoſt in the Form of a Dove upon 
our Saviour at his Baptiſm, together 


with a Voice out of Heaven from the Matth. itt 
Father, This is my beloved Son, is, to a 16, 17. \ 


humble Chriſtian, ſufficient Proof of a 


TxiniTyY: Which confeſſedly is a- 


bove our Reaſon, therefore is propounded 
relatively to our Faith; Go p having 
given ſufficient Evidence for what we 
are to believe and practiſe, tho? not to 


gratify a vain Curioſity. Diſmiſs we 


then our nice Diſtinctions and Scruples, 


be to a Dial G HT ER 


3 «pw anch let us reſt in Divine. Revelation, 
wich is the nene, for: Belief of 
What e N hd aa g ow: 
a [17 bl; on amd ni I 0) aca 
_ * N. Tal- Almigbei is hete firſt men 
tion'd : A Preheminence due to that Or- 
der and Relation. And the Agency. of 

of ines Son and Splrit töwärds Män- 
«f»-:kind h Wonenteſde fn K pont, in o- 
— cſtinct in Opbration. Ihe Fa- 
ther is {aidirotrears Hxaven 2nd Barth, 
and ſo to preſtrve che Word; the Son 
ro redeem it; the Healy Gbit to ſancti. 
iy; -dire& and icοmbort. To all theſe 
Acts Omuipotency is neceſſary, and is 

1 Perſectioſ rx rue to the Dun 
II 8151349 $11 

As to che Word? (Is Gia, 9 — 
to believe in Him mat inſure ſuch Ho- 
mage and Subjection from us) ass due 
to one who made the Heavens And the 
Flarth out of Nothing by the Word of 
huis Power; and did we really helieve 
it, our Faith would be ber the 
following Articles. | 19951 
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ment of this Madertakipg, I x 
CHRIST diſcharged- the Offio 
Ferhat, 4 Prieſt and a King. 


II. A 8 2. prieſt 15 he ae boch x iv. 
N 0% But ett | 
as an atoning Sacrifi e 
LB YI „ e 3212 Si Heb. 7.26. 
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An in ET Chr le, oyly. er gur Lord. 


Tux Name Jew as is declar'd Mgt. Luk-i.314 
i 2x2 fignifh es a SAV OBR, from the de, 
Bund Filth and Dominion of our Sins, Bent. is; 
„ Hei HII 100 25-0975 Gab. 26. 
ra 00 Cuxtisrit intends the Me I 
one conſegrased a and. appointed to 


Mediator to reconeile Go p to 11 — 
Man do Goh And, for the;Accompliſh- .. . . .. 


40) 1850 . 18 | 
1. 452 Pu oen kr, to teach the Will TIP 


Com himſelf dwelt among us, and con- wü. 19, | 
vers'd! with us; conſtituted a ſtanding 20. 
Miniſtry; afforded his Spirit to aſſiſt his 
Miniſtrations as an out ward means, and i; 

his ſpecial Operations as an inward, — * aol 


on the Hearts and Minds of Men, to 
make the Word the Power — GOD to 
the daesdon of eise 50 21011 
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WHERE note, Its the Apen 
of God, and the voluntary Performance 
of CHRIS r, that render'd it 
atory and meritorious of Pardon and Fa. 
Vvour from a H Gos to us ſinful Crea. 
tures. And he having put away din by 
1 7 the ſhedding of his „is enter'd in. 
to Heaven as our High Prieſt, to inter- 

| creed in the Vertue of it for Covenant. 
Merey upon Covenant Term. 


Heb. x. 12, As 4 King ; he reſtrains and ſubduts 
23-14, our rebellious Powers to himſelf, and by 


16, an Influence agreeable to our natural 


Faculties, us to a Choice and De- 
light to do an ſuffer for him; and will 
at laſt conquer his and our Enemies. 
Thus Executing theſe Offices, he 


Revolted Man to Go d. And hisAbi- 
 1lity fully to anſwer them is evident; be- 
* 1 Gi cauſe he is God's only Son in a manner 
John i l. ſo Glorious, as excludes all others from 
Ads x.30. that kind of Sonſhip. | 


L 


His Conception, Reſurrection; tis 
Lordſhip and Dominion ſpeak him ſo in 
one ende; but the Titles, Attributes, 
Names and Works, appropriated to Him 
in the Sacred Volumes, declare a Digni- 


ty 1 Magnificenee beyond the oo 
0 
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of 2 meet Creature : And moſt of a 

when he is called the Only Begotten Son; Heb. 1.56 
which denotes a Sameneſs of Nature and John i. 1, 
Oneneſs of Eſſence, as himſelf affirms, * 3 
that He and his Father are One, 


Axp for Confirmation, He mentions 
his Reſurrection as the moft pungent 
proof that Ll was the Son of G o dz con- 
5 uently the true Meſſiah, as was o. 


old Prop! of *d, Heb. i. 2, 2. The refs &, 5 


image ( Igency) of his Father's | 
Glory Fs Ne 0 Wonder dots 1 0 A ts as Col.ui.r7 
well 10 Man, are . bien 
Divine Worfhip ; and Hier that N 

lous Go nz ch teal 
give his Glory to-anoth N woo Praiſe 
to Graven Images, has enjoin'd us ex- 


reſly that we Honour the 8 oN as we 
ur, the FAT HER. 


77 


Lasts 2, Its rethirkable ot" our 
SAviouR, whieh } in the World, on fit 
occaſions, manifeſted, Bet his Miracles, 


e and his Refati | 
1 000 0 ae So. above. % Jok.vi.64. | 


ways ſhew'd he was Omnipa- & vin . 

- , te and Omnipteſent; Drs 
© and that while he was on Earth there vpon.che 

« was ſotnewhat Thnvifible in Him, chen 555 
actually in Heaven; and by Union to 


that 


_. 4 


$%* 7 
WC ads. 


2 Advice to” ro 4 RUHE 


PF | 


, #* thay, he Tad, to deſcend from He 


8 40 
670 


1 Cor. v 
19. 20. 


« ven: And his Aſcent thither was but 


de 4. Tranſlation of the Humane viſible 


4 gar pd; 15 before... 1 this 
re & is verify'd 15: Sa in ore 
Abraham was 7 1 1 A 811 . 


I "they, this 90 of Golf iS our 
Lord: And beſides his natural Sovereign. 
. ty and abſolute Right as God, this in- 
tends that delegated to and veſted in 


Tit. ii-r4. him as Mediator, to carry on his Media- 


1.4 'F 


. torial Kingdom. in, the World, Purſu- 


ant to this, he hg ated the Old, and 


erected © onſtitution in his 
Church, 75 oth it's now goyefÞ'd in 
its Militant, till h 0 th e Trium: 
5 State i 1 * 292612 . 


Tuus inch in in TOR br cl thi js Com. 
prehenſive Article, which, if Well un. 
Far muſt invigorate gur 0 0 and 

ope in one ſo. nearly a Go 0, 
and concerned for us. he Authority 
of our Religion, the Efficacy of our Re- 
demption, Aa by Sede happy 
8 depends upon this Trut 1, T hat 

os only. Son by Nature, 4s our, Me: zator 
90 Office: And as ſuch we are "oblig'd to to 


2 | own, accept and cb e Him, ory. ® 
97 ho: J 4d ng CO ITERLL A! a d l 
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Ghoſt, 


Tuars reſpects the Humane Nature Luke. 35. 
of our LORD IESsuSs Cur1sT. And John ius. 
by comparing the Prediction in the 


4oth Pſalm, with Heb. x. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. we 


ſee the Reaſon and Neceſſity of His In- Iſa. vii. 14. 


carnation. Therefore that Inviſible 
Power of the Horry GHOST (which 
made the World) form'd the Humane 
Nature of CHRIS x in the Womb of 


the Virgin; which in due Time, and . 
in a Natural Way was Born : Then he 


* 
6.4 


-ALgT1CER: II, 


; 4 5114 enn 
Who was conceived by the Power of the Holy 


grew in Stature and Wiſdom; and Gal.iv. 4, 


had Paſſions and Infirmities like to us, 


yet without Sin. This Aſſumption. of 
our Nature into Union with-his Dwine, 


without Conſuſion or  Tranſmuration, 


each Nature diſtinct, both making one 
Perſon and Office of Mediator, is what 
we adore, but can't comprehend. By 
this that Comprehenſive and early Pro- 
miſe is ſulfilbd, Gen. 3. That the Seed of 


the Woman ſhall break the Serpent's Head 5 


as alſo Ja, ix, 6, 7. Thus did our Loxy 
JEsus become Man; which veil'd, but 
did not diveſt him of his Divinity. Gop 

B _ 


r 
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manifeſted in the Fleſh, is a Myſt 7 

cavilPd at by thoſe who make their fi- 

nite, corrupted, ſhallow CO 
n 


the only Standard of Divine Truths, a 
Meaſure of the infinitely Glorious G o p- 


HEAD; ſcorning the Perſon, and de- 


ſpiſing the Grace of the Redeetner, be- 
cauſe he ſtoop'd fo low, and fuffer'd 0 


Heb. ii. 9. 
xii. 2. 


Iſa. lv. 
ix 55 


Mat. xxvi. 


13, 39. 


much to ſave a loſt World. 


AR TIC IE IV. 


He ſuffered under Pontius Pilate, was Cru: 
j jſed, Dead and Buried. 


Our Bleſſed Lox p from his Birth had 
complicated Sorrows; was mean and 
poor in Condition; deſpis'd, reproach d 
and per ſecuted by Men; and ſorely tem- 
pted by Satan; but the concluding part 
of his Life was the darkeſt Scene of all: 
For then a Holy Go p, even his Father, 
wounded, bruis'd and put him to Griel; 
making his Soul an Offering for our Sins; 
which produc'd an Agony, with Effects 
contrary to the ordinary Courſe of Na- 


ture; he Sweat clotted Blood falling 


down to the Ground. And if it be con- 
fider'd, this Chaſtiſement was for our 
Tranſgreſſions, and the Procurement of 
Salvation for a loſt World, it's no 


An | | - .-1.," 
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Wonder his Soul was exceeding ſorrow- 

ful, even unto Death ; and that when. 

he was wadi through the Torrent of 

that Wrath of Goo which we had 
deſery'd, he was ſore amaz'd and ve: 
ry heavy: But in this dreadful Conflict Mar. Ai. 
he thrice was proſtrate upon his Face, 

and pray'd; in which he expreſs'd a 


Le 


Natural Fear and Filial Submiſſion. 


Whence we learn that Self. Preſervation 

is inſeparably a Principle of Nature, to 

be regulated by Reaſon and Religion: 

As alſo that we never make light of any phii. ii. 3; 
Sin, or grudge to undergo, do, or ſuf. 6, 2 . 
fer for him, who pour'd out his Soul 

unto Death for us. | i 


As to the other Tragical part of cut 
Sav1ou x's Sufferings, they are recor- 
ded in the New Teſtament, which ex- 
actly correſponds with the Predictions in 
the Old; eſpecially in the 534 of 1/ardh; 
his Trial, his Judge, the 


Evidence, the Accuſation, the Sentence; 
and the Execution, has very remarka- 
ble affecting Circumſtances: 7 


Ar the Firſt, one Diſciple bettay*d; 
another that then would have defended, 
afterwards thrice deny'd him, and a 
forſook him. 1 


o 
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Fa Second was manag'd with all 
the Partiality, Corruption, Falſity and 
Cruelty poſſible : And as a Seditious 
Deut. xxi- Bla ſphemer and Impoſtor was he con- 
G ii, demn'd (by Pontius Pilate aſter he had 
13. thrice pronounc'd him innocent) to be 
Crucify'd ; a Death the moſt ignomini- 
ous, as well as lingring and painful, 
And the Chief Prieſts, Elders, and the 
Rabble, they headed, ſtrip'd and ſcourg'd, 
buffetted and ſpit upon him; cloatiyd, 
crown'd, and then inſulted him as a 
Mock King; . crucify'd him between 
two Malefactors, that he might appear 
the moſt notorious; his Hands and Feet, 
thoſe nervous and tender Parts, were 
nail'd to the Croſs, and when rear'd 
upright bore the Weight of his Body. 


IX ſhort, Our Deareſt Saviour 
ſuffer'd in effect whatever was torment- 
ing and grievous to Soul and Body at 
one and the ſame time, in ſuch degrees 
as Infinite Wiſdom ſaw fit and conſiſtent 
with the Dignity of his Perſon: And 
Mat.xxvi. for that Cry, My God, My God, why haſt 
thou forſaken me, who can fully conceive 
it! But thus far its generally allowed, 
that he that ſuffered a terrible Eclipſe of 
the Divine Favour ; ſuch a 'Gloom 12 
1 10 Dark- 


E. 

Darkneſs was upon him, as almoſt over-' 5 
whelm'd his Humane Soul: Yet was his 

Union to the Go DHEA D entire. In- Pf. xI. 2. 
deed this Dereliction was but ſhort ; for Luk axili. 
having prayed for his Enemies, conſign'd 34; _ 
his Mother to the Care of a Beloved John nix 

Diſciple, and declar'd it was finiſh'd, zzviii. 3o. 
and faid, Father, into thy Hands I commit — 

mn Spirit, bowing himſelf, he gave up 


* 
1 


the Ghoſt. 5 | # 
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Do not theſe unparallell'd Sufferings 
of the only Begotten Son of Go bp, ſhew 
the great Evil in Sin, the Value of Souls, 
the Love of Jzsus! A ſhining Inſtance 
of this he gave upon the Croſs to the 
penitent Thief: As a Prince giving him Luk xxiii 
Repentance, as a Saviour Remiſſion of +* 43: 
Sin: Nay, a Grant to be that Day with 
himſelf in Paradiſe. Each of theſe are 
Acts of a Gop; and in a meer Creature, 
would have been Arrogance and Pre- 
ſumption. Das 


Ar rT ER the Death of tlie Lok D of 
Life, the Sun withdrew its Light, and 
Darkneſs overſpread the Earth; which 
was alfa convuls'd: The Graves open'd, 
and the Bodies of Saints aroſe and ap- 
pear'd unto many: The Veil of the Mat xxvi. 
Temple rent in Twain from Top to Bots Mark xvi. 
1 1:4; = EI tom 
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tom: But yet the harden'd Jews neither 


regarded what the Prophets of old fare. 
told, or what they had ſeen in the Birth, 


Life and Death of CHRIST, of the 


Accompliſhment which xeferr*d to the 


Meſſiah, and was anſwer'd ſully in the 
Lokxp IZsus CHRIST. Let ws 
learn then to improve divine Diſcoveries 
and Influences, leſt by a wilful Neglect, 


we provoke Gop to leave us to our 


own impenitent and hard Hearts; and to 


forſake us as he did them, 


Addsii. 31. 


Fux THER Note, That Pontius Pi. 
late was a Witneſs that our Lo xD was 
dead, by a Grant of his Body to Fofeph 


of Arimathea, who Bury'd Him; and a 


Watch ( at the Requeſt of the Chief 
Prieſts) was by Pontius Pilate appointed, 
(after a great Stone was rolled before 
the Door of the Sepulchre) for a Guard 
to g Body: The Stone being alſo 
Sealed. | 144 


"ARTICLE V. ＋ 4 EF 


He deſeended into Hell, the third Day ht 


 NziTHER Reaſon nor Scripture. give 
Foundation to believe a local Deſcent in- 


167 
Hh | cher I... 
to HELL, but into Hades, or the Grave. 
His Spirit went into the Receptacles for 
Glorify'd Spirits. And that Day he told 
the Penitent Thief he ſhou'd be with 
Him in Paradiſe, his Work, as he de- 
clar'd, was finiſh'd. And for that Con- 
jecture, of his going into the Place of 
the Dammd SpIR ITS to Triumph, we 
have no National or Scriptural ground 
for it; as we abundantly have tor the 3½ , xvi. 
Reſurrection and Glorious Aſcenſion of 2. & xvii. 
our Lo x p, and that on the Third Day 9 Xvi. 
by common Computation (His Soul and . 
Body being re- united) he aroſe from the 
Dead. I confeſs theſe Acts are of that 
Moment to prove the Reality of the 
Chriſtian Religion, that had not pro- 
portionable Atteſtations evidenc'd their 
Truth, it had long fince been bury'd 
in the Author's Grave: The Apoſtles 
Preaching and our Faith had been vain, cor. xy. 
and the Apoſtate World yet in Sin, and 
under the firſt Curſe, as having no Dif- 
covery of the Way of Salvation; 


Advice to a DAUGHTER» 


Bur this great Article is averr'd and Mat xxvi. 
recorded by the Four Evangeliſts, who Mark =vi. 
were converſant with Him, and Wit- Job may: 
neſſes of his Miracles, Doctrine, Death 
and Reſurrection: Alſo Angels, as they 
proclaim'd his Birth, attended his Re- 
W M4 ſurrection; 
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Advice to a DAUGHTER. 
ſurrection; and their ſhining Luſtre, and 
Rolling away the Stone from beſore the 
| | Sepulchre, together with the Earth ſha- 
1 king, made the Guard, appointed by the 
| Government, run with Terror away, to 
tell the Prieſts and Rulers of the Jews ; 
who by Bribery ſtifftd their Evidence, 
and oblig'd them to aſſert that Falſhood, 
that his Diſciples ſtole the Body away: 
But the Angels inform'd his Followers 
that came ſeeking him to the Sepulchre, 
that Jeſus, who was Crucify'd, was 
Riſen; and wou'd go, as he had told 
them, into Galilee, And Jeſus himſelf 
appear'd to ſeveral of them at laſt in 
Luk xxiv. Three ſolemn Aſſemblies: He eat, con- 
30, 4 vers'd with, and appeal'd to their Senſes, 

that he was not a Spirit, but that ſame 
Jeſus that was Crucity'd : And for T- 
mass Conviction, let his Fingers and 
Hands into the Holes the Nails and 
Spear had given: At which Thomas faid, 
My Lord and my God; For which Act of 

Worſhip, peculiar to Go p alone, our 
IJEsus did not rebuke, but approve 


— — 
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him. 


Cor. XV. A T laſt he was ſeen of above Five 
Hundred Perſons at once. This is a 
great Number: And let the Piety of 

their Lives, the Purity of their Do- 
/ * bir ; $9 Arine, 


475 16,7 58. 
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Aride; and their couragious patient- 
ſuffering Death, be ſufficient for the 
Credibility o their , Teſtimony, 


Ha p not the Matter of Fact — 


true, the Eaſineſs to the Government to 
confute, and the Neceſſity for ſo doing, 
may ſatisfy and confirm us: For, by the 
Preachin 0 the Apoſtles, that he whom 


the Prieſts, Elders A0 Governours had 
Crucify'd, was Riſen from the Dead, 


was anſwer'd what he fore-aſſgn'd to 
prove his being the Son of G o b, and 
conſequently” the Meſſiah. Nay, this 
Deify'd the Perſon they had us'd with 
that 7 nominy! But as they were har- 
gend by God; ſo by him the 

ples whe directed, animated and ſtreng- 
then'd, boldly to Profeſs and Preach 
Salvation by Jesus CnxrsT; whoſe 


poor Diſei- 


% => 


Reſurrection confirm'd them in the Be- | 


lief of his Divine Miſſion, the Truth of 


his Doctrines, and Efficacy of his Medi: Romviil, 


ation: And therefore as he abode Fort 
Days after his Reſurrection, to inſtru 
in the Management of theit Miniſtry; 


ſo to wait for the Promiſe of his Spirit, 


to qualify ſor their carrying on his King- 


dom in the World: And, as the next 


Article informs, 


ART 
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Fl, 52. 


ak. nir. the Right Hand of God the Father Al- 


Abs vis appearing to. St. Stephen, at his Martyr: 


Rev. 1. 


Ads ii. r, 


2737 4+ 


St John; all theſe atteſt our Loo 


Four Evangeliſts, - the 1. of Acts, and 


Hand; which, notes, That he ſhews 
himſelf in the Splendor of his Deity, -as 
| before his Aſſumption of Humane Na- 
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He aſcended up into Heaven, and fitteth at 


[4 ; 
1 gab * 
Ati et If 

3 %. # S< we a 


dence, as to the Reſurrection : Numbers 
of his Followers and Angels, beſides his 


dom, to Saul at his Converſion, and to 


Ius us is gone to Heaven: But the 

articulars af his Aſcenſion are in the 
1 Cor. xv. d, 8. The Angels Aſſertion 
of his Reception to Glory, was a Won- 
Ph aer om 5 un 
to the poor gazing Diſcipies: There our 
dear Redeemer ſits at his Father's Right 


ture. There he interceeds ſor Mercies; 
and as he punctually per ſorm'd his Pro- 
miſe, ſent the Ho LY Gros T on the 
Day of Pentecoſt on all the Diſciples, to 
qualify them for their Miniſtrations: 
o that diffuſive and abiding Gift of the 
Holy Spirit, to ſanctify and comfort his 
„ C 
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Church, is given to all that ſincerely Luke 
ask, ſeek, and above all value it; for by 

His ſpecial Influences we are Partakers 
of His Holineſs, which entitles to the 
purchas'd Benefits, and the Manſions 


prepar'd only by Him. JET 


R 


From thence he ſhall come to — both the * xvil, 


Quick and the Dead. | 31. 


Wu 2 x this adorable Mediator hath. 
collected his Church, and conquer'd his 
Enemies, He'll appear with a Glory be- 


coming an Incarnate G o p, and the Luke ix, 


only Son of ſuch a Father; with a vaſt 26. 
Retinue of Angels and Saints, as Wit- 

neſſes and Miniſters of his Juſtice, This 
indeed is a Work only fit for Him, who 

knows the Purity and Reach of his own 

Laws, and the Capacities of his Crea- 

tures to Obey them. He will open 

all the ſecret Springs of Action from 1 Theſſ. 


iv. 16. 


the Beginning of Time; which are at 48,2 
. p | * * . o a 42. 
once in the View of his Omniſciency as 2 Cor. v. 


Gop, and then as Man. He will be ge. T1 
viſible ta every Eye: All ſhall behold 14. 
his auguſt Majeſty, and different Aſpect 
upon the Righteous and the Wicked : 


The one ſhall have his Smiles, and _ 
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huis Refreſhing Voice ¶ Come [you Bleſſed ;] 
the other he will look upon with an Air 
of Diſdain and Anger, which will both 
terrify and confound at once. 2 Theſſ. i 
7, 8. and 2 Pet. iii. give an awful Ac- 
count of that great Audit-Day, at the 
Second coming of CHRIS r to judge 
the World: When all the ſcatter d Duſt 
of Adam's Race, by the ſame Almighty 
Word that calb'd them into Being, | ſhall 
Mat. xxv. be collected and brought together: 
| 3*,32- And when Souls and Bodies are re- uni- 
..- ted, every one ſhall appear beſore the 
1 John v. judgment-Seat of CHRIST, to give an 
| 
| 


| 2572650. Account what they have done in the 
l : Body, and to be ſentenc'd accor- 
10 > APIS" (19797 enen d VIE 
As for the Rule of Procedure, it will 
undoubtedly accord with the Declarati- 
ons given by Go p to Mankind, under 
the different Diſpenſations or Covenants, 
that of Works or that of Grace. To the 
firſt the whole World muſt plead Guilty; 
burt the latter intervening, the grand De- 
eciſion, as to the Chriſtian Part, will 
turn upon their Cordial ſincere Acce- 
pPtance, or impenitent Reſuſal. Then 
Practical Believers (as being upon the 
foot of that Gracious Covenant) will be 
own'd, approv'd and acquitted by their 
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Deareſt: Redeemer the Mediator of it; 


and by him pronounc'd, entitl'd to, and 
made meet ſor the Inheritance by him 
Purchas'd and Prepar'd ſor them: But 
the Wicked ſhall be Condemn'd, not on- 


ly for Breaking the Laws and Rules of 


Immutable Juſtice contain'd in the Ten 
Commandments; but alſo for Refuſing 
and Deſpiſing Goſpel Grace, contain'd 


in the Doctrine deliver'd by JI ESuus 


CuR Is T and his Apoſtles. 


Ax b now what Anxiety and Dread 
muſt neceſſarily ſeize them, to behold 


that JEsu s who ſhed his Blood, and 


urg'd their Acceptance of Him as a 
SaviouR, fit in Judgment upon 
them; and with inconceivable Wrath 
and Indignation, Baniſh them for ever 
his Preſence, and Pronounce that Sen- 


1 — 
— 


tence, Go you Curſed into Everlaſting Woe Mat xxv, 


and Miſery, 


THrus ve ſee the laſt Judgment will 
be terrible; yet on many accounts ?ris 
needful. - As Firſt, That Go D who 
made the World, and gave it Laws, 
may fully juſtify the Righteouſneſs and 
Purity of. them: That his Providential 
Government (in which at preſent the 


Wicked may proſper, and the Righteous 
be 


174 


2 3 ME 


Advice to 4 Daus HT ER. 


— ” 


— 


give 4 due Force to 


| be aMifted) may yet appear to be mo- 


dePd by moſt conſummate Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs and Equity: And when the 
Scenes of things are open'd, Divine Pro- 
vidence will ſhew, in the brighteſt man- 
ner, all the Perſections of G o p. Again, 
the future Judgment is neceſſary, that 
Perſons and Things, in a Social Relati- 
on and Capacity, may be ſcann'd, and 
every one rewarded accordingly. Laſt- 
85 that the wondrous Greatneſs and 

lory of Redeeming Love, may be more 
conſpicuous ; which is to be the main 
Theme of Praiſe, and eternally the En- 
ag 2 of the Bleſſed Society a. 

e. == | 


Mean time its the Belief of a reckon- 


ing Day, and ſolemn Audit, that keeps 


up Religion in this World. Men's Hopes 
and Fears are the Springs of Action, and 

F vine Precepts, 
Promiſes and Threatnings. Let us then 
daily meditate on the near Approach of 
the Second Coming of the Lox o, and 
of the ſtrict Account of our Talents re- 
ceiv'd, and how improv'd; that ſo we 
may be found of him in Peace; having 
Sin pardon'd and ſubdu'd, and out 
Hearts furniſh'd with thoſe Holy — — 
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ples which are the Works of the Holy 
Article to Believe. | 


Ax TIC IE VIII. 11 
I Believe in the Holy Ghoſt bir u 


Tr 1s ſuppoſes 4 Perſon, not a Qua- 
lity : And that he is of the ſame Glori- 


ous Eſſence, tho? different Order, with 


the Father and Son. His Perſonality | b v 
and Operations were not fo clearly re- „ & xiv. 
veaPd before; as ſince the Incarnation of 16, 26. 


CRS T: But in the Goſpel its obvi- 


ous, the Houy GHOs x 1s one of tlie 
Sacred THREE, in whoſe Name we 
are Baptis'd : And the Apoftolical Bene- Cor. xu, 
ditions run in his Name, as well as in 
the Father's and the Son's. All the Per- 
ſections of Gop are attributed to Him 
And in the Works of Creation, Preſer« _ 
vation, Redemption and Sanctification, 
he is mention'd as the Operator; and 
we are to Obey and Worſhip Him: 
Therefore Quenching his Motions, ant , -: ..-., 
Diſobeying his Commands and Dictates, Mat. xi. 
8s to Sin againft Him. Again, he is call- A4 v., 
ed Holy: As Go p, he is eſſentially fo; 4. 
and alſo with reſpect to his Sanctifying 
Influences. It's by his Effectual Appli- 

| cation, 
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cation, that the Benefits purchas'd by 


27116 f per of our Souls, after the Image of 
2 
16. 


ARTICLE IX. 


ttb. Holy Catholick Church; (and as his Agent, 
moe promoting) the Communion of Saints, 


Luk xxir. THE Church of Gop commenc'd 
1. from, and was founded upon that early 
Promiſe in Gen. iii. And the Patriarchs 
and Prophets in that Belief worſhip'd 
Ds. Go p, according to the Notices and 
2. Rules he vouchſaf'd to give them; and 
they all dy'd in Faith of the Bleſſed 
Mieſſiah, Wrap'd up in that and other 
Promiſes; which being accompliſh'd in 

| Jesus 
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JEsus CRRIST, the Apoſtles ga- 


ther'd numerous Churches, Diſcipling 


and Baptizing as he had commanded. 

The Multitude of Converts being in ſe- 

parate and diſtin Places, were not- 
withſtanding Parts of the Holy Catho: 
lick Church, and of the Communion of Cor. ĩ a. 
Saints, as being united in thoſe conſti- Heb- x. 
tuent Parts, and cementing Principles 
which by Jesus CHRIST, the Head 

of His Church were taught and enjoyn'd 


them. Mart. xxviii, and Eph. iv, lay down 


theſe Fundamentals: And the 19" Ar- 

ticle of Religion, by our Church, is, 

That the viſible Church of Chriſt is 4 
Congregation of faithful Men, in which _ 
the pure Word of God is preachd, and Joha iv. 
Sacraments dul) adminiſtred, according to 21, 23. 


Chriſt's Ordinance in all thoſe Things that 


f Neceſſity are requiſite to the ſame; 


How much is it then our Duty, by 
the Authority of our Bleſſed Lox p, 
and in Conformity to the Article of 
our Church, for all in theſe Nations 
to unite in Affection, as having one 
Faith and Rule of-Life, tho? diffeting Joh avii. 
in ſome minuter Things, about which 2*, 21. 
the moſt learned and beſt of Men in all 
Ages, have had different Sentiments; 
and yet maintain'd Communion with 
the univerſal Church; by Praying for 
IF - them; 
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them, and exercis'd that Charity and 
Rom xiv. Love, which is not only becoming Mem- 
:+.5,5 bers of one Body, but is made by our 
' ** Glorious Head the diſcriminating Mark 
g of his Church in general, and differences 
| | a real from a nominal Member of it, 
E May our Tempers and Carriages beſpeak 
1Cor. xii. Us truly of the Communion of Saints, and 
| 2576,52. then we ſhall be entitl'd to a Pardon of 
«ib Sin, and a glorious Reſurrection to E- 
4 ternal Life, mention'd in the remaining 


* 
- 


Articles. 


— 


* 


| A R T IC LE X. | 
2 Cor. Te: | . * 
19, 20. The Forgtveneſs of Sin; 


| How to obtain this, has been the 

K üs grand Enquiry ſince the firſt Tranſgreſ- 

& v. 3 - ſion. Its natural for Guilt to beget Fear; 

and we being born with corrupt and op- 

poſite Principles to Go p and his Eaw, 

which we daily violate, are obnoxious 

continually to his Wrath: Therefore, as 

nothing but his Mercy cou'd relieve, fo 

| none but himſelf cou'd diſcover in what 

| Way and Method he would diſpenſe his 
„ Fayour. a ir See 


TAE Jewiſh Sacrifices of old were 
preparatory to the Goſpel. Revelation, 
which explicitly declares, That Redem- 

| | | ption 
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ption and Forgiveneſs is obtainꝰd thro? the 
Blood of Jesus Cx IST: And has point- 
ed out the Terms, on our part; which are 
Repentance towardsGop and Faith in the | 
Lox p Jasus Carrst. Theſe muſt be o 
perative to turn us to forſake and hateSin; 

and with Delight and Diligence follow aſ- 

ter Holineſs; and then our many and hei- 

nous Sins will be forgiven, and our Perſons 
accepted and favoured by a Holy Goo. 


ARTICLE XI. $ 
The Reſarrection of the Body ;" N * 
Dar enter'd by Sin: And though 7. 
G 0.5 (who is rich in Mercy) hath pro- 
vided an Eſcape from Eternal Death, yet 
it's appointed for all once to dye, natu- 
rally: And both Body and Soul (thoſe 
old Companions): being ſeparated, each 
goes to their firſt Original; the Body to 
Duſt, the Spirit to Go p who gave it. 
We dye not as the Brute Beaſts, as both 
Scripture and Reaſon will inform: For 
the Soul is of a vaſtly different Nature i Cor. 1. 
from the corruptible Body. Death cant 
affect the Soul. This Reſurrection of 
the Body our Lord IE Sus argu'd with 
the Sadducees, and confuted: their Rea - Mat. xzil 
ſonings; and ſo does St Paal, 1 Car. v. % 
give unanſwerable Proof of the Retur- __ _. 
N 2 rection. 


| = — — — S ent ee 2 1 r 
180 Aavice to 42 DAu G HTE RX. 
rection. If any ſhall diſpute the Poſſi. 

bility, let them conſider the Creation of 

the World out of Nothing: | d 


Acts xiv.  ANnp as to the Certainty: CAR 18 7 
25 Reſurrection is the Pledge and Firſt- 
Fruits of ours. Many other Arguments 

might be urg'd for this Point : But this 

we know, 'That when that Almighty 

John v. Word which formed Earth and Heaven, 
28, 29. ſhall call, thoſe that are in the Grave 
ſhall ariſe. That Power” which gave 
Being, and made the Separation, ſhall 
Ka. xxvi then unite each Soul to its own Body, 
that both may be rewarded according 
to their Works. Doubtleſs the Bodies of 
1 John ii. the Saints will be faſhion'd like to 
. CHRIS T's Glorious Body; but the 
Wicked will have a differing Make ſor a 
differing State of Sorrow and Woe. 
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10. - | | rt” EW :£ | #1 2 af 
Rev. ii. io. THIS is a ſhort; but comprehenſive 
Expreſſion: And as by the Goſpel, Liſe 
and Immortality are brought to Light; 
Jon iii. ſo the Terms on which we may be ef⸗ 
% fectually happy, are plainly laid before 
34, 36. us; that as he which believes hath Ever. 
inn e * Aaſting 
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laſting Life, ſo he that believes not the 
Son, ſhall not ſee Life ; but the Wrath | Cor. ij. 
of Gon abideth on him. 9. 


WHERE note, That what Go p hath 

appointed is agreeable to the very Na- 

ture of Things: And that Conſequences 

muſt ſute the Qualities of Perſons. Our 

Tempers and Actions here in this 

World, go towards the compounding 

our Happineſs or Miſeries in another. 

In Rom. ix. 22, 23. tis ſaid, that the 

Veſſels of Wrath which Goo, with much 

Long-Suffering, endures, are fitted to 

Deſtruction, Go p endures, but does 

not ſo fit them; that's of and from them- 

ſelves : But the Veſſels of Mercy are by 

Him prepar*d unto Glory: So that Sin 

fits for Hell; and its Go p's Work in a pcxvii.rs 

Soul that prepares for Heaven; which is Dan i... 

a glorious Place, ſet forth by Metaphors | 

level to our Capacities. Indolence and 

Freedom from Pain, and all other Evils 

is too ſhort, We muſt have a politive 

Satisfaction that fits and improves at 

ance. There are Manſions worthy of 

Him, who is not aſham'd to be call'd 

the Go Þ of the Faithful. And be their 

Faculties never ſo much enlarg'd, Hea- Heb. xi. - 
yen will afford a full and Eternal Felici- '* 
ty, In ſhort, their ſpiritualized Bodies, 
VCH and 


wor 4 


A. Dt eats 8 a % 1 


LAY 


182 


Advice to a DAUGHTER. 


* a 1 * 


1 — 


P f xvi. 11. 


1 Theſſ. 
IV. 16, 17. 


and refined perſected Souls, ſhall be 
ſwallow'd up in Light, Life and Love: 
For as they are intent in contemplating 
the Divine Perſections, and actively Glo- 
rifying Go p; fo in his Preſence they 
ſhall have Fulneſs of Joy, and Pleaſures 
for evermore. But, as to Hell: Alas! 


that is the Reverſe of all this; the Ab- 


ſence of all that's good ; the Suffering of 
all that's evil; whatever is terrifying to 


Senſe; as, Fire unquenchable, the Worm 


that dies not, outer Darkneſs, Horror, 
Weeping, Wailing and Gnaſhing of 
Teeth, Now, wou'd we cloſely think 
on Heaven and Hel}, it evidently will 
appear, a Practical Chriſtian makes the 
wiſeſt Choice, whatever Troubles may 
attend on that Account: But the care- 
leſs preſumptuous Sinner, whatever he 
may have at preſent of Pleaſures, they 
are ſhort, attended with many Acci- 
dents; and a —— Trouble or real Diſ- 


appointment diſtracts, and Death at laſt 


converts them into endleſs Miſery, * 


AN p thus I have. given ſome Stri- 


| Etures upon the ſeveral Articles of this 


excellent Summary of our Chriſtian 
Faith, It is not a dead ineffectual Aſ. 
ſent, ſuch as is given to Hiſtory in an 
Affair foreign to our Intereſt that will 
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anſwer that folemn Proſeſſion, when we 

ſay I believe. True Faith is a vital Prin- 

ciple, reaching the governing Powers 

of the Soul. Tos G o p's Gift, but our 

Act; and is ſuch a Crediting of the Do- 
ctrines, Declarations, Commands and 
Overtures of the Goſpel, as produces 
hearty deliberate Reſolves (by the Grace 
of Gop) to venture our Al! for Him, and = — 
Eternity upon that Bottom, ſo we can 
but by any Means ſecure an Intereſt in 
the Salvation therein laid before us: And 
till in Sincerity we come to this, neither 
the Truth nor Worth of what JES us 
CHRIS T has done, is ſufficiently be- 
liev d or rely*d upon, fo as to be of any 
ſaving Uſe or Benefit: And how then 
will it inhance our Guilt, to profels a 
ſound Creed with a falſe Heart and un- 
holy Life, 
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THE TES 
Commandments. 


J Hou ſhalt have none other Gods 


- befoze me. 


I. Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf 
any graven Image, no? the likeneſs 
ök any thing that is in heaven above 
oz in the earth beneath, oz in 
water under the earth. Thou ſhalt 
not bow down to them, noz worſhip 
them: Fox J the Loꝛd thy God am 
a jealous God, and viſit the ſins of 
the fathers upon the childzen unto the 
third and fourth generation of them 
that hate me, and ſhew mercy unto 
thouſands of them that love me, and 
ny my MANIA. e 


Il. Thou 
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III. Thou ſhalt not take the Name 
| of the Loꝛd thy God in vain : fox the 
Lozd will not hold him guiltleſs that 
; taketh his Name in vain. 


IV. Remember that thou keep holy 
the Sabbath-day, Six days ſhalf 
thou labour and do all that thou halt 
to do; but the ſeventh day is the ſab- 
bath of the Lozd thy God. In it thou 
ſhalt do no manner of wozk; thou noz 
thy Don, noz thy Daughter, thy Man⸗ 
fervant, noꝛ thy Maid⸗ſervant, thy 
cattle noz the ſtranger that is within 
thy gates: Foz in ſix days the Loꝛd 
made heaven and earth, the ſea, and 
all that in them is, and reſted the 
ſeventh day; wherefoze the Loꝛd 
15 the ſabbath-day, and hallow- 
ed 1 


- Y. Honour thy father and thy mo- 

ther, that thy * map be long in the 

land, which the 1 Load thy Sod giveth 
VI. Thou batt Do no murder. 

VII. Thou halt not commit adul⸗ 


i 
5 VIII. Chou 
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N. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe wit⸗ 


neighbours witfe, noz his ſervant, noꝛ 


— — — — 
VII. Thou ſhalt not ſteal, 


neſs againſt thy neighbour,  _ 


x. Thou ſhalt not covet thy neigh: 
bours houle, thou ſhalt not covet thy 


his maid, noz his ox, noꝛ his als, no; 
any thing that is his. 


— ä — 


— — — 
. 


As to the firſt CommAn DpMENT. 


H1cH 1s our having no other 
Gop, but the Living and True 


Gop, who made, redeem'd, and pre- 


ſerves us. 


Tuts requires ſuch a Belief of G ob 
as heightens our Deſires and Endea- 


vours after Acquaintance, with and Re- 


lation to Him: Eſteeming Him as our 
chief Good, fixing on Him as our laſt 
End; ſo as to be led to a Delight in 


his Laws, to be conform'd to his Will, 


and to ſubmit to and be well pleas'd 
: 3 * N 
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with his Government in all the various 


Methods of his Providence, whether 


proſperous or adverſe; being moſtly ſol- 
licitous to ſute and comport with his 
Intendment in each. R 


THr1s is to acknowledge Go p as the 
true Go p, and our Go p; which we 
alſo practically declare, by obſerving thoſe 
Duties, and aſcribing that Homage as 
belongs to, and is appropriated to ſuch 
a Glorious Being. 


AN p then this Commandment for- 
bids Atheiſm, Blaſphemy, Ignorance and 
Infidelity : For theſe are each of them 
oppolite to that Revelation which in his 
Works and Word He hath given us of 
Himſelf. 


AN p becauſe that may truly be ſaid 
to be our Go p which we ultimately 
intend, ſeek after, and truſt or rejoyce 
in; therefore an immoderate Eſteem or 
Uſe of Things here below, is by this 
Commandment prohibited. | 


TAE ſetting of our Affections on 
Friends, Honours, Riches, or the Plea- 


ſures of Life, more than upon the Bleſſed 


Go D, 


* | — — — — 32 | 
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G0 p, is in Reality a making them our 
Gops. Phil. iii. 19. there we find ſome 
are ready to make their Belly their Gov, 


AN let it be never ſo mean, if the 
ſuperior Powers of the Soul are laid out 
upon it, ſo that they ſupremely purſue 
it; That (I fay) is their Go D. Oh! 


Let us query what Temper poſſeſſes us; 


whether a due Eſtimate of Gop as God, 
which inclines us to worſhip and glori- 


fy him accordingly, and to place our 


Fear, Love, and Joy in Him: Or, on 
the contrary, Is there an Enmity in us 
to Go p and his Ways? and do we in 
our Practice deny Him, by yielding and 
devoting our Time and Strength to the 
Service and Honour of the World or 


Fleih, rather than of Go p. 
The Second Co MAN DME NT 


Is of not Worſhipping Graven I- 


mages; which refers not only to the 


idolatrous Worſhipping of falſe Go ps, 
but to any Diminution from, or adding 
to the inſtituted Worſhip of the true 
Go p, which by Him is requir'd to 
be kept entire, that ſo it may be 


Hu- 
n 
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Hu u AN E Inventions are neither to 
juſtle out, or be plac'd in Divine Wor- 
ſhip as any Part of it, or as having any 
Tendency to G o v's Glory, ot our ſpi- 
ritual Advantage: For what G o 5 does 
not a ppoint, he never did nor will accept: 
It is incongruous to his Purity, to admit 


Deut. iv. 
2. & xit. 
42 


what we poor finful Duſt and Aſhes 


| invent, for a Piece of Worſhip to Him- 
ſelf. An aſſuming of this by vain Man; 


hath brought in and kept up that Su- 
perſtition Which overſpreads the Pagan 
and Chriſtian World at this Day. 


Hu MuAN EH Authority can't admit or 


make any Thing the Standard or Rule 
what ſhall be given as Homage to Gon, 
and how or in what Manner it ought 
to be perſorm'd: For theſe (in the EC 
ſentials of each) are fix d by Go o ex- 
preſy. And as to Circumſtantials; 
where G o Þ is pleas'd to be ſilent, (and 
thereby to leave them as indifferent in 
their Uſe as they are in their Nature) 
it could not be with a Deſign that Man 
ſhould invent, and then impoſe Forms of 
Worſhip, as neceſſary Terms of Com- 
munion. His infinite Wiſdom, and our 


Natural Corruption and | Superſtition; 


can't 
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can't admit of ſuch a Thing: For then it 
lies at the Pleaſure of Rulers whether 
woe ſhall have any publick Worſhip of 
 Goy' or no (unleſs in their Way and 
Manner.) But chis of adding to, or de- 
rogating from the Purity and Glory of 
Go D's Inſtitutions (which are the on 
Bonds of Union and — 
his Church) is directly contrary to this 
Command, as well as many others in 
Holy Writ, And therefore we muſt 
guard againſt all humane Additions, as 
Parts of and directive in our Worſſip- 
ping of the great and glorious Go p. 


Ac, this Command reaches to the 
Frame and Temper of our Spirits in eve- 
ty Part of Duty and Worſhip, It for- 
bids Flattery, Lukewarmneſs or Hypo- 
criſy, in Prayer, Hearing, Sacraments, 
and all other religious Exerciſes we are 
_ converſant in. wy 


I. In Prayer. This Part of Worſhip 
is under a Divine Rule, and muſt be 
perform'd becoming the Majeſty of Him 
we approach to. In Confeſſion of Sin, 
we muſt not palliate or hide it, hut 
freely declare our Iniquities, and that 

with Hatred and Abhorrence . 
315 0 elo 
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Reſolution againſt them. In Petitions, 
we mult fee that they be not contrary 
to, but fram'd agreeably to G o DS Re- 
vealed Will: Without this we can't have 
any Foundation for the Exerciſe of our 
Faith, that we ſhall obtain what we 
ask. Alſo ſpiritual Bleſfings are firſt 
and with moſt Fervour to be pray'd for. 
In our \Thankfarvings, we are not to 


ſorget the Loving-Kindneſſes of Goo, 


but mention them before Him with 
raiſed Apprehenſions and grateful Ac- 
knowledgments, And all theſe Parts of 
Prayer muſt d from a renewed 
and Holy Principle of Grace, acted by 
Faith and Love, and perſorm'd in a 
right Manner, viz. in the Name of 
CHR1ST, by the Aid of the Holy Spi- 
tit, in Sincerity and with Fer vency. And 
aſtly, to a right End, viz. the Glory of 
Gop, and our Promotion in Grace and 
Holineſs. Theſe are the eſſential Parts, 
and neceſſary Diſpoſitions and Qualifica- 
tions for Prayer, which mult ſincerely 
be regarded, or we can't. pretend to 
worſhip Go p in Spirit and in Truth. 


II. As to Hearing the Word, or-Read- 
ing of it. All wild Neglects, as well 
as heedleſs and flight Attendances, are a 
Breach of this Commandment, which 


re- 
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requires a high. Value, and true Hunger 
and Thirſt after it, àa Faith and Delight 
in it as the Word of Go p and his Power 
to our Salvation. The Excellency and 
Importance of it muſt engage our Care, 
both to know and retain it; and not 


with hard Hearts to withſtand it, or 
with looſe Hearts diſtractingly, ireve. 


verently, and unbelievingly to attend 


Heb. iv. 2. 


Wk I Höfle em 
III. Txx two Goſpel Inſtitutions, 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, may fall 
within the Reach of this Commandment, 
fince it has a ReſpeCt to whatever ap- 
pears to be of Divine Appointment. 
1. Then for Baptiſm, by which we 
are initiated into the Chriſtian Conſtitu- 
tion, to enjoy the Privileges and obey 
the Commands which that holds fortli 
and tenders to us. Herein we receive 


the Sign ſignifying the one on G o do's 


Part; and we make a Surrender of our 
ſelves as a Teſtimony to Go p for the 
dther, on our Part. And by this are 
we ſolemnly oblig'd to renounce the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, and 
humbly to accept Go p's free Grant 
of Himſelf to be our Go p in CurisT; 


and of IESus to be our Redeemer, 


Teacher, 


. Advice 10 DA 0'GHTE R. 
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Teacher and. King, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt to be our Sanctifier and Comſor: 
ter; and ſteadily to obey the Com- 
mands, and rely on the Promiſes which 
à Gracious & o p hath vouchſaſed unto 
us, and to bear his Croſs; as well 
is take his Loke, faithfully follows 
ing JES us qur r Maſter to our Lives 
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Tard now in | ſhort is che Summ 10 
our Baptiſmal Vow; and to live in a 
Neglect of che Duties, or a Slight of the 
Bleſſings of this Covenant, is a ff 


— 


3299 


ape Loſs to our ſelves. „ 


want of \Prepa 
Omiſſion of it, is a heinous Sin: As when 
we dare to approach that Ordinance 
without a1 deep Senſe of Sin, as to the 
Evil and Deſert of it, or without Faith 
in the Lord Ixsus, whoſe Love in Dying 
to appeaſe Divine Anger, and merit the 
Divine Favour, we there commemorate. 
Alſo in this Holy Supper we recognize, 
and call to remembrance great a 

weighty Matters, which reſpect the Juſt 
and Holy Go p, and IEsuS CHRIS 
his Perſon and Purchaſe, and our ſelves 
O in 
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Breach of a holy Inſtitution, and an in- 


2. A8 60 he! Lords Sapper, The 
ration, as well as careleſs 
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in regard of our Vileneſs, Enmity and 
Impotency. - Further, by Gop's giving 
and our receiving the Bread and Wine, 
the great Bleſſings of the Covenant are 
afreſh ſealed to us; and by our receiving 
them, we .profeſs openly, that we are 
the Followers of a Crucify'd Jzsus, and 
ExpeQtants of that Grace here, and Glo- 
ry hereafter, which He hath merited, 
It is a Renewal of our Baptiſmal Vow; 
and if the Nature and Intendment of 
this Ordinance were truly -conſider'd, 
none could be ignorant what Diſpoſition 
or Frame of Spirit is neceſſary to a due 
x Cor. xi. and worthy Participation of it. 5 
23, 24. | 2 | 
Mat.xxvii, A Np who can read what our Sa vi- 

_ 2627-28. Gyn ſays at his firſt Inſtitution, do this 
in remembrance of me, but muſt judge that 

a groſs Ignorance can't diſcern the Spi- 

ritual Intendment, and that Unbelief 

can't diſcern the Dignity nor the Merits 

of that Sacrifice (Cuxisr's Body) there 
repreſented, nor thankfully accept the 

Benefits purchaſed. Their Faith feeds 

on CHRIST, and Love embraces Him. 
But one dead in Sin and 'impenitently 
periſhing in it, crucifies Cyr1sT afreſh, 

puts the higheſt Aﬀront on the LORD 

that bought him as can be imagin'd, and 
2 brings 
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brings a complicated Guilt upon his wn 


Soul. 


IV. TAERE is another Duty, which 
is Meditation or Recollection, that is 
frequently enjoin'd us. This is as ne- 
neceſſary to the Soul's Growth by Spiri- 
tual Food, as the Natural Digeſtion is to 
the Body. This brings home to the 
Heart, in warm and cloſe Application, 


whatever we get in other Duties. This 


is that Self. Conference ſpoken of, 1 Cor. 
xi. 28. Eſ. iv. 7. and in many other Places. 


By this we are fit for every Action in 


the Divine Liſe: By this we come to 
know our Wants, and how to form our 
Deſires : By this we underſtand our Sins 


and our Dangers; and this due Appli- 


cation of 'Truths to a Perſon's own Soul, 
will fit it forConverſe with Gop and Man; 
and ſeaſon all Diſcourſes with profitable 
matter. In Summ, Meditation fits us 
for our Attendances on Divine Worſhip, 
in ſuch a manner as Go p may be glo- 
nfy'd in them and by them; and will 
be of great Uſe to keep us from an al- 
lowed Violation of this fecond Com- 
mandment, by ſerving Him in a falſe, 
or an unpreſeribed way and manner. 
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The Third Co MAN DMENT 
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Is of not taking the Name of God 
in vain. - This obliges to a reverend and 
fuitable Acknowledgment of the Glori- 
ous Perſections of GOD, viz. His Wil 
dom, Power, Holineſs, Juſtice, Truth, 
&c. And that in whatever way, or by 
whatever Names or Titles he voueliſaſes 
to manifeſt Himſelf, We ſhould adoring- 
ly fall down before Him, and revere his 
Name, his Ordinances, his Works and 
Wonders in the World. For if we have 
flight Thoughts of the Bleſſed G o p, we 
cannot worſhip Him: For, as our Ap- 
prehenſions are, ſo will our Homage and 
Service be, and no otherwiſe. And then 
all our Acts of Worſhip from firſt to 
laft, muſt be no better than a taking his 
Name in vain, to no purpoſe but to pro- 
voke Him. TL HIT. T2008 
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On! Take heed of the leaſt Appes- 
rance of this'Sin, 3 19992 9H 


Tus Commandment ' alſo forbids 
Blaſphemy and profane Swearing, or a 
mentioning of the Name of G'o » upon 
every trivial Occaſion, which ſhould e- 
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gard and Eſteem. | 


2 The Fourth COMMA N DN ENT 


1 


Os tes us to a ſtrict and holy 


Obſervation of the Sabbath-day. In Gen. 


11. 2, 3. GO p appoints the Seventh Day, 
or part of our Time, to be an Holy Reſt, 
and ſeems to challenge a ſpecial Propri- 
ety therein for: his Worſhip. and Service. 


He is ſaid to, bleſs and to ſanctify it, 


which together with his own Example, 
engages our Obſervance to be perpetual. 
It was inſtituted long. before the Jeni 
and - Ceremonial - Diſpenſation, ſo not 
abrogated with their Rites. For, 


I. Tais Precept is by Go p himſelf 
rank'd among thoſe other Nine that are 
of a moral Nature, and are {ſuch in 
themſelves as in no Change of Govern- 
ment can be diſpens'd with, as being 
unchangeable in their own' Nature, and 
containing the Summ or A bridgment of 
thoſe Principles, which natural Light 
dictates and obliges all Mankind to re- 
gard. The Sabbath indeed is a Moral 
Politive, and ſo may be diſpens'd with 


97. 


ver be ſpoken, of with the higheſt Re- 


when in competition with any moral Nat xi. 
natural Precept, but not elſe, Thus 12. 
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our SAVviour who was (as he himſelf 
ſaid) Lox D of the Sabbath, alter'd the 
Day but not the Thing. A ſeventh 
Portion of Time was appropriated for 
Publick Worſhip by our Lo x p's Diſci- 
ples, to the firſt inſtead of the ſeventh 
Day of the Week, that being the Da 
of our Saviour's Reſurrection, whi 
he confirm'd by his ſucceſſive appearing 
to them on that Day to bleſs them, and 
this one Week after another during his 
abode upon Earth. All which (together 
with many antecedent Reaſons) is a ſuf. 
ficient Argument for the Alteration” of 
the Day. Curis T's Preſence on that 
Day ſeems a Ratification of it. In a 
word, a ſeventh part of Time being en- 
join'd, and that Precept plac'd with the 
others that are moral and perpetual, we 
may infer, that the Bleſſed G o o de- 
ſign*d our Obligation to that as well as 
the reſt, Alſo, 7 | 47 


II. Mark how folemn a Preface Gon 
has fix'd to it, viz. Remember to keep holy 
(not ceremonially) the -ſabbath-day ; no- 
ting the Goodneſs and Perpetuity of this 
Injunction on G o v's part, and the Ob- 
ligation to obſerve it on ours. 
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III. Tus ſpecial Regard our Saviour 


took to regulate the Abuſes of this Com- 
mandment, as well as others, does far- 
ther confirm our Obligation to obſerve 


it. See Marth. xii. compa 
xiv, where, altho? he condemns the Ce- 
_ remonial Obſervance of it to the Detri- 


T. 


Cd with Matth. 


ment of Mercy and Charity, yet he does 
not forbid the Religious and Holy Uſe 
of it mu ©1533 1417 ag oe 


IV. As the Frame of our Spirits muſt 
be holy, ſo the Employments of that 
Day intimate Go p's End — urs. 
it. Theſe are all either motally good, 
or ſo by Divine Inſtitution, + We are to 
ceaſe from what we may be lawfully 
employ*d'in on the other Six Days, that 
we may keep that Day Holy, being freed 


from thoſe Cares and Diſtractions which 


attend our ſecular Concerns, and ſo in 
a Capacity to Worſhip. Him in pub- 
lick Solemnities, agreeably to his Inſtitu- 
tion; > Andy ard vein 01 bomren: 


V. If we conſult the Experience of 
ſuch as ſtrictly keep, or of ſuch as pro- 


ane this Day, it may afford us a Ratio- 


nal Demonſtration for the Morality of 
the Sabbath. Pious Perſons find more 
, . 
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er 


of Divine Influences in each part of 
Worſhip on this Day, than any other; 
for Go p does peculiarly bleſs and ſan- 
ctiſy it to them. And bad Perſons have 
conſeſsd, that a Slight of, together with 
immoral Practiſes on this Day, have cre: 
ated them ſeverer Reflections from Con- 
ſcience, and worſe effects on their Con. 
verſations, than thoſe committed on any 
other Day. Which if confider?d, would 
be found a ſtronger Argument (join'd 
with all that is ſaid before) for the Mo- 
rality or perpetual Obligation of this 
Commandment, than any Uſage or Ar: 
guments can be againſt it. And as it's 
a ſinful Profanation, fo it's Matter of 
juſt Concern, that many in this Chriſti. 
an Church ſpend the greateſt part of the 
Day in idle Viſits or Recreations; as if 
they had no Senſe of the Importanee of 
the Work, or the choice Benefits of a 
Sabbath : As if they had no Gop to 
praiſe, no Redemption to commemorate, 
or Supplies of Grace to receive. Such 
ſee no need to retain what they hear of 
Gop's Will and their Duty from his 
Ambaſſadors, or to apply the Word to 
themſelves for Counſel or Conviction, or 
to addreſs themſelves to Goo for his 
Strength and Aſſiſtance. But thus much 
for the Fourth Commandment. 1 
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The Fifth Co MAN DNũENT 


Is to honour our Parents; to which 
is annex'd a Promiſe of Life, This 
reaches to our Civil Parent the Magi- 


ns WF ſtrate, to our Spiritual Parents as Pa- 
n. tors and Teachers; - and to our Natural 
ny ones, our Father and Mother. All muſt 
d be obey'd in the Lox p; that is, in all 
'4 States and Relations of Life we muſt be 
o- concern'd to anſwer the juſt Demands 


of each, and to maintain and promote 
their Honour, not envying of any a- 
n nor Farning of any beneath us. 


The Sixth Commuan ou 


Is not to kill; but to 10 
preſerve our own and the Lives of 0- 
thers : To be regular in our Paſſions 
and all Enjoyments; To be meek, 
tient and temperate, which are Prefer. — 
vatives of Health; and to avoid cauſleſs 
Quarrels, unjuſt Prejudices, or immode- 
rate Anger (tho' from juſt Cauſe,) and 
all — Grudges, revengeful Thoughts, 
or any other Indications of Hatred to 
6 others, which in een is termed John. 
| Murder. i | 
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The Seventh CoM ible deb 
a A. againſt Adultery, Fornication, or 


any Uncleanneſs in _ Heart, or 


Behaviour. We muſt tchful over 
gur Tongues, Hearts and Eyes, that ſo 
dur Carriage may be modeſt, ' and out 
Compaby chan | * | 
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Folds Deceit, Over reaching, or a 
cirdlef Neglect of the Welfare or out- 
ward Eſtate of others: All rigorous ways 
to any: All Heedleſneſs of our own Af. 
fairs is here prohibited; and a due Re- 
gard ro promote our o.] Weal and 


Li 4 4 
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Aat ol others, is requir'd. G3 7 
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4 For BIDS Lying, or bearing: ob fk 
Witneſs, A Lye is to affert an Untruth 


for Truth, with a purpoſe to deceive ot 
prejudice another. There! is an officious, 
a jocoſe, and a pernicious Lye; and all 
brand us for the Children of the Devil. 


A Lyar is a Term of Infamy, as lie ig 


one who breaks that which is the Ligt- 


ment of Humane Society. 
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As to bearing Witneſs. Truth muſt not 
be conceaPd when by lawful Authority 
we are call'd to declare it: but all Back- 


biting, and ſcandalous Reports, tho? for 


the matter of them true, are to be a- 
yoided. G o p's Glory and the Good of 
a Community, is our Warrant to di- 
vulge the Faults of others, where the 
Concealment would be a Wrong to por 
but not that we expreſs our private Piqu 
and Revenge: No, this Commandment 
requires both Truth and Charity, that 
we hope and ſpeak the beſt we can of 
Perſons and their Actions. 


The Tenth COMMA NDMENT 


Fox #195, Coveting; that is, all ſe- 
cret Thoughts which tend to the Breach 


of any of theſe Commands; ſecret De- 


ſires after the Evil herein forbidden, or 
ſecret Averſation to the Duties requir'd. 
Further, this Precept enjoins a full Con- 
tentment with any Condition that Gop 


ſhall allot to us, and forbids all Envying 


at the Proſperity of others; and all need- 
leſs Cares, Fears or inordinate Deſires 
about Worldly Enjoyments. Deſiring 
what is anothers, tho? not in an wg 
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ful way, is a Breach of this Command. 
ment. 20421820) 031 


Nuno. iygel ud geddes beigen of 
2 An D now for a Cloſe, to | this Cata 
logue. Pray obſerve and conſider that a 
Contempt is really caſt upon Gop, who 
acted theſe, La wis, if you omit the leaſt 
Duty, or commit the leaſt Sin, that any 
of theſe Commandments expreſs, or im. 

| Dye. He that commits Sin tranſgreſſeth 
the Law; and he that offendeth in one 
Point is guilty of all: Becauſe the Di. 
vine / 5, 941.8 is deſpis'd by the, leaſt as 
well as the greateſt Sin. And with re. 
ſpect to Sins againſt the Goſpel, I hinted 
| before the two grand ones, Impenitency 


* 
and, ee, e 


. 
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I. IMP ENITENCx is when we deny, 
hide, or extenuate Sin, and do not rather 
humbly own, and with Sorrow and 
Shame confeſs and abhor it; caſting Sin 
from us as an abominable thing, hateful 


to a pure G 0D, and defiling to our Na. 
tures and Action. 


II. UNRELIEx is a denying, or but a 
weak Aſſent to Goſpel Revelations, or a 
| being careleſs and indifferent about what 
ij they contain, not valuing and. admiring 


the Love of GopinJesus CurisT, 
Who 
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who is therein made known and ten- 
der'd to our Acceptance as a Redeemer, 


Teacher, and Lord. Again, this Sin of 


Unbelief fixes us to this World, and 
makes us chuſe to act by Senſe, rather 
than to live by Faith. By Unbelief we 
put the Lye upon the Bleſſed God in 
all his Declarations and Promiſes, and 
we refuſe to credit them as true, or to 
embrace them as a ſufficient Good and 
Portion, and ſo Self and the World are 
the prime Objects of our Truſt and 


I T is this Sin which makes us Proud 
in Proſperity, and alſo Deſpondent in 
Adverſity. It heightens our Eſteem of 
our filthy guilty ſelves, ſo as to place our 
own Righteouſneſs in the room of, or 
in Competition and Equality with the 


Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. In ſhort, 


Unbelief taints all our Faculties, and 


marrs all our Duties. Oh! let us be- 


wail, ſtrive and pray againſt this God- 


diſhonouring and Soul- deſtroying Sin. 


Ax p thus J have given a very brief 
Catalogue of Sins. There are many 


Particulars which depend upon this ge- 


neral Enumeration; and you may meet 


with them more expreſs and full in 
| Biſhop 


22 


ad, 4 £4 ts L WF 4 þ 


— 


" Advice, to, a DaucnTER 


Biſhop Vſber's Boch of Divinity, or Ber 
Wilkin S . of Bae e 


Ir is o great Uſe to . and 
melt, and conſtrain us to flee to I ES u 5, 
and to look 1 into the Commands of Gop; 
Eor there, as in a Glaſs, we ſee our Pol. 
lution. and Miſery, which ſhould make 
us willing to hearken to the Tenders. of 
2. SAV1IOuR, and accept them with 


Thapkfalnefs and Joy. 


Nov the Gop of Heaven Vlefs this 
to your qu ickning, that you may be 
deeply ſenſible. of Sin and weary of it; 
that you may ohtain Pardon, and be 


endow'd with his Grace, Which {hall 


carry you to a ſincere Regard of, and 
Obedience to the whole Will of G OD; 
that thereby your Repentance and Faith 
may be evidenc'd to be genuine and di- 
vine, ſuch as the Goſpel Covenant re- 
quires, and as Gop will own, and on 
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LO RD's Prayer. | 


Thy Kingdom come, Thy will 
be done in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give ns this dap our dailp bzead. 
And koꝛgive us our debts, as we foꝛ⸗ 
give our debters. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil: fox thine is the kingdom, and 


the power, and the glozy, foz ever. 


amen, 


Tus was ; compogd Wy oy 
JEsus, the Teacher of his Church 0 


who beſt knew his N s Mind an 
their . 
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Ur Father which art in hea⸗ 
ven, hallowed be thy Name. 


115 


207 


2 4D 


„ 


— n * [Bf 


—— — — —— q — 2 — — 
_ « 


N - r. — 92 
N — vf _ 
— — — — — — — a " — 
© * "2 a — — 
0 r We IS 
.. "> age — 
—_—— 


— — — 4 ack te om. N MD. 8 n 4: 
208 Advice to a DAUGHTER: 


20 1 
2 —— ö—EͤP 2 5 * 
* 


—— 


I᷑r's a Directory or Form for general 
Uſe; and comprehends the Worſhip and 
rvice we We to Gov, and the Bleſ- 
ſings we need from Him: And was the 
Author. and Matter duly conſider'd, the 
Miſtakes, as to the Uſe, would be re- 
ctify d. 


Mat. vis. THIS is certain, our SAVIOUR en- 

Luk. xi-2- joigs it as a Pattern or Rule, to which 

all our Prayers muſt ſute. And moſt 

ſure, the Matter and Manner how we 

pray is much more than the Form. And 

alſo this compendious Set of Words is 

very proper to cloſe or ſumm up our 
Prayers ; and to ſupply in the General, 

what might be wanting in our particu- 

lar Requeſts. Whenever therefore we 
addreſs to the Bleſſed Go p, we muſt 
remember, ©2017 0 


I. TyaT our LORD IESUus by his 
atoning meritorious Sacrifice, ur'd 
us this Liberty: He by his Spirit gives 
us the Diſpoſition, and mediates at Gop's 

Right Hand for our Acceptance and Au- 
dience. 


IT. Whenever we requeſt of Go D 2 
Grant of Covenant-Mercies, we yy 
citiy 
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citly lay our ſelves under Obligations to 
the Conditions annexed. Grace from 

Go; and Duty from us, are inſepara- 
ble by the New Covenant j and with a 
due Regard to theſe two Things, we 
may be humbly bold to fa, 
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Oar Father which art in Heaven. 
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To have right Conceptions of the Be. 
ing and Perſections of G o o, is eſſential 
to true, regular, ſpiritual and acceptable 
Worſhip. This is the very Liſe and Soul 
of Religion; and the Foundation of that 
Fear, Love, Reſignation and Subjection 
we profeſs, and ought to be impreſs d 
with, when we addreſs to Him 
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A Relation the moſt endearing and 
encouraging; and that Title here in- 
tends Go d, as eſſentially conſider'd, in- 
cluding the Bleſſed Trinity of Father, Son 
and Holy Ghoſt, to whom belong all the 
Divine Perfections; and from whom 
their Operations jointly (in ſome Senſe) 
proceed ; and the Priority of Order, and 
Oneneſs of Nature is declar'd in Seri- 
pture, which is the Rule of our Faith. 
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Bu I here'the Father, as the Foun- 
tain in the Trinity is namd ; He is ſtibd 
the Father of our Spirits, alſo the Father 
of our Lord: IESuS CHRIS, Whom 
He ſent” to redeem a loſt World, which 
was the higheſt Inſtance of 1 Af. 


ſection to it. 


| penitent Believers He is a 
Father by Adoption and Regeneration, 
which is a nearer Union (through JE 
sus CH&15$T) than the other of Cre. 
an or common Providence. 410610 


Hi an in Müden 
| Go v is Omnipreſent in all Platts: 


In Heaven is his moſt Glorious Throne 
and Retinue. There He is manifeſt in a 
more reſplendent Manner ; yet humbles 
Himſelf to behold and ſupply the indi- 
gent ſinſul Dwellers upon Earth. © 


> 


Trek EFO'R E as Gobp is in one ot 
another Senſe the Father of All, andlis 
both able and ready to help; every: One 


in all Cafes, and at all Times, is 28 


He has a 


well encourag'd as oblig?d, to offer up 
humble Supplications; and, in the way 
ted, ſeek and Wait a ſuita- 
ble Return. It's a reviving Thongs 

that 


ee 


Advice % % DAUGHTER. 
that all our Deſires and Wants are ob- 


vious to his All-keing Rye, and within 
the Reach of his Almighty Arm. And 


we ſhould above all, endeavour, to have 
him Our Father through Issus CUxIsT 


in the fulleſt Senſe; that of the Goſpel- 


Covenant; which inveſts us in the belt 
Bleflings, even himſelf and his Grace in 
a peculiar Mapner. 


AG ain, the Word Or, reminds and 
inſtructs us, That this Prayer was chiefs 
ly coleylated for publick Uſe; at leaſt, 
that we. thauld bear that univerſal Re- 
gard for Mankind who are all of the 
{ame Species, and brought into Being b 
one Father, the Creator of the World. 
And therefore to hate or injure any, is a 
Breach upon our Natures, as well as a 
Diſobedience to our common. Parent, 
by whom we are ſtrictly enjoin'd ta 
love and do good to all, eſpecially the 
Houſhold of Faith, as they are under 
the ſame Covenant or Goſpel Conſtitu- 
tion, and have the fame. Qbligations, 
Grants and Hopes. 11 
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Taus much prefatory to this Prayer : 


The Petitiqns are, 
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I. Hallowed be thy Name. 
? G E. i 5 1 © 
b 4+ 1 1 - - * Ll 8 13 


Bx which we teſtify an Admiration 
of the Divine Being and Perſections, 
and fignify we defire to conform 
and act agreeably. GO p's Name is 
Himſelf, as diſcover'd; and to hallow 
or ſanctify Him, is as the firſt Com- 
mandment requires, Jo have no other God, 
but to chooſe and confide in, and obey 
Him with our whole Hearts, making 
his Word our Rule, and his Glory the 
prevailing End: This Principle conſti- 
tutes Actions formally Religious. 


Fox this End Go p made us; and 
the Change of it to the Creature and 
our Selves, doth beyond all fallacious 
ſubtle Arguments to the —_— prove 

oe» | reſſion, 
and a deſerv'd Liableneſs to ſuffer ac- 
cordingly. 1 
And: whenever by Grace this innate 
Diſorder is rectify'd, we ſhall be brought 
(ſo far as regenerate) to Go D as our 
Centre; His Glory, or the Hallowing his 
Name, will be chief in Endeavour and 
Aim, and ſuch will place their Happi- 


| neſs in his Favour, not in earthly En- 


joyments; 


ko 


Advice to a DAUGHTER. 


joyments ; and upon a due Reflection, 
ſuch a Temper, and Courſe, and End, is 
the only Way to fence againſt all Evil. 


Tuts devolving our ſelves on Go p, 


and reſolving to promote (as we can) 


his Honour, leaving our Concerns to 
him, does undoubtedly intitle us to ma- 
ny Promiſes: His Perfections, his Provi- 
dence is engag'd to render every Occur- 
rence eventually ( tho? not preſently ) 
Good to us. i 


TrosE are the ſelf-denying Chriſti- 
ans, who covet not their own, ſo much 
as Go p's Praiſe; and yet aſpire at no 
meaner an End, than by Glorifying Gop 
to Enjoy him for Ever. s 


On happy Temper! Nothing leſs or 
beſides, can” make- our Motions regular 
and ſteady, or our Peace ſtable or ſe- 
cure, in a mutable wicked World. 


Bu x ſo far as our Wills center in 
G o p's' Honour, our Expectations can't 
be fruſtrated ; becauſe He will accom- 
pliſh his own Will, how-gloomy ſo ever 
his Providence appears to us. 
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ſons and Things to ſtoop 


—— rms moan —— — ͤ — 


Laute t0 4 ENTITY 


4 


Fl m Kb, rome. 


Goy's ſupream Pow- 


e exerted and mani- 
ſpoſe all Per- 


to the Re- 
deemer's Kisgdom which He admini. 
fters externally by His Laws and Mini 
ſterial Inſtitutions, and internally . his 


Spirit. 


Max his Goſpel, his Spirit and Do 
minion, be every 2 diffuſed and 
proſpered, to effect an entire Conqueſt 
over Sin, Satan, and wicked Men. May 
Sinners de converted, Believers con. 
firmed, and the Kingdom of Gloty 
haſten'd. | 


Man time, may evil Spirits be re- 


Tu AT is, ma 
er and Wiſdom 


feſted more and more, to di 


ſtrain'd, CARRIS 1s faithful Followers 


have Patience, Zeal, and Courage, fe. 


gularly to oppoſe his Enemies, and Wait 
and rejoyce in hope of His laſt and glo- 


rious Appearance, to put an end to this 


confuſed corrupted State, and to ulthe 


in his Kingdom in the moſt — 


henſive Senſe and Meaning of this 


tion. 
N 0 TE, 


Ez 10 4 2 AUG HTE k. 215 
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Norz, Whes we * we 
our own readineſs my is Subjects, 15 
and ſincerely ta obey and follow my to our 
Power forward the Petition above, in 
ing in 4s far as we can W others to 
ſerve him. 


III. Thy Wi be don as Earth 6 it 
N in Htaven. 


Ho w obvious is the Harmony and 
Connection; that ſince we have before 
profeſſed Go Relation to us as a Fa- 
ther, we ſhould as Children, ſanctify 
His Name, promote His Kingdom, and 
do His Will with utmoſt Sincerity and 
Alacrity! From which obſerve, that as to 
the Will of his Counſel, viz, What ſhall 
come upon us, we are concerned only to 
pray, for ſuitable Grace to receive 
cither Proſperity or Adverſity, as He has 
allotted for us; and toown and adore 
that Righteouſneſs, Wiſdom, and Good- 
neſs that are conſpicuous in all his Provi- 


dential Diſpenſations. 


Bur for his revealed Will, by wa 
of Rule and Command, that He has 
ven us to act by, and we are under t 


P 4 ſtrongeſt 


hn. 
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"ſtrongeſt Tyes to worſe approve, and 
Pons, it. . IN | F N 
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By this Petition we 2055 interpretative. 
ly renounce our own Wills and Intereſts, 


as they interfere with Gos, 


Ax p (if ſincere in this Requeſt) pro 
feſs Subject ion both to the comman 
and es Will of our Heavenly Fa 
ther, TOR rw ol it 8 inferr'd, 


Fi 
1 


v1? TEE Owe fincereh obey is GB 


mands, we can't with Patience bear his 
Rebukes; the one will lead to the other. 
It's active Obedience that” fits for and 
carries us on to Paſſive Obedience: Cer: 
tainly if we do our Duties; we ſhall 
have both Strength to bear, and nn 
5 our Croſſes. * 2 


2. The want of bart apifori Re | 
gard to What Go p requires, together 


with due Uſe of what He beſtows, is the 


Spring and Riſe of all Soul-oppreſſing 
Diquietude. And. as a Cure, 


. Lazou n only for Reſt in Gov 


chrough Jesus Crnrist, whoſe Grace 


is ſufficient to teach aud enable both 
hoy 'to abound and how to want, This 


Advice 10 4 DiucnTE 8 


a 8 


and true Chriſtian Contentment is leatnt 
from n . no other. | 


——_— 
= Ry 
a 


IV. Give Ll 5 this Dy car dei Bread... 


TAE Word Bread includes all the 
8 Bleſſings of Life, in ſuch kind and mea- 

pro- ſure as beſt fits the Body to ſerve the 

ding Soul, and both to ſerve A | | 


Note, W E are daily to pray, and by 
uſing honeſt Endeavours, depend upon 
divine Providence for neceſſary Supplies; 
avoiding Idleneſs on the one hand, and 
diſtracting Cares on the other : A being 
over ſollicitous for Futurity, a coveting to 
be rich, as well as a laviſh improvident 
T emper, is check'd by this Petition; 

and a benevolent Carriage to the Poor, 
and an entire Dependence on an All-ſuf- 
ficient God, are imply d in it; which is 
a Frame of Spirit that ſweetens outward 
Enjoyments, and brings a Bleſſing upon 


them. 


V. Forgive « us our ir 4 ſſes. 


vl GreEAT Sinners we are; we brought 
cM a Taint and Curſe with us into the 
th World, which rendred us morally un- 
Is capable « either to obey or * GOD: 
ue and 


— —_ 
m 


218 - Advice ta a DAUGHTER, 
And being by Nature and Practiſe Re. 
bels and Enemies, we were under the 
Curſe; but by the Grace of our offended 
Sovereign, we have the Overture of Sal. I 
vation by the Redemption of IESuus 
Cunts r, who has merited Pardon 
in the fulleſt Senſe and Latitude; and 
formed this Petition for us humbly to 
offer up to his Father, which is a very 
encouraging Conſideration to One that 
ſerls the Burden, and ſees the Evil of 
His many Sins. The Faith and Hope of 
a Penitent is ftrengthen'd, by being en- 
Ih | join d or commanded by his Lord IEsus 
LY | to ask a Pardon, which we daily need; 
194 and in which is comprehended all ſpiri- 
VF | tual Bleſſings ; Juſtificatian, Sancłificati- 
on, Adoption and Eternal Glory. 


Axd in this Petition, Repentance and 
Faith, tho not 'mention'd, are imply d 
and profeſs'd, and muſt be ſincerely ex- 
= the before we can receive Forgive 
NEIS. „ 


AN tho' the Name of CHRIST is 

not mention'd in this Prayer, yet we 

fg have no Foundation of Faith to be heard, 
but through His Name, which is truly 

us'd when we eye his Will for Matter, 

and his meritorious Mediation for Acce - 

| FO ptance. 


Set” AA. See ve. A „ — — 2 —h * 


Advice to a DAUGHTER. 
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ance. The Mention of His Name was 
ot till His Aſcenſion; and this Form 
was compoſed long before. Thus much 
or the firſt part, forgive us. The ſecond 
s, As we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 


Us, 


CERTAINLY a due Senſe of our own 
Offences againſt Go p, will produce a 
readineſs to pardon others Injuries to us; 
The contrary Spirit in one Criminal a- 
gainſt another, muſt needs affront the 
Clemency, and provoke the Juſtice of the 
Great Cxxxa'ror and Loxp of all. In 
ſhort, to forgive and not revenge Inju- 
ries done to us, fo far as maintains the 
Tranquillity and Peace of Communities, 
and wellare of every Relation, is our 
4 Duty ; and even to our Enemies, on fit 
F Occaſions, to give as well as forgive, in 

Obedience to his Command, and Imitati- 
on of his Example, who commended 

his Love to us while we were notorious 
Offenders. 5 


VI. And lead us not into Temptation, 
but deliver us from Evil: 


Berors, we ask'd for Pardon of Sins; 
here againſt the Dominion of Sin, which 
is the evil Thing: Alſo againſt the Tem- 
ptations 


„„ alk 


— ꝗ—ä— — — 0 
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ptations of the eyil One the Devil. Nay, 

herein is comprehended the many Tem. 

tions and Sufferings we are liable to 

n the World. ow cg fit acts 


Trey are fitly calld Trials or Tem. 8 
ptations, * vi 


Wu n the Bleſſed G op. tryed the 
Faith of Abraham, it's ſaid, He tempted - 


. CerTainLyY it is oppoſite to Divine IP 

Purity and Goodneſs to infuſe, ſollicit, 

or excite to Evil; that's the Devils 
Work; but Go 6 may withdraw his Wt 

Influence, ſend: his Rod either to try our Il v 
Grace, or check and puniſh our Sin; Wl 
nay, He ra. permit the wicked One 

ſorely to buffet and perplex us. 


Nel That if Go p ſees good to afflict, Wt 
e wou'd pleaſe to ſuſtain, inſtruct and 
refine us thereby : And if Satan, wicked 
Men, or our ſelves tempt, that theſe 
may be. under. Divine Reſtraints and 
Conduct, that we be not enſnar'd or 
overcome; but it's our Duty, and we 
all need both to watch and pray. It's 
true, the Devil may tempt, he can't force 

"ET to 


Tuts conſider'd, we in this Petition MW! 


— AY 
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= but that Evil being natural and 
tabitual, Bas the Force of a Law with- 
in us, is impetuous and undaunted; and 


oppoſes dür Subjection to the Law of. 


G o p or right Reaſon; which made 


8 Paul utter that . in 11 


vil, 23. A n 


Ts Bart Figs! Self we els 
deny, and, conteſt and war againſt, by 


all thoſe Methods the Word of Go p di- 


rets : And to conclude this TR 


Petition, learn 0 Of 


18 Tt ul ft Afr 10 8 3 4 De 


— 


1. Wik x the great 60 D Ame 
Wo correQs to reform us, endeayour 
we to be found in a' be El 
fure, as was holy Job, chap. i. 24; 


WII E N Satan ſollicits by: the 
my of ſenſible Objects ro enſnare 
Fancy, or ſeduce Judgment, and ſo gain 
the Will; yet let us Took to J ESus, 
and in his Strength reſiſt. Let us plead 
His Merits, beg His Spirit, urge his 
\uthoritarive ord, and thoſe Obliga- 
tions upon our ſelves, and that wicked 
One will depart; for tho? he is a crafty, 
malicious, powerful Enemy, he is alſo a 
conquered One. | 


To 


I oC ͤ—0—ʃ 
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3. To prevent the World's Aſaults 


fhun the bad; and chooſe the beſt Com. 
pany : Let Temporal, Spiritual and E. 
ternal Goods and Evils be duly. weighed ll 
and eſtimated: Let vs conſult. the Word 
of Go d, the Author of our Being, who 
alone can render us Happy, or ballance * 


the Proffers ofthe World, Fleſh or Devil. 


4. AN p then as to Sin, the worſt of fl 
Evils, and Self the moſt formidable Ee. 
_ Look to the Omnipotent Spirit to 
ſubdue the one, and purify and adorn 
the other. Thus much for the petitic- 
nary Part of this Prayer: And if we are 
ſenſible of the Bleſſings contain'd, we 
ſhall conclude with this Doxology, T 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, be Ringdon, 
Power and Glory for ever. Amen. 
10 TIIs is an Acknowledgment of God 
rpetual, unalienable Right, and his be- 
nigh Government over all Perſons and 
5 


ings. And therefore we proſeſs ſincere. 
to adore him as All- ſufficient, Mercitul 
and Gracious to anſwer Prayers, ſupp 
ants, and fill our Deſires; And 
ſumm, to make us perfectly Happy, 
that for ever. | 35 
And 


Advice t0'8 DauGHTER 2299 


And by Kying Ancs te 
W x teſt 8 
e e and we 


intimate, That whatever others do, we 
for our Part have faid unto the Lo x D 
Jehovah, Thou art the portion of my Soul; 
therefore living and aying I will hope, and , 
Everlaſting will rejoice in, and praiſe thy 
wands s x, "TYNIACYY 
K t ” AQ 
Trrs ür brief for the Lo n 5 Pray- 
er. As to the Duty of Prayer, you know 
it's a Natural, as well as Inſtituted Part 
of Wort : And when the Object we 
pray to, che Matters 7 and our own In- 
digency, are th , this will a 
pear a andrer ng merciful Grant 
6 p, and higheft Privilege to us. 155 
indeed a Work of the Heart, rather than 
the Invention, or Tongue; and what 
that ſuitable Frame is, the Duty itſelf 
will dictate. | = 


I Cont th v2 with Mr. * 
Memento, vic. That Pr wo 

« ther make us leave off Sinning, dr 

1 Sinning to leave off Praying. 
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CONCLUSION 


Ava N e to ky 
N Baptiſmal Engagements 
fore you, and —— the Re- 
= A. newalof them at the Loxo's 
rr ER, I now offer ſome Remarks up- 
on Sacraments in general, and of the Eu- 
chariſt in particular, to e and 1 
in this Duty. 


Many Freatifes a are extant on this 
Subject ; and was the Nature of a Sacra- 
ment better underſtood, the Neglect and 
Abuſe wou'd j in a great wean * re- 
Qify'd. 5 


1 Turn 


mongſt themſelves. 


Rb 
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I. THEN as to the material Parts; 
they are not Natural but inſtituted Signs, 
poſitive. and changeable; and receive 
their Authority, Vertue and Efficacy from 
GOoD nen or tte 0. gu. 
II. Ins1n1 TE Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
has, in all Ages, ſet a-part ſome few ſigni - 
ficant ſolemn Ceremonies, or Rites, be- 
tween: Gp and his People, declara- 
tive of his Mind, to convey his Fa- 
vour to them, and expreſs at the ſame 
Time their. Obligations and Devotions 
to Him. ee 


Suc a Condeſcenſion ſuits our Com- 
poſition. We have Bodies as well as 
Souls: Therefore viſible ſenſible Objects 
impreſs the Fancy, that affects the Mind, 
and both influence the Actions. 


III. TARESE antient Rites were a 
Badge to diſtinguiſh the Church of Gop 
from the World of Heathens and Infi- 
dels; and to cement and unite the Mem- 
bers of it one to another. Thus the I/ 
raelites feaſted upon part of the Peace- 
Offerings, in Token of Conſederacy and 
Fellowſhip with Go o, and of Unity a- 


2 IV. IT 


(or New Teſtament) Conſtitution, muſt 


ws San... 4 


IV. II was with theſe and other im- 
portant Views, that our Bleſſed Lo x 5 
Jzsus (who never favoured Innovati- 
ons in Religion) enjoyn'd Baptiſm and 
the Lord's- Supper to ſuperſede Circum- 
ciſion and the Paſſover. Himſelf con- 
form?*d to both; thereby giving them 
an Honourable Diſmiſſion, as they were 
of Divine Appointment, and the Sha- 
dow of good things to come; as was al- 
ſo the 'Levitical Prieſthood and Sacrifices 
'ypical of CHRIS, the great Prop 


tiation. 


Bu r now He, our Paſſover, is ſa 
erificd for us, the whole Jewiſb Diſpen- 
fation is abr , and another more 
mild and fpiritual introduc'd: 


A > it is the peculiar Excellenty of 
the Chriſtian Religion, that it declares 


and agrees with the Perſections of Gop, 


and reaches and improves the Gapa- 
cities, and promotes the Happineſs of 


+ 


Oux Jx sus'then being the Purcha- 


fer and Mediator of the New Covenant 


have 


WO 


1 rye WILL * "F 1 Derne | þ ; 0 ( 
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have a Right to ev thin belongin 
to this Ri iy l F 5 


TAE Offices and Ordinances muſt 
be ſtamp'd with his Sanction and Au- 
thority, to eſtabliſh and render them 
valid, for His Honour and His Churches 
Benefit ; accordingly (as Lo p and 
Head) he has inſtituted a ſtanding Mi- 
niſtry: And (as his Ambaſſadors and 
Stewards) 108 them in Charge the 
Overtures of Peace, and Seals of the 
Covenant ; what to teach, and how and 


to whom to diſpenſe theſe Sacred Rites Marth. 
of Baptiſm and the Lord's-Supper ; which xxviii. | 


are, 


V. OuTwARD viſible Gig ns of Find 
and ſpiritual Grace : Theſe bear Analos 
g = Circumciſion and wy Paſſover, 
And | 


VI. Axe fitly adapted; yet che Sig | 
nification and Uſe is by Cx x1sT Him- 
ſelf put upon, not in them; his Inſti- 
tution makes a relative, not an inherent 
Change. 


As the Brazen Serpent upon the Pole 
was nevertheleſs Braſs, the Uſe and Of- 
Q 2 * 
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Bread and Wine in the Euchariſt, hath 


fice, not the Subſtance, chang'd: And 
ſo the Wax to a Conveyance retains its 
Nature; but as fix'd to that Inſtrument. 
conſers a Right; and the Party that re, 
ceives it 15 inveſted in whatever is there- 
in ſpecify'd and contain'd. And thus 
the relation that Water in Baptiſm, and 


to the Uſes appointed by CHRIS 7, 
makes them obligatory; and beneficial 


to Us. | 


VII. Note, HE R E is no Pomp or 
Oſtentation: The Figures are mean in 


the Sacraments ; but the Things ſigni- 


fy'd glorious: Therefore it is, that as 
Faith in the Being and Bounty of Gov 
is neceſſary to fix us in Religion; ſo to 
carry us through the various Duties of 
it. Go pꝰs 3 are the Rule of 
Commerce with his Creatures ; and as 
his Word of Command warrants the 
Service, ſo his Word of Promiſe is the 
Encouragement : The obeying the one, 


5s an Expectation of the other; for 


e only accepts and rewards what he 


requires; and his Preſence will attend 
his own Appointments in Worſhip, not 


* 


thoſe of our Deviſing. 
25 VIII. And 
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VIII. And laſtly, IN - Sacraments' 
We muſt obſerve the Reſemblances and 
Similitude between the Signs and Things 
ſignify*d, and view them in their Sym- 
bolical Uſe, as Inſtruments and exhibi- 
tive Conveyances of Divine Favour: 
And thus, in reſpect to the Lord's Sup- 
per, the Bread and Wine is to be ey'd 
and us'd for the Ends, and in the Way 
Cax1sT has ordain'd; This makes it a Sa- 
crament, and a due Obſervation makes a 
worthy Communicant. The Elements, 
the Actions, the Form, will direct and 
aſſiſt to a becoming Participation. 


For the firſt, As to the Bread 
and Wine, the one is the moſt common 
wholeſome neceſſary Food; the other 
the richeſt moſt reviving Drink to the 
Bodily. Life; and fo the Lord IESuus 
His Fleſh and Blood procur'd the Hap- 
pineſs of Souls, and if fed upon by Faith, 
does nouriſh and ſtrengthen them. | 


TRE Actions were, He took and ſet 
apart theſe from a common to a Sacra- 
mental Uſe; ſo did the Father conſe- 
crate and ſet Him apart to the Office of 
Mediator: And as He bleſſed the Ele- 
ments, ſo was He by His Father pro- 


Q 3 ſ1 per'd 


; Mar. xxvi. 
; 26, 27, 28, 


ad ile. At —_ *— 
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* 


ſper'd and bleſt in this his Modiatonnal 
Undertaking. He alſo broke the Bread 


in pieces, and pour'd out the Wine into 


the Cup, to repreſent His being wound. 
ed and bruiſed, and ſhedding his Blood; 
pouring out his Soul unto Death: And 
as his Fleſh-and Blood, fo his Soul and 
Body were ſeparated, as here the Bread 
1 from the Wine, 


Ad Alx, The Diſtribution of theſe 
amongſt the Diſciples, ſignifies the Fel- 
lowſhip and Communion all his Mem- 


bers have with Him, and muſt have 


one with another; that as they are uni- 
ted in CHRIST (their Head) they are 
jointly to endeavour the common Good 
of his Body, the Church: Otherwiſe 
they are but nominal, not his real 
Members. 


AND now as to the Form of Words, 
our Lord Jzsus in giving the Bread 
ſaid, Take, eat; this is my Body, ' which is 


Mark xiv. given, or broken, fe or Jou: This do in re- 


2223,24. 
Luk. xxii. 
18, 19, 20. 


.membrance of me, And after the fame 
manner, He took the Cup and gave it 10 
them, ſaying, Drink ye all of it; for this i 
my Blood of. the new Teſtament, or the nem 


Teſtament in my Blood, which is ſhed for 


many for the remiſſion 17 Sins. 


Tuns 
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; TAG tor the islands, * 
Charge, and the Ends. 


I. IN che rſt it is — — the Bread 
and Wine is call'd the Body and Blood 


of CHRIST, in the Senſe that wy Lamb 


was call'd the Faſſover. 5 
II. THAT as he is vroſene im M 


morative Sacramental Repreſentation; 


ſo he conveys a Vertue correſpondent t 
his own ene 1 | 


III. 4 1 1 the precedent Acton, hik 
Taking, Breaking, Bleſſing and Giving 
the Bread and Wine, are to excite and 
confirm our Faith, and to embolden to 
a cloſe and proper Application to our 
ſelves: Here CHRIST makes Himſelf 
ours by Gift ; we are to make him ours 
by Faith, | 


IV. Ir is to beobferv'd, that our Lox p 
is here repreſented as Crucify'd (as it 
were in Effigie :) And His State of Hu- 
miliation, Suffering, and Dying, is pri- 
marily ſet forth in this Sacrament; and in 
theſe Reſpects we are principally to view 
Him : His Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, and 
Interceſſion, are to be regarded as conſe- 
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ſufficient for us: 


Heb. IX. 


12. 


1 Cor. xv. 
14, 17. 
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to his Death, from which theſe Acts 
receive their Validity and Force: 


HIS obedient Death is the meritori- 
ous Cauſe of our Juſtification, Sanctifi- 
cation, and Glorification: His Reſurre- 
tion is the Publick Evidence, that his 
Atonement was pleaſing to Go p, and 
And then His Inter: 
ceſſion in Heaven, is but a Repreſenta- 
tion of the Worth and Merit of His Sa- 
criſice. So that by the Breaking of the 
Bread, and Pouring out the Wine, our 
Lo xp intended to repreſent His Body 
and Blood as ſeparated, and Himſelf in 
His dead, not His gloriſy'd State. Ne- 
vertheleſs, his Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, 
and Coming in Glory at tlie End of the 
World, are thankſully to be remembred, 


as the Foundation of our Hope and Mat- 


ter of Joy at this Solemnity. Had He 
not Riſen from the Grave, our Faith 
had been vain, we had been yet in our 


Sins 175 


i 


V. Taxes things conſider'd, are not 


the Popiſh Doctrines of Tranſubſtantia- 
tion, and of CHRIS 1's real corporeal 
Preſence, as abſurd as theirs in the 6® 
Chapter of St John, when our Lo xo 
ſaid he was the Bread which came _— 
TH 3 ed 
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Heaven, and that by eating His Fleſh, 

and drinking his Blood, they ſhould 

live eternally? by which he figura- 

tively ſets 'forth the inward operative, 
Reception of his Perſon and Dottrines. 

And that his Word diffuſing the 
energy through the - leading Powers 

of the Soul (by his - invigorating 
influences) is Spirit and Life, and be- John vi. 
comes part of their Nature, as Food by 3. 


good Digeſtion turns to Fleſh and Blood. 


This is abſolutely neceſſary to eternal 

Life, which no external Action can pro- 

duce: Nor is our Sacramental Feeding 

of the like Importance. However, as 

thoſe Hearers and Nicodemus in the John iii. 
Matter of Regeneration, underſtood 


 Carist in a literal, carnal Senſe; fo 


does the Rowiſh Church theſe Words, 
This is my Body and Blood: Which is op- 
polite to Scripture, Reaſon'and Senſe; 
nay, the very Nature of a Sacrament. * 


It's true, the Phraſe This is my Boay, 
is Empharical, and implyeth more than 
2 Reſemblance and Signification : Go p 
doth not offer bare Signs; but the Things 


ſignify'd with the Signs, If then the 


Bread and Wine be tranſubſtantiated 
into the Thing ſignified, there is no Sign, 
conſequently no Sacrament. CHR ST 
| then 


id 


* 1 -a * r 
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then is not in the Elements; they exhi- 
bit, not contain Him under them, or 
the Grace he gives by or with them; 
yet is he ſpiritually preſent with the 
worthy Communicant : But as for the 
Bread and Wine, they are the ſame al. 
ter, as before Conſecration, in regard 
of their Nature, not their Uſe, Dignity, 
and Efficacy, becauſe by Cu x15 T's Ap- 
pointment they ſymbolically Repreſent 
His Body and Blood; and are Inſtru- 
mental Means to convey the greateſt 
Bleſſings Go p can give, or we receive, 
or, as Our Lox D expreſſes, The New 
Teſt ament in His Blood, ny 


N o w for. its Excellency , and Per- 
petuity, in Oppoſition to that made with 
the I/rae/ites; which was to determine, 
and as to the Form of Adminiſtration 
is paſs'd away; the New Teſtament 
Covenant hath the Blood of CHRIST 
for the Sanction of it, as everlaſt- 
ing, well order'd and ſure, And in 
this Sacrament the Cup preſents it, as 
Ratify'd in his Blood, and is the Seal, 
but not the New Teſtament it ſelf; as the 
Bread is the Sign, and the Seal, but not 

the Body it felt. This muſt be carefully 
diltinguiſh'd. Indeed the Doctrines, Pre- 
eps, Promiſes, and Threatnings, 1 
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the appendages to the Evangelical Diſ- 
penſation ate all comprehended in this 
Sentence; The New Teſtament in, or which 
He obtain'd by His precious Blood ; 
and the Night before He Suffer'd, SeaPd, 
Declar'd and Deliver'd, as His laſt Will 
and Teſtament ; by theſe Signs of Bread 


and Wine to His Diſciples; as Witneſ- 


ſes and Gueſts at this Solemnity; and 
alſo the Repreſentatives and Planters 
of the Chriftian Church. 


Nov this Will and Teſtament con- 
tains Legacies devis'd, and Conditions 
annex d. And as our Lok D ueaths 
Remiſſion of Sins, His Spirit and Eter- 
nal Life: So likewiſe a competency ſor 
the Body, ſubject to His All- wiſe Pater- 
nal Diſcipline. N 


Ax p He Wills and Requires on our 


Part, Repentance, Faith, and filial Sub- 
jection and Obedience. | 


Bur then for our Comfort, He ex- 


preſly gives the Grace to qualify and en- 


able to the Duties He commands. And 
if the whole Contents be taken toge- 
ther (as they muſt be by a worthy Re- 
ceiver) the Wiſdom , Goodneſs, and 
Love of Gop and our RED EEMER, will 
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be conſpicuouſly: Glorious. And when 
reall Chriſtians eat this Bread, and drink: 
this Cup (as the Pledges of Divine Fa- 
vour) Faith will excite to the higheſt 
Acts of Love and Gratitude. Which 
anſwers the Charge and Ends of this 
Inſtitution. Do this in Remembrance $4 
18. 4 aur Lord. | 


Now this ; is a Commemorative and 
A Federal Rite. 


I. COMMEMORATIVE ; Not a bare 
Hiſtorical, but a Practical, molt affe- 

Dr. ue Ctionate Remembrance. The Lok p 8 
rex. Vol 4. (C SupPER is the Map of the Goſpel, all 
4 the Myſteries of Salvation are here 

«.abridg'd: The Royal Acts and Chro- 

& nicles of our Lord are not only re- 

“ corded in Scripture, but He has ere- 

« cted-this publick Monument, that 
they may be perpetually Remember'd 

0 by His Church.“ For His Death was 

His Victory, His Aſcenſion His Tri— 

umph over His and their Enemies. 

Here alſo let us think of His ſecond Ap- 


pearance, and be quicken'd to rin 
and Wait for it. 


AGAIN, we Bu call to Mind the 
Dignity of our Saviour (as the Son of 
Go 


1 
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Goo) His Condeſcenſion to dwell in 
our -. Fleſh, and endure Pain and 
Sorrow: beyond all we can conceive; 
that he might deliver us from Divine 
Wrath, and procure for us immortal 
Glory. And ought not ſuch a Friend 
and Benefactor to have our Intenſeſt 
Love, and moſt firm Reſolves never to 
forget, but ſincerely. to ſhew forth: his 
Death 'till he comes, by a uniform, holy 


_ Converſation ? At this: Sacrament. we 


ſhew ir forth. ue 
I. TO G0 who gave his Son to Re- 


deem, and Save us. Let us adore the 


Juſtice and Holineſs of Gop in the Law; 
and His Goodneſs and Mercy in the 
Goſpel. Let us lay before him this new 
Covenant in his Son's Blood; who de- 
poſited his Merits in his Hands. There 
tore may we humbly ask the Legacies 
therein bequeath'd . my Son as His 
eh; | 


And whar'o one — as to this Ordi- Charneck. 


nance, is very incouraging, (vz.) that 


Ait is the Counter- part on Earthofwhat 


* our JESu $15 urging. with his Fa- 
ther in Heaven on our behalf, there- 
* fore this is the fitteſt Seaſon to pour 


as * out our Deſires to our Gop and Father. 
II. WE 


EY 


* v7 
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II. Ws ſhew forth Carr's Death 
to ourſelves, when by Faith in the clear. 
eſt view of the Holineſs of Gop and our 
own finfulneſs and unworthineſs, we 
can rejoyce in the Sufficiency, Accept- 
ableneſs, and Efficacy of his Death, for 
the Salvation of Sinners, of whom we 
are chief (in our own Thoughts.) But 
when we look on him whom our Sins 
| and . Weep and Mourn, 
ſo we believe and hope. In ſhort, what 
we ſee here ſhould imbitter Sin, and en- 
dear a Saviour; fortify 
tations of all forts, from World, Fleſh; 
and Devil. For our Lo x p hath con- 
quer'd them for us. 


AN p III. We profeſledly 
Men, that we embark our Souls and 
our Concerns and Hopes in a Cruci- 
fy'd JIxs us, by his Grace we will and 
eſpouſe his Cauſe and Intereſt; And 
Fight under his Ba 
12 
8 


have pierc'd, 


End. 


Tris is hat Remembrance ( in 
ought always to have 
of the Loxp Jzesus, but more 
eſpecially when we a 
at His Table. For 


againſt Temp- 


nner to our Lives 


part) which 
ppear before Him 


2—— 


UAE 
ſhew to 
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II. HERE is a federal or mutual Sti- 
pulation, as may be gather'd from thoſe 
Words at the giving of the Cup (the New 
Teſtament in my Blood) and our Drinks 
ing it in remembrance of him : So that 
this Eating and Drinking are facred 
Acts; as when the Jſraelites feaſted 
before the Loxp, in Token of Friend- 
ſhip and Confederacy. Here we re- 
ceive invaluable Gifts, all the Benefits 
of our Lox D's Paſſion and Death, the 
Merit of which is the Foundation of our 
Righteouſneſs,Peace, and hope of Victory 
and Glory. And therefore we mult a 
freſh devote our intire ſelves according 
to the Tenor of the Covenant into 
which by Baptiſm we were Initiated, 
which in the Lord's-Supper is to be re- 


new'd. Let us then remember, That as 


the great Thingsofthe Chriſtian Religion 
are comprehended under the diſtinct 
Agency of Father Son and Holy Ghoſt; 
in the bringing about our Salvation ; 
ſo our Sacramental Vows have a direct 
Reference to this Glorious Frinity as 


to the Grace beſtow'd upon us, and 


the Homage and Duty requir'd of us. 


Ax p as Sacraments ate in the Na- 
ture of a Religious Oath; We here 
| | Sweat 


nee 
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Swear Fealty and Allegiance to the 


Loxp Jerovan, which is a very awe 
ful Thought. Upon the whole, If the In. 


ſtitution be ſeriouſly weigh'd, its eaſy 


to judge who are the Subjects, and 
wliat the Qualifications, In 1 Cor. ii. St. 
Paul who was the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
and had a ſpecial Revelation from Ixsus 
CARIST, had with Reference to the 
Loxp's-Supper, . what he deliver'd to 
that Church to be handed down to be 
a ſtanding Ordinance in ſucceeding Ages. 
He there relates the Form and Ends, 
and adds Cautions about it, v. 26, 2), 
28, 29. And Note, as to Worthy or Us- 
worthy, theſe are relative Terms, and 
refer to the Rule of the Action. Certainly 
there muſt be an Agreement and Re. 
ſemblance, though not a proportion to 


Divine Appointments,\ in Reſpect to 


the habitual and actual Temper, and 
Diſpoſition of our Souls. And as to this oſ 
the Euchariſt it is neceſſary that we un- 
derſtand, and from the Heart approve, 
deſire and chooſe what theſe Signs ex- 
hibit and Seal. This conſtitutes habitu- 


al fitneſs, and we are actually fit as our 


Spirits ſuit the Objects and Ends; we 
know it's a Covenant tranſackion be- 


tween the bleſſed Go p and us: And 


the Conditions on our Part muſt be re- 
2 „ garded 
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garded. Now Faith is that vital Princi- 
ple, affording Life, Heat, and Motion to 
the New Creature ; and putsevery other 
Grace on its proper Exerciſe. And s 

IT's by Believing that we Sorrow 
after a Godly ſort for Sin, that we — 
Joy, and Hope in Go p our Redeemer, 
and fixedly reſolve to deny Self, rake 
up His Croſs, and follow Him to our 


Lives End. | | | [94] 


Taks E are the productions of that 
Faith which is the Giſt and Operation of 
Go b, and that by which we can diſ- 
cern not only the Excellencies of Goſ- 
pel Truths, but the Things repreſent- 
ed by this Holy Rite. Faith diſcern the 
broken Body and Blood of CHRIST, 
through theſe Emblematical Signs of 
Bread and Wine, and feeds upon him 
tor Augmentation and Increaſe of Spi- 
ritual Strength 


WEN therefore we examine our 
ſelves, we muſt diftinguiih between the 
Eſſence and Degree, and the Strength 
and Vigour of Faith, and other Graces 
which are more in ſome than others; 
and in the ſame Perſons at ſome than 
at other Times. * | 
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u T the Being, the Habit, is abſo- 

dutely needful, and a due Exerdſe the 
Duty of a worthy Communicant. For 
this is a Feaſt purpoſely ordain'd for the 
hearty Friends and Diſciples, not the 
Enemies of the Bleſſed IE SU s. Such can 
have no Right (whilſt ſuch) to the Co- 
venant, conſequently not to the Seals. 
And as Food or Medicine can't Operate 
upon a dead Man, fo there is nothing 


belonging to this Inſtitution of CARS, 


that can ſuit a Perſon dead in Treſpaſſes 


„on as ſuch they are morally unca- 
pable as well as averſe to the Deſigns 
and Engagements of it. I know | 


ſome this is declar'd a Converting Ord 
nance ; (and-under that Notion I pre- 
ſume it is made a Civil Teſt) but upon 


the utmoſt ſearch I can't find any ſolid 
Ground, either from Scripture, or the 
Inſtitution itſelf, it's Aptitude or De- 
ſign, that ever Go p intended it, Or 
that we may Uſe it for that End. He 
can convert hy any, or without Means, 
but it becomes us ſinful Duſt and A ſhes, 
to regard and attend as he appoints, or 
we can't expect a Benefit, and are li- 
able to that Rebuke, Who hath required 
this at your Hands? It is the Word and 

| P raycr, 


243- 
Prayer, and {elf Reflection, together with 7 Cor. xi. 
other Duties, that are preſcrib'd as the 
ordinary Means of Converſion, and for 
the Fus of Faith; to the Loxp's 
Table we muſt bring it, or we ſhall 
Eat and Drink unworthily, and bring 
Guilt and Puniſhment upon! ourſelves, 


Object. Ie may be you'll ay, the Fesroſ 
this is the Cauſe of your Neglect; you 
dare not come, as not thinking your ſelf 
Worthy. * TD nog Ar 


I ANSWER, That a Senſe of Sinful- 
neſs and Unworthineſs, provided we 
abhor and lament the One, and ear neſt- 
ly pray and ſtrive to remove the Other, 
is the beſt Prepa rative we can bring with 
us. We mult ſee that we have broken 
and contrite Hearts, and the Faith of 
Adherence, tho we want that of Af 
ſurance, and our Gracious ' Redeemer 
will own and bleſs us. Take then the 
Apoſtles Advice, Examine or try, that . Cor. 
you may he approv'd PIES Whey ii. 
ther you be in a State of Nature or of 
Grace: What Operation the Word of 
Gop has had upon you, to open your 
Eyes, and to turn you from Sin, Self, 
and the World, to GO o and Curast, 
and Holineſs. And you muſt in parti- 

| R 2 cular 
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EXAMINATION: by the Rules given in 
Sur Bibles is a neceſfary and daily Duty. 
Self Inſpection and Recognition —.— 
we have been and done) agreeably to 
the Revelation of the Divine Will, is a 
o iece of Natural Religion. And it's be- 
the Dignity of our Beings, to 
lect to Schnee and accordingly paſs 
Sentence upon our Actions; ; therefore 
take theſe Directions, 
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wel 1. Dover enter upon it in a — 
| | diſmiſs your earthly Thoughts, that you 
may freely Commune with your own 
— or Dilcourto with your oo 
0 K. 11 . 2 tends to di 
ſtract in, or divert from the proper 
Matter, Uſe, or Improvement, of what 
— are Meditating upon, or Search: 
1 aſter: Never admit what's remote, 
8 Fe, may render” the Duty tedious wy 
. to 1 92 630 K 3 | 
III. B E 00; parti o your {elf of 
Wagen to any Sin, but ready and de- 
ſirous to ſearch, and know; whether — 
aten CHRIST Jesus by- Faith, or not. 
IV. Loox 


i 
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ods nuR. 00579) bag ee {i 291 
IV. Loox” up to Go the only 
ſearcher of Hearts: Beg His Spirit to di- 
rect and aſſiſt in this Important Work, 


* 


for without Him you'll neither find In- 


clination or Skill. 
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1IT's Heart-Employment; and in my 
Apprehenſion the moſt oppoſite to a cor. 
rupt Nature, and the moſt difficult to a re- 
new*'d one of any in the ordinary Courſe 
of the Chriſtian Life. We are proud 
Creatures, and to Arraign, Judge, and 
Sentence our: ſelves and actions, is diffi- 
cult; but it's an abſolutely neceſſary 
Duty to make us true Chriſtians as well 
as meet Communicants at this Supper of 


our Lox d. And moſt ſure, if we — 


to Judge ourſelves in order to reſorm, 


a Time is coming when Go p will do 


it to our Amazement and Deſtruction. 


B E you perſuaded then, without de- 
lay to know yourſelf; you'll find your Sins 
many, and evil Habits ſtrong, and the 
powers of Darkneſs crafty; but don't be 
diſheartenꝰd, humbly go to the Throne 
of Grace, there. breathe out your Charge 
againſt yourſelf to a Merciful G o b. 
Acquaint him with your preſent State 
and Temper, and for Jesus fake, crave 

needſul 


— 
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courage 
s both 
vpou welcome to His Table. 


Fon you are not fit to dye, or enter 
on an Eternal State, if habitually unfit 


toavoidSin, and a thankful, dependent, 
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needful Helps and Grace. And thus by 
cloſe Study on the Word of God, and 
Reflection upon yourkelf, together with 
conſtant Attendance on the ordi 
Means of Salvation, and a watchfulneſs 


and diligent Frame, you will have En- 
ment from a kind R deemer, who 
ready to prepare, and then bil 


I x the mean Time, take Care that 
you do not barr yourſelf by a prevalent 
regard to any Iniquity, being unwilling 
to mortify Sin, or let go an earthly, vain 
Mind: And be ſubject to the Will, as 
ever you expect the Favour of Go d. 
And as you value your Soul, reſt not a 
Moment, Adorin oly fal at the Feet of 
Jesus, crying, Lord if thou wilt thou canſ 
make me clean. 4 1 70 


N eee 
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and unqualify'd for the Lox p's- Supper; 
— * not yourſelf — any 
N or in flight Thoughts of thi 
Sacra mental Solemnity. And to prevent 
this conſider, m 


I. TAI 
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I. Tux Bleſſed Author, the Lo x D 
Tssus, and that at a Time, when Him- 
felf was in bitterneſs and ſore Amaze- 
ment, conflicting with the Wrath of the 
Mighty Gop, the Powers of Hell, and the 


Malice of Men, not of the unthinking 
Mobb, but the Heads and Rulers both | 
in Church and State, who Condemn'd and 
Deliver'd him to their Cruelty. Yet a- 
midſt all his own Sorrows, the Salvation 
and Comfort of our Souls lay neareſt 
his Heart, and he appointed - theſe To- 
kens by which we are to remember his 
Love, and ſo doing to expreſs our own, 


II. Tr1s is as poſitively and ex- 
preſly Commanded as any Duty in the 
Word of God; ſo that every Member 
of his Church is obligꝰd to attend him 
at his Table, and to do it frequently, 
and not to ſuffer the ordinary Affairs 
of Life to interrupt or prevent. It 
was his Dying Charge, that we ſhould 
do it in Remembrance of Him. 


III. The Prixileges are great, and as 
evident as theꝰ Duty, even the neareſt 
Acceſs to, and Intercourſe with Gon, 
and the higheſt Receits from him on 
this fide RU T noianbast 

EEE IV. You 


IV. Y ou u are not a Chriſtiag l 
you conſent to the Chriſtian Covenant, 
nor are you profeſſedly ſo, till you give 
ſuch open Evidence in the — yo 
Saviour Ju Cnxisr requires. 

8 T3 Erne ST 0 * 
ux ü. can't pleaſe” Gd norbe ac. 
cepted of Him, even in Moral Duties, 
riſt you are willing to obſerve what. 
ſoever your Lon p and Maſter Com- 
Mands, as 1 Bapteitn obliges. bin 


7 
""_ as 


VI. NOR will the Lords Supper en 
gage you to what was not — 
ly your * 8 that other early fo 
lemn Bond. 


Am. is it not a point of - Wit 
dom, where we ſtand already bound, to 
uſe all Means to ſecure the Performands 
eſpecially ſuch as a Gracious & o p ap- 
points, and will bleſs both to excite and 


enable us thereto 7 


VII. Convronn the Plea of Us 
fitneſs,for your Neglect of a Divine Com. 
mand, whilſt Sloth, Impenitency, and 
Unbelief are indalg'd, does but aggra- 
vate your Sin, and pour Contempt 
upon the Perſon and ae of your 


Redeemer. | 6) 
DUT..yv1 VIII. And 
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VIII. and Lafly, But if you ſincerely 
devote your whole Self to the Bleſſed 
»Gop, as by Baptiſm you are oblig'd, you 
are IntituPd to the Bleſſings of the Co- 
venant, and have a Right, to the Seals 1 
and ſhall be accepted: When ſuch who 
take the Seals, but refuſe or deſpiſe the 
Covenant, will be rejected, as contemn- 
ing the Subſtance, whilſt they honour 
the Shadow: And betray their Loxy, 
and Vilify his Inſtitutions with a Sym- 
bol of Love, as Judas did with a 
. Ki. 
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AGE 23. lin. 3. for mote read more. p. 53. I. 16. read 

light. p. 73. Iin. 3. blot out zoe. p. 164. laſt line but 

one, for that read then. p. 194. for their read there. 
p. -34- J. 16. for now read new. 
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